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Nor I. 

Fellow Ciiizent, 

When my defence before the Court MaKial was pttblitli* 
ed, I stated in a prefiice addr^aed to jou* that it was not then 
in mj power to firesent all the docnmenta and erideiice which 
related to the anlject; that the proceedingB were depoalted ki 
the office oftheSeicretaiy of the department of War* and 
law, I was entitled to a copy of them ; and aa soon as they were 
obtained, they should be published in separate numbers. Lutil 
the present time, [ have not been able to obtain them. 

Immediately after the trial, during the administration of Mr. 
Madison, I addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, Gen. 
Armstrong, req nesting a certified copj. He did not think prop* 
er to comply with my request, or even return an answer to ray 
application. Lately* under the administration of President 
Monroe, they have been prepared and transmitted by Mr. Cai- 
honn« the present Secretary, with a promptltMk and indepen- 
dence becoming the character of that oftcer* 

Although it has been a source of serere r^ret, that I hare not ' 
been able to inake this communication at an earlier periqd, yet 
under all circumstances, perhaps it ous:ht not to be considered 
a misfortune. All who were then actors on the stage, will re-^ 
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member how violently our country was eonvnlaed by parties, 
and political dissentions. Truth itself was so obscured by prej- 
udice, that it was almost impossible to make it apparent. All 
easily believed what they wished to be true. Fortunately, those 
inauapicioos days have passed away, and with them the feelingi 
and prejndicea which existed. The time now appears {avoara- 
ble for calm enquiry* and I shall endeaTimr to redeem the 
pledge which I Ifaea gtTe^ 

Haying now passed the 7^ year of my age* I am stroogi jr 
admonished^ Uiat^ift appeal ♦ttlum lie prepmd t» a manner 
so satisfactory to myself, or so acceptable to yon, as it might 
have been, before age had impaired my health, and necessarily 
enfeebled the powers of my mind. 

I shall however undertake it, with a firm reliance on your 
candour, and with a confident expectation, that you will read< 
without prejudice, and decide with impartiality. It will be 
written in the style of simplicity, and adorned with nothing 
hut truth in its plainest garb. On an occasion so interesting to 
me, I cannot omit to express.the satisfactton I feel, in appearing 
before a tribunal of enlightened citiscens, wHo in forming their 
constitution, have wisely retained the soverei^ power, and 
whose final opinion can reverse the sentence of all subordinate 
a'uthorities. With confidence, therefore, I shall make this ap- 
^al to your candid and impartial judgment 

In the progress of my following numbers, I am not insensible 
of the difficulties with which I have to contend* I am not in- 
sensible of the deep interest which yet exists* that the causes of 
the 4jisasters of the campaign of 181SS, should remain where the 
adminifltrstion have attempted to place them. I am not imse»> 
sible how hard is the task'of renming the weight of oppression* 
which T have so long and so unjustly sustained. 
' In making my statements, and adducing the documents and 
evidence in proof of t^iem, it will frequently be necessary to 
bring into view the ollicers who composed the administration at 
that time, the Court Martial beibre which X was tried, and other 
distinguished characters. 

In cases of (his kind, fearless of any consequences to myself 
while on the one hand I shall comment with the most perfect 
Iheedom on their conduet — ^ the other* I shall endeaTenr t» 
suppress a^j feeling of resentment* for the injnstioe and per^ 



McaiiQii nrfaicti I We txperienced fhnii thein» and ^hall aay 
^ nothing more than Is necessiirj for a fair ezemptificatiott of fht 

facts, which it will be mj object to establish. 

If, when this mirror is placed before them, they should discern 
the tt iitli, and be made sensible, that, by their unfounded repre- 
sentations, they have been the instruments of injuring an ioiio- 
' cent individoalf and robbing him of the character he had acquir- 
ed by a long course of public senrices* both in the cabinet and 
. in the fieid, md in this view of the subject* uny compnnctions 
of conseience should be excited* IjAo not* and cannot wish them 
a iboffe thorny pillow, than will be made bj their Own reflections* 

It is poftflible I deceive myself in the indulgence of the hope 
that this subject will even for a moment excite your attention. 
You may say, that it has been settled by the administration, 
and that that decision ought to be conclusive and final — that the 
character of an individual is of little consequence, when compar- 
ed« with the character of the administration— and that it is not 
expedient t(| rake open embers which have so long been cover* 
But when you consider that mj character is connected 
watb the events which took place^ and how important it is that 
the truth of ^ose events should be preserved and handed dowa * 
iopos(eritj« I cannot but hope»- that such conmderations will 
be a sufficient answer to the objections, and induce you to feel ' 
an interest in tlie narrative I sliall present, and the evidence I 
shall produce in its support; and that you will believe no means 
are so powerful as truth, to preserve the honour of the nation. 

Should these expectations be disappointed, and should the 
statements, with the evidence on whiclt thej are fonnded, not 
remove the veil of prejudice from the eyes of the present generft* 
tteuy the reflection of having preserved materials for the fiiture 
historians of onr coontry, will be an ample reward for tey In* 
bonrSf and a soothing consolation during tlie short reuMuat ef mj 
&turelife. 

It will be remembered, this was tlie first war in which our 
country was engaged with a civilized nation, after the war of 
the revolution, by which our independence was obtained. 

It was the Urst experiment of your constitution, for the pre- 
servation of those rights, wtiich had been acquired bj the valour 
and bleed of the few who now sunrivi^eBd ef manjr of jreur Ai* 
iban^ wbo rest in their tombsj- 
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Science is increasing with such rapid prog^ress* that there eaa 
be no doubt, but uur Countrj will soon produce an American 
Livy or racitus, who, rising above the atmosphere of prejudice^ 
vtil deveio|ie the tlue cMiet of oar misfortunes) as well as of 
oar ^ory* * 

The first war m o«r countrj, after we became a nattoDy and 
ike first Bulitary operatioQs in. that war, whether prosperous or 
dhastrtMis, Vill be considered as interesting events. AH the 

evidence, which has any relation to them, will beeome the sub- 
ject of the research of such an Historian, and viewed by him 
with deep interest. — His own fame, as well as his country's 
honour, wiU depend on his strict adherence to truth, as his stand- 
ard, and no motives can be preaenledy so powerfoly as to induce 
bim to deviate from it. 

To aid yoo, mj.felloi^citizena* in forming a comet jud|;meiif 
OB this portion of our history, and to preiervje lor the use of 
Moh an Historian, evidence which will be useful to him, and to * 
. posterity, are among the objects of the following memoirs. 
They will contain the views of t!ie administration in preparing 
a force, previously to the declaration of war ; my motives in ac- 
cepting the command ; the operations of the campaign, and the- 
causes of its disasters. 

I now. have the happiness to believe, I shall be able to spread 
before yon such evidence, and principalij from the records of 
ffmamamLtf a* will aaiisfy you, that the misfortuMs of that 
otmpaign ongbt not to rest on ioe. 

In recolleeting my former selations Uk my fellow citizens pt 
the County of Middlesex, I cannot but hope a few observations » 
addressed particularly to them, will be acceptably received. 

Having lived in the midst of you nearly forty years ; having 
by your suffrages been elected to important public offices; hav- 
ing for nearly twenty years devoted my best exertions, and my 
best talents to the disciplinct abd fame of the 3d Division of 
Militia, and having eiperiisaced your kindness and friendship^ 
H is impossible for mo to feel indifferent to your opinions. 

If the mutual friendly intercourse, which so long subsisted be- 
tween us, is still remembered by you, and has given me any 
claim to your regards ; if the manner in which I discharged the 
duties of the public offices, which I held by your suffrages, en- 
titled me to your approbation and confidence i and if the foi;- 
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tOBtis I hate einee experteneed* and the repretentafleiit widch 

have been made to yuu, have made any unfavourable iropresoiont ' 
on your minds, I only ask you to read the statements 1 shall 
make, and the evidence on which they are founded, and on 
4hem form an impartial decision. 

I presume I need not make an apology, for expressing my 

* strong desire, that a statement of the facts with the evidence, 
iontained in the following numbers, may be examined with at- ' 
tention« by (he small remnant of the snrnving officers of dit 
tevolntionacy army.^It is impossible for me to call to mind the 
scenes and events of thai period^ without th% most interestiiig * 
recollections. ' A remembrance^ that I was your companion in 
that glorious contest ; that I often fought by your sides, that 

* you were witnesses of my conduct, in the battles on Long Isl- ^ 
and, at the White Plains, at Trenton, at Prince Town, at Sara- ' 
toga, and fihemis's Heights, at Monmouth, at Stoney Point, 
Morrissania, and on many otiier memorable 6ccasions, — have 
been a source of happiness and support, through all the vicisir 
.tudes of fortune, which I have since been called to experience. 

A recollection ot the motives which animated us In that glori- 
ous contest % that it was commeliced by less than three millioBA. 
of people ; that we have lived to ftee more than ten millions, in 
the enjoyment of privileges and blessings, derived from it ; that 
we have likewise, lived to see a great part of the civilized world, 
desirous of following the example, and wishing to enjoy^;!lhe 
same privileges and blessings; and that we were the followers 
and associates of the illustrious W ashingtoo, and under his ban- 
ners, acted a part, however small, in obtaining such privilcgsi 
and blessings, for our fellow citiaens; and produoiag such an 
example, to the civilized worid^^must now inspire us with sensa ^ 
tions, which no language can describe, whidi will diesr the dtn 
cline of life, and console the hour ef-death« t 



No. 11. 

BsvoRB I proceed in my narrative, and produce tlie docv^ 
ments and evidence' in iti support, 1 will exhibit to your view « 
general outline of the facts, which it wilt be my olject to prore^ . 
wi which wUl life contained in the fuilowuig numbers. 
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In the first place I shall show, that I accepted a military ap» 
poliif merit, and the command of the forces in Ohio, in time of 
^ace« for the purpose of protecting tlie inhabitants of the 1 er- 
ritorj of which I was Ooveirnor, and those uf the North-westeni 
frontier agunst the savages ^That 1 considered the force en* 
trusted to qijr commaiid, in time pf peace with Oreat BritaiDi 
when we had th« fi^ cotnmuntcation.of Lake Erie, toobtam 
the necessary supplies^ sufficient for (hat olbject That these 
forces being ordered nearlj four months before the declaration 
of vvar» and there bpin<:; strong indications that it would takob^ 
place, I communicated to tiie government my vievs, in an event 
of that kind ; — That these official communications were made 
both before anitf after I accepted this command ; — THat in the 
•v^nt 1 have mentioned, I stated in the most' explicit manneri 
that a naval force>. sufficient to command Lake Erie, would be 
IBdiiQeosatdjiiecessar^y and essential to sucicess ;^Thft without 
fncb a fi>rce9 an- anny could not be supported at Detroit* and th^ 
ihatfdaee^ 'MtMimaeHnaek vnd Chicago^ niust necessarilj faQ 
into tlie hands of the enemy.— And if it were the intention of 
the Government,, that hostilities should be commenced from that 
quarter against Upper Canada, it would be indispensably neces- 
sary, besides the co-operation of a naval force, to provide au 
army on the Niagara river to assist and to co-operate with th^ 
Army at Detroit That these communicatioos* having been re- 
eeived as o^cial oompuniratjionfla I had every reason to believ^. 
before a war was declared^ ^at such a navy« and such an annjy 
WPidd lia^ been |^ided;— Hiat with ^inm impressions I pnn 
ceeded to the state of Ohio, took the 'command of the force^ 
which consisted of 1200 militia and volunteers, and about three 
hundred regulars ;— That these militia were badly armed, 1)adly 
clothed, and entirely undisciplined ; That my orders were to 
march to Detroit, and make the best arrangements in my powrr 
•for the protection of tlie inhabitants against the Indians ; Tliat 
tlie countty from Urbanna in Ohio, to Detroit, was principally a 
wilderness^ and the distance about 800 miles That I was fur-, 
aished witb-no field artUlery HTba^ ^ ^ ^ of July near, 
the foot of the rapids of the Miama, abopt fifty-two miles from ' 
WaUlen, and seventy from Detroit, I first receivjfcd information 
of war against Great Britain, fourteen days after it had beendo^ 
glared That the letter from the Ad- iniiitj'atii»fi announcing 
this eventt was delivered t9 »e by a stranger, wlio informed me 

♦ 
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that it was brought bj the mail to the Post Office in Cleavelard, 
state of Ohio, and the Post Master of that place had employed 
him to deliver it to me, wherever he found me, on my march to 
Detnnt That the rout it was f^ent was very circuitous, and if it 
IumI been se&t bj an expreM» it might have reached m» in four 
or five days at fiurihett That the enemy at Maiden^ fifty 
miles more distant from Washington than my army, recdved 
the information several days before That by this letter from 
the administration, I was not only informed that war was de- 
clared against Great Britain, but was positively ordered to march 
the forces iinder my command to Detroit, eighteen miles in the 
rear of the enemy's principal fortress at Maiden ; and there wait 
for further orders ; — That on the first day of July^ imring receiv* 
id no information of the declaration of war, and supposing the 
navigation of the Lafl^e to be safe, a vessd was employed by the 
Quarter-Master, to transport ^e sick pf the army, and the stores^ 
and baggage, not necessary on the march, to Detroit That 
this vessel was taken by the enemy on her passage, and that this 
first misfortune was occasioned by the neglect of the administra- 
tion, in not giving me information of the war eight days sooner, 
which might easily have been done ; — That I have the strongest 
possible ground to declare, that this might have been done, be- 
eanse I shall show, that I received a letter from Washington, on 
the iiGth of June, and dated also the 18th, the same date witk 
the letter announcing the- declaration of war, by express, which 
gave no tnformatioa ^ the declaration of war. , 

I shall prove by the records of the government that I stated in 
the most explicit terms to the administration, that Detroit, or 
some position on the waters of Lake Erie, would be a suitable 
position for troops, in time of peace with Great Btitain, design- 
ed for the protection of the Michigan Territory, and the North- 
western frontier against the savages.— But in the event of wat 
with that nation, it would be impossible to support an iirmy in 
lhat country, without a naval force, sufficient to preserve the 
eommmnicatioa of the Lake, ^ad without a poweifnl army op the 
Niagara strait, to take possession of ^e enemies posts, on that 
strait, and co-operate with such forces as should make an inva* 
' sion from Detroit, and by the co-operation of such forces^ take 
possession of the Province. 1 shall show that this order of the 
adaiiaistration to march my arpy to Detroit^ after tbe dedara* 
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jlton 9i wti^ and no mivj beii^g provided, to prc(Msrre die coal- 
nuinkation of the Lake* uid no armj on the Miai^ara straitp 
irhkh ever co-operated with me, waa cotttrary to what 1 had 
aofficient grounds to believe was the understanding before I left 
"Washington ; contrary to the most explicit opinion T had given 
on the subject; contrary to all military experience, and the 
principles which have been taught bjr the be^t military writers | 
•--That I obejred this order, jMcause it waa positivet and under 
the full expectadpBy that a naval force* and an amy would have 
been provided to have aaatsted and co-operated with aie« and^ 
liiat I had mffident reasons to expect such assistance and co- 
operation in the event of war» and in the invasion of Canada 
That in compliance with these orders, I passed the enemy's post 
at Maiden, and proceeded to Detroit, eighteen miles in the rear 
of tliat post, and both situated on the same river, where I arriv- 
ed on the 5th of July ; — That notwithstanding my orders were 
positive to remain there until 1 should receive further orders^ 
^e militia and volunteer officers nearly excited a mnti^f* be* 
^ause I did not immediately cross the riveff and eommeiice oi^ 
fensive operations in violation of my ordefs That on the 9tk 
ef July, I received an unqualified authority, which from the 
manner in which it was expressed, could have had no other con-' 
struction, than a positive order to cross the river, and invade the 
enemy's territory; and to issue a proclamation to the inhabi- 
tants, and to pledge the ^vernment that they should be protect- 
ed in their person^ property, and rights ; and. in the same let- 
ter I was only authorized to attack the fortress at Maiden* pro- 
i^nlody ii^py opinion* my lorces were adequate to the enterprisoy 
and it could be done consistently w.ith tiie safety of my other 
posts That I issued |k preclamatien to the inhabitants* and on 
the morning of the ISth of July, crossed the river and took pos- 
session of the opposite bank, in the face of the enemy ; — That I 
was iiuluced to adopt these measures from the orders I received 
from the government, from the impatience of my army, from the 
i^venience* and even necessity of collecting snppUos from the 
enemy's country, from the expectation of co-operation, and from 
the hope that a .display of the American flag on both .aides tfaei 
river, would hav^afavonraUe effect on the savages and nilttvi 
of the province ^That. the authority I received to attack Ihe 
enemy's fortress at Maiden* being discretionary^ i wrote |o,tbe 
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G^overnment iiie same day I received it, that my force was not 
adequate to the enterprize, and stated as a reasou, that the ene- 
my commanded the Lake and the savages. 

That I remained in the enemy's country about a months itn» 
4«r the' ezpectatioii< of receiving aanstaaoe and co-operation from- 
llie army under the cemmand of General Dearborn, at Niagara^ 
Hoit during this tioM I received infbrmatioa that MtchilKmacki^ 
Back, on the same navigable waters with Detrmt and Maiden^ 
had fallen ; that the forces, with the savages, of all that region, . 
were descending the waters of the northern lakes against me; 
that I likewise had received certain information, that General 
Brock, with all the regulars and militia of Upper Canada, was 
proceeding to Maiden ; and that the road 1 had opened through 
the wilderneast firom Ohio^ was filled with hostile savages^ 
and that no supplies conld be obtained for the army through that 
commuidcation That, under these circumstaiioes, I consider^ 
ed that it was my duty to reK:ro8» the riTer» with the principal 
part of my forces, and attempt to open the only communication 
I could now possibly have with my country ; — That on the 8th 
of August, I re- crossed tlie river to Detroit, and on the same- 
day made a detachment of all the regulars, and part ot the Ohio 
militia^ amounting te 600, under the command of Colonel MiUer«. 
with orders to proceed to the river Raisiuy for the purpose eT 
opening that communieatidn ; that on his way to that station* he- 
was attacked^ nte Brewnstown* by the regalars» militiay aiid« 
savages, from Maiden, and that, after the less of between eighty 
and ninety men on our part, the enemy* was compelled to re- 
treat ; that, as it was the opinion of Colonel Miller, that this 
detachment could not proceed to the river Raisin, without a 
reinforcement of 150 or 200 men, I thouglit proper to order him 
back to Detroit, especially as the troops had been out in a vio* 
lent storm^ were greatly fatigued, and it was itecessary to re»- 
nove, and provide for the weiinded>— lliat oo the 14th of Ai^justf 
not having received in^nurtieii,. of the arrival of General Broekf 
and tlie necessity of opening the eenmiQnication, fiir the purpose 
of obtaiiring supplies, becoming more urgent, 1 made another 
detachment, of the effective men of Colonels McArthur and 
Cass* regiments, commanded by the two Colonels, for the pur- 
pose : that as &oon as I received infofmatirtn of the arrival of 
General firockf with the fofces, from the eastern part of the 
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and Cass to return to Detroit That when Genertl Brock^ 
landed at the Spring Wells, three miles below Detroit, on the 
morning of the 16th of August, I had received no information 
from them, and must have supposed thej were at the river 
Baisin, about fiftj miles from Detroit* the route thej were or* 
dered to mar^. And I pledge mjself^ fellow citaent, to prove 
to the Mitis&otiwi of ereiy uofir^iidiced miad, that on the moni* 
log of the 16th, when General Brock landed* the pnyriaiont 
Were ediantted, that there waa no posgibilitj of obtaining a »ttp« 
ply from any quarter whatever, and that his eiectivo force waa 
much more than twice my number. That my communication 
was entirely cut off, both by land and water ; that a part of the 
Michigan militia deserted, and joined General Brock's stand- 
ardy as soon as he landed ; that the savages were let loose on 
the inhabitantSy whom it was impeasible for me to protect $ and 
' that cnren a victory against hts regulars and militia* that mor- 
lung, would have been onlj a useless waste of Uood— that I 
oeuld not have conquered his savages in the wildemesfc^ or- hit 
navj on the Lake, and consequentlj could not have opened mj 
communication ; that, under the circumstances my army was 
placed by the orders of the government, it could no more exist, 
than the human arm can exist when cut off from the body ; and 
that the measures I adopted were necessary, from my situation, 
and dictated by the highest sense of duty ; that 1 was forced into 
this situation, by the orders of the government, and every avenue 
to it waa closed by thcf enemy, in such a mannw that there was 
Bot a pessibilil^ of escaping* And here I shall wish to be dis- 
tinctly understood ; I have said, that the order which I received 
firom the government to march to Detroit, after the declaration 
of war, and when Lake Erie was in possession of llie enemy's 
naval force, was contrary to all military experience, and one 
fatal cause of the disasters of the campaign. It was the case, as 
the result has proved. Had the orders however of the govern- 
ment been obeyed by General Dearborn, the result probably ' 
would have been very different. I ahali show, that he was re-" 
pentedly ordcredf by the letters of the Secrotary of War^and by 
the command of the Pl!esident» imme^atoly aliter the declarmtioii 
of war, to assemble the forces under his conunand on the Nia- 
pca River, to, attack the enemy's posts in that p^rt of the prov-. 
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inoe of Upper Cinuidtf aid eo^operate ^ritli (ke ftftes ttsdor iii|r 

command ; that during that time he never suffered a man t» en- 
ter the enemy's country, that he neglected to obey the posiuve 
commands of his government ; and without any orders, agreed 
to an annigtice, or auspeiuaon of hoi^ties, with Sir Georgia 
FhmMt» in which my army was not included ; which will 
•hown, embled Qeneral Breck, with all the £N«wof Upper 
Caaadtt and indeed % Iiar|;e retnfcrcemeBt from MMneU te 
proceed to Maiden, and attack ne : lliat he e8td>lithed a peact 
en the Niagfura frontier* and it becane only neeeaiaiy for the 
enemy to leave at their forts in that quarter a few inyalids to 
guard their barracks, &c. And I shall further show, that after 
General Dearborn, the commanding General of the armies had 
thus neglected to obey the orders of the government, and had 
been the great cause of the disasters of the campaign, he was 
appointed the President of the Conrt Martial for mj trial ; and 
thatp although the adainiatratMMi employed) at year ezpenae» 
two of the firat conniellora ti^onr conntiy* Mr. Dallai» and Mfw 
Tan Baren. to aieiBt the Judge Advoeate in the poeectttlon« the 
Court wwild not nife me to employ any conneel at mj own 
expente« to open their lips in the Court; and the ofSmt m fi 
officers were admitted to prove entire charges and specifications 
against me. That the oflBcers, who were selected by the admin- 
istration to give their opinions respecting my conduct, and to 
testify against me, had been promoted, after the capitulation, 
from Lieutenant Colonels in the militia, to the rank of Generals 
in the regular annj^ and othera of inferior rank on a similar 
•cale-: that the moBt 'outrageoaameaanree were adopted to ex- 
cite your prejudicee against me ; that the officers who appeared 
as witnesses, were applandefl in the puhlic Newspapers for the 
manner in which thej testified* and pamphlets were printed and 
hawked for sale, at the very door of the Capitol where I was 
tried, filled with the most scandalous falsehoods. That 1 was 
accused by the administration of capital crimes for acts, which 
I shall prove by the letters of the Secretary of War, the Presi- 
dent had before fiiUy approved ; and that the proclamation I is- 
•oed to the Canadians was bj order of the President ; that as 
soon as it was issued it was sent to him ; and afler he received 
it^ 1 shall produce letters, written I17 the iteoretaiy of War, hgr 
hberder, to show that all my conduct, operations, and airsms^ 



ments, were only approved by Mhi bat iPiowod wfHk dnr * 

highest satisfaction : that notwith8tanding this unqualified ap- 
probation of the proclamation by the President, the Plenipoten- 
tiaries at the treaty of Ghent, without any instructions from the 
administration on that aubjectf declared to the Britiab Plenipo- 
tentiariefi, and consequently to the British nation and to tho 
worldf tbal H was untotboriaed, and disapproved by the Gof« 
mment : that in an interview wttb tbe Hon^ John ^incy Ad* 
MM, one of the Plenipotentiariest in answer to my inquiry, oq 
what ground that declaration was made, he answered, that they 
had no particular instructions to make the declaration, that they 
received the information from Mr. Gallatin, that he wrote the 
paper which contained it, and he being one of the P I eni potential 
lies, the others were induced to give it their signatures. 

I haVe gjiven a very general sketch of the subjects of the fol- 
lowing memoirs. The facts stated will be proved by the best 
evidence of which the nature of the case will admit ^ and princi- 
]nlly by the records of the government itself. After you aro 
possessed of the facts and evidencot I shall cheerfully submit 
the question to your candid judgment It is difficult always to 
form a correct opinion, in our own case. I can however declare 
with safety, that if 1 have committed errours^ they were errours 
of the heady and not of the heart. ' 



Na III. 

As a desire for military fiune «nd motives of ambitieny have 
been imputed to me, I consider it a duty which I owe bbth to 

myself and to you, to explain the true reasons, which finally, 
and very reluctantly induced me to accept an appointment in 
the army, and to g&tisfy you that the imputations are without 
nny foundation. It has likewise been represented, and is be* 
lieved by many, that I urged on the government the expediency 
of a declaration of war against Great firitain, at ihe time of my 
military appointment, and made representations that the Can-^ 
adians wen ditsstisied with thenr government, were desurois 
of independence, would join the American standard, whenever 
it was displayed in their ten itory, and that the conquebt of 
those jiroviuces might be easily efi'ected with a fimall force. So 
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I shall shew jo«» from the recoidt of the govenme^ty the i^pre- 
eentations which I made, both before ami after I acoepted a 

militftrv appointment ; these communications must be consider- 
ed the best evidence the nature of the case will admit, of the 
views I entertained. Before I present them to you, I will ask 
your attention to the particular reasons which induced me to 
accept a military appointment before the declaratioii o£ war, in 
June 1312. 

Being at Waahington in February 1812, and being at that 
time goremonr ef the Tecritovy of Michigan^ and acoountB haviag 
iieen recmved fram thai section of the countryt that the . ladiaQi 
ireve becoming hostile to the defenceleis inhabitants of that «ir 
posed firontiert it was natural for me to feel a solieitnde for tMr 
safety. I urged on the officers of the administration, the expe* 
diency of providincj a force for their protection. At this time, 
in consequence of the differences which existed between our gov- 
ernment and Great Britain, Cong^ress had thought it expedient 
to augment the army» and was taking measures for the purposm 
These measeres were well known to the officers who adminia- 
tered the government in the provinces of the Canedas^ and thie 
gavseff which produced them* In the event of a war with Bng; 
land, they were satined that the inTasien of ^Nse previncea 
w«mtd be the first elject Tl^e numerons* and powerfol tribes - 
of savages, which not only inhabited that country, but also the 
northern and western territory of <he United States, were con- * 
sidered as the allies and friends of England. On them she dc» 
perided for assistance, whenever her dominions were invaded. 
The strong indications of war, which were then apparent, in- 
dnced his Brittannic Majesty's officers to adopt meaaares of 
precautiefi and safety .egainst the impending storm. Messages 
were therelere sent to. the different tribes, informing them ef 
the warlike prepavations which were making by the United 
States, of Um evepts which probably wovld soon take, placet and 
inviting them to join their standard In snch a result. These 
messages were accompanied with unusual quantities of presents, 
consisting of munitions of war, clothing, and ornaments, gratify- 
ing to their pride and vanity. The British nation, ever since 
her possession of the Canadas, has expended immense sums of 
4MHiey iA jpreiapta} imt^y .to the lodiaiilb ^e lahahit her pcev 
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* bat ako to <1iom who mide wi6iui the territorict'of tiw 
United dtete*. On tbit occasion every eiibrtwM niade to pre- 
pare them for the apfiroaching; crisis. 

Of all employments, war is the most grateful to a savage. 
The prospect of it did not fail to produce the excitement, in- 
fended, by the means made use of by the British agents. It 
became apparent, from the manner they assembled to celebrate 
their war feasts, and from the hostile dispositions they manifest* 
ed towards the inhabitants of the frontieri and particularly to* 
wards those of the territory of Michigan* which borders oeyeral 
. hundred miles on ^ Canadast and is only separated by an 
imaginary line, in the middle of the riTers and lakes. Tho 
hostile iadicatiens, which were frequently accompanied with 
acts of cruelty and murder, excited alarm among the inhabitants, 
and were represented both by the civil authorities and command- 
ing officers of the garrisons, as foreboding evils, against which it 
was necessary to guard. ITie exposed and dangerous situation 
of that section of the country, being thus made known to the ad- 
mimstrationymeasares were promptly adopted for its safety. The 
governor of the state of Ohio» was called on, by the President of 
the United States, to detach 1800 militia, and prepare them 
for actual service. * These militia were to be jmned 1^ the 4tk 
U. 8. Regiment, then at Post St Vincenad. 

After these arrangements were made, the Secretary of War 
informed me, that it was the desire of the President, that I 
should accept the appointment of a tirigadier General, in the 
army, and take the command of these forces, and march them 
to Detroit, the place of their destination* I observed to the 
Secretary, that I was not desirous of any nulitaiy appointment, 
and declined it in the moat unqualified manner. Another offi- 
cer was designated for this command, and ordered to Washing* 
tin to reomve his instmcti<»s. On his arrival, he became dia> 
qualified by sicknees. The proposition was again made to me^ 
^ and the necessity of a force in the country, for the purposes 
bdbre mentioned, being more urgent, I informed the Secretary, 
that I was going to my government at Detroit^ and I would ac- 
cept any military appointment, either the rank ot Lieutenant 
Colonel, Colonel, or Brigadier General, which would give me 
the command of those forces, and lead them througjh the wilder- 
neiB to their place of destiiiatioiL Ul cem^ttence of Ihto 
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^oasent, I was immediately nominated and appointed a Briga*; 
dier General. I tceepted the appointment, with great relnc* • 
tanooy -and from no other motlTe and with no other view^ 
than to afford mj aid in the furotection of the frontier inhabi- 
tants> and lihoae of the Territorj of Michigan against the aava- 

As proof of the pHncipa) (acts here stated in relation to mj 

appointment as a Brigadier General in the army, I will state the 
testimony of his excellency Governour Eusiis, who was then 
Secretary of the Department of War ; — the whole of which may 
be seen in Lieut. Col.Forbes's report^of my trial, pages 3, 4, and 
i, of the appendix* ^ 
The part relating to the facts referred to, is as follows :— , 
^* The latter part of February tS\2f information had been re- 
ceived from Mr. Atwater, llien 'Secretary of thelTemtory ,of 
Michigan^ and acting as Govornbur, that there were strong ap* 
pearancee of hostility among the Indians, and that the territory 
vas in danger. That Gen. Hull urged on him, as Secretary 
of War, the expediency and necessity of ordering a force there, 
for the protection of Detroit, the territory, and the northern 
frontier. That he declined in the first instance accepting the 
office of Brigadier General, 'i'hat Col. Kingsbury was then or- 
dered to Washington, for the purpose of proceeding to the state » 
of Ohio to take the commiind of this force, and on account of 
bodily indbposition, was not ordered on the command— nmd af- 
terwards, when he (Gen. Hull,) was appointed,, it was not soli- 
cited bj him-^nd that He manifested great anxiety for the safe- 
ty of the northern frontier, and the Territory orMichigan.'* 

I have made this statement, and produced this evidence, for 
no other purpose, than to satisfy you. that 1 did not accept iinu 
appointment from the motives which have been unjustly impu- * 
ted to me. 

Having for seven years been Governour of the territory, and 
being then the Governour, it was Impossible for me to feel indif- 
ferent to the safety of its inhabitants. I consented therefore 
to accept any militaiy appdntment, which the gov-erninent 
jribonld think proper to giTe me, for this purpose. And it was 
distmctlj understood, that this api>ointment was not incompati- 
ble with my office as Gorernonr, and that office was. to be re« 
teined by me* As evidence that this was th^ inteutioa of the 
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administration, I received orders, on uiy arrival ia thto ter* 
ritorj) to perforui my civil duties, in the same ihanne^f as if 
rach appointment had becfn made-«-«a a further eviAeiicev that 
tlus waa the intentiont I never ifiked fof, or received a mQitary 
commission* in consequence of the appointment. And fiirthelri 
it was mj intention, when the otject of safety to the inhabitants 
Was accomplished^ aud my military duties in any degree interfer- 
ed with niy duties as Governour, to have resijjned the military 
appointment. I have been thus particular, to satisfy you, my 
fellow citizens, wliat were my motives in accepting a military 
appointment, — and to youi candid judgment I appeal^ whether 
they were laudable. 

1 believed it to be my dnty, to make Use of every exertion in ' 
my power* for the protection of a people, with whom t was'so 
nearly connected) a'gaiust the dangert with whidi they 
threatened. 

As the differences, which existed between the United States, 
atid Great Britain had not been settled by negociation, and a6 
there appeared indications of M ar, in my next number, I sluill 
state the views I communicated to the government^ before 1 left 
'Washington, in such an event 



No. IV. 

In .my formectiuibber, 1 have explain^ what vf&B the <»b]«<^ 
of the ^vernment, in detaclting the Ohio militia in 1819, WRuis 

waf Was declared, and ^\ l)at were my motives in taking the com- 
mand of them ; viz,, the pi otocti(»n of the inhabitants on the 
frontier of our country airainst tlic savafces. 

I shall now endeavour to demonstrate, that it was neither ihe 
expectation of the Government, nor roy expectation, at the time I 
accepted the command, that these 'forces, in the event of war 
with Great Britain, wOuld havie'been Employed in the invasion 
4lf Upper Canada* unthmU a wfideni 'nmndjbree^ to lune eon^ 
inanded Lake Erie^ and have fnreserved the filter comtoiftnif 
cation from the states of New-York, 'Pennsylvania, 'sikI ttWo, 
which border on the south and oast part o( >ai<l lako; and like- 
wise, without the co-operation of other forces to the same object. 
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As early as the 3d of April, 1609, being then Govemonr of the 
Territoiy of Michigan, I addressed an official letter to the Secfn- 
tary of the department oF war, in relation to the security and de- 
fence of tlie riuniier settlement of our country in which, among 
other things, I observed, ** I would suggest for consideration 
the expediency of building some armed vessels on Lake Erie, 
for the purpose of preserving the communication ; consider you 
have three military posts, to the north and west of these waters 
and no other commnnication with them." The 15th of June^ 
. 1811, about a year before the declaration of Mrar, against Grent 
Britain, I addressed another letter to the government, throufjh 
the Secretary, from which the fbllowing is extracted; ^From ' 
the present state of our foreign relations, particularly With 
England. I am indi ced to believe, there is little prospect of a 
• continuance of peace. In the event of a war with England, 
tliis part of the United States, (meaning the Michigan i'errito- 
ry) will be particularly situated. The British land forces at 
Amherstburg and St. Joseph's, are about equal to those of the 
United States, at this place and Michilimackinack* The popn- 
lation«of Upper Canada is more than twenty to one compared 
to this territory. That province contains aliout onl hundred 
thousand inhabitants, while our population does not amount to 
five thousand. A wilderness of* near two hundred miles sepa- ^ ^ 
rates this settlement from any of the states. Besides, the In- 
diana Territory and states of Ohio and Kentucky are thinly in- 
habited, Kiive extensive frontiers, and their force will be neces- 
sary l^r their own defence. With respect to the Indians, their 
situation and habits are such, that little dependence can be 
placed on them. At present they appear friendly, and was I to 
calculate on the profession of their chiefs, I should be satisfied 
that they would not become hostile. Their first passion, how- 
ever, is war. The policy of the British government is to con- 
sider them their allies, and in the event of war, to invite them 
to join their standard. The policy of the American government 
has been to advise them, in the event of war, to remain quiet at 
their villages, and take no part in quarrels, in which they have no 
interest Many of their old Sachems and Chiefs would advise 
to his line of conduct Their authority, however, over the war* 
riors v^ould not restrain them* ■ They would not listen to their 
advice. An Indian is hardly considered as a man^ until he has 
been engaged in war, and can show trophies. This firsty and 
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nest ardent of all iheir passions, will be excited( by present^ 
most gratif jing to their pride and vanity. Unless strong meas- 
nres are taken to prevent it, we maj consider beyond all doafati 
tiieywill be influenced to follow theadvice of tiieir British Father- 
This then appears to be the plain state of the case ; tM British 
have a regular force, equal to oun?. The province of Upper Can- 
ada lias on its rulU, a militia of twenty to one against us. In 
addition to this, there can be little doubt, but a large proportion 
i of the savages will join them ; what then will be the situation of 
this part of^the country ? Separated from the states by an exten- 
sive wildemesst which will be filled with savages* to prevent 
any sncconr* onr water communications entirely obttmcted by 
the British armed vessels on Lake Erie« we shall have no othw 
resource for defence* but the small garrisons* and feeble po|mla« 
. tion of the territory. Under these cireumstaneea* it is > easy 
lb foresee what will be the fiite of this country. 

"It is a principle in nature, that the lesser force must give 
wav to the greater. Since my acquaintance with the situation 
of this country, I have been of the opinion that the government 
did not sufficiently estimate its value and importance. After 
^e revolution, and after it was ceded to us by treaty* the blood 
and treasure of our country* vrere expended in a savage war to 
obtain it The post at this place* is the key of the norihem 
country. By holding it the Indians are kept in cheek* and' 
peace has been preserved with them to the present time. If we 
were once deprived of it, the northern Indians would have no 
where to look, but to the British government in Upper (fanada. 
They would then be entirely influenced by their councils. It 
would be easy for them, aided by the councils of the British 
agents, to commit depredations on the scattered frontier settle- 
ments of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, &c. They would be collect- 
ed from the mostdistanrparts of their villages* where the Eng- 
lish factors have an iiftereonrse with them, and would become 
numerous. Under these circumstances* if there is a prospect of 
war with England, what measures are most expedient 9 In my 
mind, there can be no doubt. Prepare a naval force on Lake 
Erie superiour to the British^ and tuffideni to preserve your com- 
munication.^^ ^ 

I have transcribed so much of this letter, the original of which 
may be found on the files of the war office* principally to show* 
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that T considered a naval force on Lake Erie^ auperiour to the 
Britiftht and 8ii£&cient to preserve the coinmiinication« in the 
. tvent of war,, essential^ even for the preservation of the country; 
and likewise to show how strongly I urged it on the govemiitent^ 
a year beliM*e war was declared. 



No. V. 

* 

Ov the sixth of March^ 1812, about a month before I was ap- 
pointed a General in the army, I addressed another letter to the 
government, throvgfi the Secretaiy of the department of war, in 
which I stated the sitnation of the inhabitants on our fronti^ 
tettlements, and particularly those In the Territory of Michi- 
gan, in which I pointed out the expediency of ordering a force 
for their protection, and building a navy on Lake Krie sufficient 
to preserve the communication. The fuilowiog is an extract 
from this letter. 

If we cannot command the ocean, we can command the in- 
land lakes of our conntry. I have always been of the opinion^ 
^t we ou^t to have built as many armed vessels on the lakes^ 
as would have commanded them ; we have more interest in them, 
^nthe British nation* and can build vessels with more con« 
vemence." 

The whole of this letter is recited in my defence, which has 
been published, and it is certified to be correct by the depart- 
ment of war. 

After my appointment as a Brigadier General in the army, 
and before I left Washington to take the coipmand of the nortb 
western ari||iy, I presented to the administration a letter contain- 
ing distinctly my views, with respect to the destination, and op- 
erations of the forces placed under rscf orders, both in time of 
peace with Great Britain, and likewise in the event of war with 
that nation 

The circumstances of this communication, with the documents 
in proof of them, are fully related in my defence before the 
Court Martial, from page 33, to page 38, inclusive. In this let* 
ter I repeated the opinions, I had before given, that the force 
entrusted to my command,* in time of peace wi^ England, wa» 
iuflici«nt for the protection of the northern frontier against the 

• I 
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tavagess and Ukewise, tiitt Detroit^ or a potitiiyi on ihai merf 
or the west end of Lake ErtOf was a suitable station for that ohr 
Ject; and for this obvious reason, that all the necessary snp- 
' plies could be easilj furnished through the communicatiqn of 
the lake. Bui in the event of war, i stated in the most expli- 
cit and strongest terms the necessity of haviug a naval force, 
superiour to the enemy on the lakes; — and that without it, and 
unless the army I was to commaDd, was strengthened by addi- 
tions to its numbers ; and unless it was followed by detachments» 
to keep open the communication, and insure it supplies from 
Ohio ; and unless it was supported by co-operations from other 
quarters* it could not be able to maintain itself at Detroit^ muck 
less carry on offensive operations in the enemy's country: 

That I wished it farther clearly to be understood by the govern- 
ment, that in the event of war with England, 1 did not consider this 
force in any degree adequate, either to the ^invasion of Upper 
Canada* or for the defence of our own territories. That it was 
formed almost entirely of militia^ undisciplined* and who had 
never seen any service. I thet» described the utuation of 
the country, and observed, that it would be difficult, if not im- 
possible, to send a force, which would be sufficient, either for 
invasion or even defence, in the event of war witliout the 
privilege of a. communication through Lake Erie. That as soon 
as a declaration of war should be made, that communication 
would be entirely obstructed. That in accepting the command, 
and leading an army through that wilderness,^!t was under the full 
expectation that war would' not be declared* until su^ a na- 
val force was provided* as would preserve that communication. 
It was farther stated that from the' conversation I had with the 
President of the U. S. and the Secretary of the Navy, from the 
circumstance of a navy agent having been appointed on Lake 
Erie, an«i Capt. Stewart, of the navy, havin^; been ordered ta 
lYashington, for the express purpose of giving him the com- 
mand on the lakes* I had the fullest confidence, that before a 
declaration of war was made* measures' would be taken for the 
aeeuritj of that communication* That under theae circum- , 
stances, I believed the government would consider it a measure^ 
dictated by true policy, and indeed indispensably necessary— as 
it was not at that time accomplished, and as every thing is un- 
certain, until it is carried into effect* and as I knew I was to be 
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» 

fX&ceA \t a inokt cHlical iituatioii, I obMmd^ tiie govm- 

tneiit should adt)pt a differ^t pnlicj, and declare war» leaving 
to the British the command of the lakes, it would become in- 
dispensably necessary, as the next best measure, imm»diately 
on its declaration to make an invasion of UpperCanada, by cross- 
. ing the Niagra River, with a large army, sufficient to take pos- 
sewlon of the whole prairinciet likewise with lai^e detacli^ 
iSiehts, fb reinforce the armj I cottimandcdy intuch amatmer* ai 
to preserve the comttmiiiicafioii tj land to the atate of Ohio. 
iBj this meanft the army at betroit, might co-operate mthtlie 
main armj^ which crossed the . Niagara River« and #ie whole 
ptanatB be Subdued.- Ih tfmch ah event. the Britirii naVal 
ftlTce on Lake Erie, would fail into our possession, as it would 
have no harbours, and n o means of being furnished with necessa- 
ry supplies. 

^Thatyif in the event of war, a naval force should not be provid- 
ed, or an invasion of Canada &honld net beMde, in the n(iitoner 
I haV^ stated) bjr an armj from Niajfara, thfe luHij I conuM^ded 
Would be lied firto a'SitiilMbn, fipom- which there would be no 
capli, Mid ihkt wifol'e country, widi iltiottrimlkary posts, wcMild 
fHXi into Afe bfti^ds of tike enemy. That his regular fehse, null* 
tla, and saVages, with the facilities of the water communication, 
for rapid movements, and the transportation of necessary sup- 
plies, would be fully equal to effect tliis object. 



No. VI. 

Is thy fornier n^ber I have mentioned, that froto a conver- 
-sattion i^iaid with the PMsident of tlie United States, and the 
19%er%tMy «Mhe MWry $ from the >cireQm8tatice of a K«vy A^t 
teVli%'lMMi4ippofiitisd in Lake fine, asid Commodere StewM 
4if the Navy, having been ^ordered to Wi^hingteii, for the ex^ 
press purpose of giving him the command on the lakes, I had 
the fullest reason to believe, that before a declaration of War, 
was made, measures would have been taken for. the security of 
' ^at communication. 

That there may be no ^u^tkm w ith respect to these facts, I 
will now state the evidence on which they are founded. Com- 
modore Stowart, in his testimony, on my trial before the Court 



Ifartial, declared^ tiiat he received an order froin Ibe Serreiai^ 
of the Navy to repair to WaflhingtoDf m it was contemplated by 
the Goyemment, to trust him with an important command ; that 

in compliance with the order, he arrived in Washington in the 
beginning of April, and at his first interv iew with the Secretary, 
he was informed that it was contemplated to give him the com- 
mand on the lakes ; that the Secretary observed, that a naval 
force superiour to the British, on the lakes, bad been stfonglj 
urged by General Hull, as essential, and as a certain means of 
ensuring success to the armj. He then goes on to state why ho^ 
declined the command, &o. 

General Peter B. Porter, in his testimony on my trial, said, 
about the last of Marcli, or beginning of April, 1812, he was at 
the office of the Secretary of War, with General Hull, after he 
had been appointed a Brijiadier General, and about the time he 
was to march to Detroit ; that he was frequently with the Heads 
of Departments, and had conversations, as to the operations of 
the army, in case war ahould be decl^i-f d, as was in contempla- 
tion.* - He said he recollected that G^ral HuU^ recommended 
that a navy should be formed on tbe lakes, to have a superiority 
over the British in ease of war. General Porter further statesi 
that a Navy Agent was appointed for lake Erie, and he was 
twice at the President's, with the General, when the subject 
. was talked over. 

From the evidence contained in. this and the foregoing letters, 
I feel a confidence that every candid reader will be satisfied^ 
that when I accepted the.command of the Ohio militia, and the 
4th regiment, the motive by which (was influenced was for the. 
protection of the northern frontiers, and particularly ttieTerrito* 
ry of Michigan, of which 1 was Govemour, against the savages; 
^ and that I had not the most distant idea, in the event of war, 
with that force, of making an invasion of Upper Canada, while 
the enemy commanded the lakes, and while no army was pro- 
Yided, with which I might co-operate. Before I proceed to ar 
relation of the march through the wilderness, and of the opera- 
tions of the army alter I took the command, I shall present and 
consider one other document, which appears to me singular in 
its nature, and very important, on ecconnt of the h%h .aathorit^ 
from whence it is derived. 

9 
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Ne. VIL 

The singular, and important document, to which T alluded in 
my former letter, is the Message of the President of the United 
States to CoogresSy after the termination of the campaigOt of 
which in mj future letten^ it ia mj intention to pvt jrou tho 
histoly. Mthongh this is not in the order of time, with the sub- 
jects, which have been considered, yet as it gives informatii^n of 
tlie motives of the government, with respect to the otjectsof mj 
command, and has a strong bearing on the considerations, which 
I have already presented, it appears to be the proper place for 
its introduction. 

In this Message, it is stated, *' That the force sent to Detroit, 
was with a general view to the securitj of the Michigan Terri- 
tory ; and in the event of war« to- such operations in the upper- 
most Canada^ as would intercept the hostile influence of Great 
Britain over the savages; obtain the command of the lakes on 
which that part of Canada borders ; and maintain co-operating 
relations with such forces as might be most conveniently em- 
ployed against other parts. Our expectation of gaining the com- 
mand of the lake, by the invasion of Canada, from Detroit, hav- 
ing been disappointed, measures were instantly taken to provide 
on them a naval force superiour to that of the enemy." 

From this messagei it appears, there were four objects for 
which the forces were sent to Detroit under my command. 

1. With a general view to the security of the Michigan Terri- 
'tory. 

8. In the event of war, to make such operations in uppermost 
Canada, as would intercept the hostile influence of Great Britain 
over the savages. 

3. To obtain the command of the laket on which that part of 
Canada borders. 

4« To co-operate with other forces in that l|uarter. 

The first olject declared by the' President^ is whatl havt 
stated, the secnrity of the Michigan Territory against the In- 
' dians, as we then had no other enemy. 

Being at that time the Govemourof the territory, it is natural 
to suppose, under the circumstances which existed with respect 
to the savages, that I felt a strong solicitude for its safety. It 
was indeed that motive alone, which induced me to accept the 
command* The troops being composed pnacipally of a&disdi<» 

4 
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plined militia, and without artillery, is conclusive evidencCf 
that, it waB aut an at my designed for invaaion and cc^queat. 

Indeed* it was a time of peace, and there was no danger from 
any odier quarter than from the lawleis MVfgei* No power 
but Congresa had m authority to declare war* and the Preaidoit 
Had no power to oi^er a milttia fwce for any other purpose than 
the safety cf the eountty* in the manner whicii baslMen men- 
tioned. That I had no reason to expect there was anj other ob- 
ject than the security of the territory, is evident, fn>ni every 
communication I made to the government, both previously to, 
and after accepting the comnuind. in the event of war, it was 
perfectly dnderatood to be my opinion* that the command of the 
lakea was not only essential for a soccessfal invasion of the ene- 
my's country but Ibr the very existence ef the army I com- 
manded. 

■ 

'In the next place, the President lAfbrmed Congress* that in 

ihe event of war it was expected the forces under my command 
would make ^uch operations in uppi iniost Canada, as would in- 
tercept the hostile influence of Great Britain over the savages. . 
It was perfectly understood, in the event of war* that the nava- 
ges who resided in our territory were not to be employed. In 
-that event I was directed to advise them to remain quiet at thmr 
villages* and. take no part in a contest in whicli ihey had no ia* 
ierest* and to assure ftem of protection and safety. This was 
liunane* and* had it been practicable* would have been wise 
policy. For a number of years, I had not only been Governour 
of the territory of Michigan, but superintendant ol Indian af- 
fairs. The duties of this office rendered a constant intercourse 
with them necessary. 1 had become acquainted with their hab- 
its* and their ruling passions. From the know ledge which my 
ntuation .had thus enabled me to acquire of their characters* I 
well knew that as soon as the trumpet of war was sounded* they 
would not follow this pacific advice, and remain indiHereat 
spectators. Ky the documents which I have presented* and to 
which I have referred in these numbers, it will be manifest, that 
I repeatedly, and in the most explicit terms, gave this opinion 
to the government. Notwithstanding this opinion, I did every 
thing in my power, in conformity to my instructions, to induce 
them to remain neutral.* Before and alter the declaration of 
il^f I sent messagesy with ioterpffetm to the different viilagei^ 
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explaining the Ttewtef the government, and enfbrcing them* 
with all di^ raeaenii; I was cafiable of svggeatiiig. I likewise 
collected the chie& in conneilf repeated the Tiewa of the govem- 
nenty and uiged them to reetrain their warriouray and' hidiice 
tiiem to follow Ae adviee of their great Father, Ifae President of 
the United States. This was all I was authorized to do. 

Many who joined the British standard would have joined ours 
if the ^vernment would have accepted their services. 

There was no probability of preventing: an intercourse between 
them and the British agents. — Upper Canada is separated from 
the United States onlj bj an imaginary line, running through 
the lakes and' rtversi several hundred miles* and the. principal 
part of the . distance en- tiie shores a wilderness. > It was well 
known to the goveinment that the British had a constant inter- » 
coarse w^ tiiose who resided hr oor territory, ever since it be- 
came a part of the United States ; that at an immense expense, 
they furnished them witli presents consisting of arms, ammuni- 
. tion, and clothingr and considered tliem as their allies and 
friends. 

To have gearded this immense wilderness, and prevented the* 
hostile influence of the Britisb^ was impossiUe'.with the annv I 
comnumded* 

In my nest namber I shall consider the other otgects Isr which 
the President informed Congress, the forces were sent to De* 

troit, under my command* 



No. VIU. 

Ths next efagect of my command,, as stated by the President 

was, ** To obtain the command of the lake on which that part 
of Canada borders.'* 

By this description the President must have meant lake Erie. 
There are two important facts so well known, tliat it is unneces- 
sary to produce any evidence to prove them. One is, that in the 
year 1812, when war was declared. Great Britain had four or 
five vessels of war on this lake* some of them carrying twenty 
cannon, besides a number of gun-boats, all completely armed and 
manned. > The other is, that the United States had not a single 
nnned vessel, not even a gun-boat or canoe. It was not evsft 
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intimated to me, in any instruction that I received from the 
government, that tMs was one of the objects of mj command. 
The first' knowledge I everiiad of it^ was contained in thia mea- 
•age to Congress* 

I cannot to tJia iveaent moment eonceiTe« notwithstanding the 
Kg^ anthoritjy and the solemn ^oanner in which it was commu^ 
nicatedy on what grounds such an eipectaction was founded. It 
certainly must have been impossible to have obtained thf* ^oi%- 
mand of the lake, .without in some way destroying the British 
naval force, which was established on it. In what possible way 
could the Ohio militia have effected this object ? 

Before 1 left Washington, it will be seen how repeatedly and 
earnestly I .recommended the necesaity of constructiog a navy 
on this lake, saperiour to that of the enemy, in the efent of war. 
If that object should be abandoned, and the government should 
not think proper to listen to this advice* I fhto suggested* a« the 
next most expedient measure, immediately on the dsdamtiop of 
war« to invade Upper Canada, with a powerful army, by croi" 
ting the Niagara river, with which the troops I eommande4 
might CO operate, and by thjs means f&kc pobsebsion of whole 
province. ' 

Thus being-in the possession of all the harbours on the lak«, 
the navy would be obliged to surrender for the want of necessary 
supplies. This measure not being adopted, and not even 
armed boat of any description being provided on tho l^e, I re* 
peat the qnestiom on what ^pronnds could this expectation have 
been formed ? That the President was serious in making this 
commttnication« and at length was satisfied that the opinion I 
bad so often given was correct, clearly appears ; for in the next 
paragraph of the message he says, Our expectation ot gaining 
command of the lake, by the invasion of Canada from De- 
troit, having been disappointed, measures were instantly taken 
to provide a naval force superiour to that of the enemy !" 

I do think this subject is so plain, that no further commenta- 
lies on it are necessary ; and that no blame can attach to me for 
not fulfilling what Mr. Madison* then President, says wi(S the 
expectation of ^e government, viz. taking possession of lak» 
Brie, witii no other force than a few Ohio militia^ when that liri^ 
was commanded by a naval armament, such as } hftYe Uescr^^s^. 
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^ No. IX. 

Iw ftdditii^n to all the other evidence* that it waff aeither the 

expectation of the p^overnment nor my expectation, that the ibrcet 

sent to Detroit uiHk r mj command were sufficient for the invar 
sion of Canadis I here present the declaration of the President, 
in his messatre to Congress, to which I have referred ; that they 
were senU in the event of war^ to ah-operate mth other forces in 
Uunqtiarter^ 

Thia appears to be conclnaive evidence, that in the event of 
war« the goverrfnent did not consider' the forces under my com- 
mand snfRdent for this oliject« 

The President, in thia message, did not dencribe the nature of 
the forces nor the manner they were to be employed^ *l*he rea- 
son undoubtedly was, that none of any description were em- 
ployed. From the urgency of such provision, however, and the 
arrangements which have since been made, for the construction 
of a navy on Lake Erie, and for the organization of an army i{ 
must be evident, that he referred to a naval force on that lake 
and a powerfiil army on the eastern border of Upper Canada^ 
which he has since become convinced, it was indispensable to 
provide, to co-operate with the army at Detroit^ j|» the o^Iy 
neans to a successful invasion of Canada. 

Had such a navy been prepared, and such an army been em- 
ployed in the manner I have stated, there is no question but the 
conquest of that province would have easily been effected during 
that campaign. Had, indeed, either of these measures been car- 
ried into effect, the results of our military operations would^ in 
all probability, have been successful and prosperous. 

Before T left Washington, to take command of the forces, as 
I have before observed, a navy agent had been appointed on the 
lake, and a distinguished naval officer had been ordered to ro*- 
p^ to tiie government, to receive his instructions, with respect 
to wiiat was considered an important 'command on the lakes. 
Bvery member of ^e administration appeared to be impressed 
with the necessity of securing that communication, in the event 
of war ; General Dearborn, the senior officer of the army, was 
at Washington, assisting in organizing a large army, to be ready 
for service, should a declaration of war become necessary. Be- 
sides the assurances I received from the administration it result- 
ed fr^Hi out nlaltvo aitiiatioiiy and the natnra of thingsi that in 
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Uie event of war, the invaaion of Canada would be the tfrgt 06^ 
ject For what other parpose could so large an annj have bemi 
provided? There was no other British territory witkili a«r 
reach, ud no other British forces in a sitnation that «a c«nl4 
approach. Beaideif by the conquest of Upper Canada^ wa 
should have had the eontnral of the Indiaos, nid perlect Beearilf 
would have been given to our extensive and exposed £rontisia« 
and have prevented the miseries of savage barbarity. As theia 
mcm 'irs arc written, merely for the purpose that tlie trulii may 
be known, I shall make no apology, either for prolixity or repe- 
tition. I shall not, thereiore, hesitate to repeat, that from the 
documents and circumstances which have been produced^ tha 
following facts have been fully substantiated :«» 

That in April, 1818, when I accepfted the cemwind of the' 
ftroes destin^l for Detroit, it was understoodt both by tiie gar* 
emment and myselft that* it being a time of peaca» these Ibccea 
were designed to protect the northern frontier sgainst tha 
depredations of the savages, and particularly the territory of Mi- 
chigan, of which I was Governour ; and in the event of war, to 
have co-operated with botli naval and land forces in the invasion 
of Upper Canada. 

in the fulttjre numbers, I shall give an account of the opersr 
tions of the army, after I took the coaunand ; how I was dioip- 
pointed in my expectations ; and how GnieUy» both the armj 
and myself have been sacrificed by the govenmiBBtf and Genei^ 
oral Dearborn^ the commanding General. 



No. X. 

In leaving Washington, in April, 1812, to take the command 
of the forces, assembled in the state of Ohioi I felt a very deep 
Interest in the object of my mission. The consideratioB that i 
was clothed with the anthori]^ and famished wkk the m^sana af 
aflbrding safety and security to the frontier inlpbitants of tiia 
\ country ; and particularly to those of the territory of Bfiehigant 
of which I was governour, was soothing to my feelings, and aid* 
mating to my exertions. Although about thirty years had then 
elapsed, since my sword had laid useless in its scabbard, and 
time had necessarily enfeebled my strength and constitationf yet 
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it was impoanble for ne to see a country, in ivhicbt from njr 
fitnatiom I wu so ptrticiiUurly interested, exposed to the fiiry 
of the ontngcs, tnlhoiit raking an amfnr'its ai^etj. . Convinced 
that.&e fiircei ontroated to mj command were anfficient for tho 
proteclioii of the frontier aettlementa, and the aecority of the 
territory while we were at peace with Great Britain ; and 
ksawing that I had communicated what measures in my opin- 
ion, would be indispensably necessary in the event of war, 
which communicationb had been received as official documents, 
and approved by the government, and feeling a generous confi- 
donoe in the justice and lionoiir df the adrnMiistration, I had lit- 
tle amlity' with respect to any cimseqaences which mig^t have' 
I nte nded my commands 

If it were to be my fortune to protect the defenceless inhab- 
itants of our country, against the cruelty of savages, and pros- 
perity was to attend the exertions of the army, the satibfaction 
of having promoted the cause of humanity, would have been an 
ample reward. But i^ after hpnestly dischaiging my duty, in the 
best manner I was capable, misfortune was to be my lot, I be- 
lieved that a generoas government, and a generous people would 
at least hate shielded me from censure and reproach. At that 
time,' indeed, I conndered there was little or*no hazard.' It 
was a ttase of peace, with England, and whQe that remained^ 
there was no danger excepting from the savages. Some excite- 
ment then existed, through the influence of the British Agents, 
in preparing them for events which they anticipated might take 
place. 

In the event of war I considered that such arrangements 
would have been made, as would have enabled the army I com- 
manded to have operated with success against die enemy. Aa 
the gflvemment continued me in the command of the north wea- 
tom anny, after the dedaratien of vrar, 1 had a rigfit to believe^ 
that such measures would have been adopted, as 1 had stated, 
were deemed by me, essential to success. The measures to 
which I alluded in the event of war, I have mentioned were a 
navy on lake £rie, sufficient to preserve ibat communication, 
and an army of sufficient strength, in co-operation with the one 
l eommanded, to make a conquest of Upper Canada. In all these 
trnnmnnicatiens, I gave it as myopinion, that unless we had 

the boMfitef. this co-epentiDn, the posts «f Detroitf Michil- 

f ^ ' ■ 



32 



limackiimck, aod Chicago» would iaentably &11 into the liaiidi 

of the enemy. 

How I was dtsftppointed in aij expectifkms i haw I Hm de- 
ceived bjr the government; hoiff efter t)ie deelaritloB bf war, I 
was ordered .into a situation* which it was impossibie ftirnie li 
fttstain« and from which there was no retreat; how Hke eflieeri' 

ef the admrnistration shamefully neglecttd to redeem the pledge 
thej had given me; and how Geueral Dearborn the senior offi- 
cer of the army, and after\% ards the President of the Court N^ar- 
tial, neglected every dutj« iacident to his command, and ado|it- 
ed measures, which proved the inevitable destruction of the army 
I commanded, will be the subjects of my future nmnberi. 

Before* however* I close this, I will make one lurdier sltaer- 
vation. If, after the declaration of war, the President and other 
officers of the administration, who directed the ndtttary opera- 
tions, had changed their opinions, and believed that twdve hun- 
dred Ohio militia, and three hundred regular troops, were suffi- 
cient without any naval force, to have taken possession of lake 
Erie, and without any reinforcements, and without any other 
army, with which they might have co-operated, to have invaded 
M^d conquered the province of Upper Can&da, thej ought te Hmr 
appointed an officer to (hat eommaml, ^ t&e some ajftininu^ and v 
not to hsve made otte resfmnsible, who had repeatedly, decided* 
ly, and in an official manner, declared, that in the event of war, 
without the command of the lake, and witiiottta powerful army 
for co-operatioQ, the roost disastrous consequences would inev- 
ably follow. 

That these consequences did follow, in the manner I had 
predicted, is well known, and that under the circnmstances, it 
y^h^B not possible for me to have prevented them ; and thtt they 
were occiisioned by tlie neglect sf the government, and* the mis- 
conduct of General Dearborn will appear manifest, from the fu- 
ture statements I shall make, and the dbcvments and^th^r evi- 
dence I shall produce. 

By the documents and evidence which have already been 
shown, the objects of the srovernment in detaching the forces 
entrusted to my command, must be distinctly understood. I 
have produced my communications to the government eiplanato* 
ry of my own views : and I likewise have exhiliited the Mes- 
sage of the President ,who was at the head of the administftfioB^' 
to prm tiie views of the government. In my commonicatiAn^ 
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both before and after I was appointed, and accepted' the com 
mand of these forces, 1 stated distinctljr my Yiewg, that in time 
<»f peace with Great Britain, the forces were eompet^nt to the 
protectiQa of the firontierB of our countrjr against the savages; 
tmt in tke erent oC war withonl the co<operstion of a naval force 
en Lake Brie, and without ithe co-operation of an smi j from 
Niagara, they were not competent to the invasion of C^nada^ 
and not adequate to the protection of that part of our territorj. 

And it further appears, bj the President's Message, that the 
forces were sent to Detroit with a view to the security of the 
Michigan territory against tlie Indians in time of peace, and in 
the event of war to intercept the hostile influence of the British 
over the savages ; to obtain the command of the lake on which 
that part of Canada borders ; and to co-operate with other forces 
in that qearter* 

Up|»er Canada borders on lake Erie and the navigable lakes 
4ifid rivers more than fiinr hundred miles* and, on what grounds 
the expectation of the administration were fbonded, thai with 

the forces I commanded 1 should be able to take the command 
of the lake, when corainanded by a strong naval force of the en- 
• emy ; and without any co-operation of any other forces, from 
mnj quarter, are questions which will be hereafter considered* 
This subject I wish distinctly to be understood, and I must be 
«iBnsed if i make nse of repetition, in the eiplanation of it. 

I httve elfered these documents to shew the grounds I had to 
expect the eoH>|)eratton of other forces; and, that the adminis- 
tetioB became donvinced tiiat a naval force was necessary, and , 
one was immediately ordered, as soon as it was found that the 
possession of the lake could not be obtaiued by the militia under 
my command. 

By lessons of experience, since that period, we have been 
. 4auf^t how important the command of those waters are to. suc^ 
cessful operations against the country, 
psneral Hturrisont with a force vastly supedour to the one I 
. cbnunandedy was not able, after more than a year, to appresch 
\ within fifty miles of Maiden, with the assistance of a large fiim 
at Niagara to co-operate with himi and was not able/ to make 
any impassion on the country, until after the command of the 
lake was obtaine»l, by Commodore Perry's glorious naval vic- 
tory. As sQon as that was obtained, the enemy immediately 
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abandoned Maiden, and (he armj took possession of the coun- 
trj. The territory situated on these navigable waters is so in- 
gulftted, tiint. the power which coramands them will necessarilj 
command the 'coantiy.^ 



Na XI. 

On the lOth of May, T arrived at Cincinnati, in the state of 
Ohio. Here I tiiel Governour Meigs, who had made great ex- 
ertiofis in collectina: *he ISOf) militia, wliich had been ordered 
by the President — Their place ot rcndezvnis was Dayton. Al- 
though the officers and soldiers ^ appeared to be animated with 
zealy yet in reviewing them« and inspecting their equiproentSt 
they were found without discipline, and destitute of arms and 
clothings necessary for military operations. Their arms were 
totally unfit for use, the leather whic covered their cartonck 
boxes was rotten and no better security to ^e cartridges than 
brown paper ; many of the men were destitute of blankets, and 
other necessary clothing ; no armourers were provided to repair 
the arms ; no means had bern adopted to furnish clothing; no 
public stores to resort to, either for p;ood arms, or suitable cloth- 
ing ; and no powder in any of the magazines, fit for use — and 
wh^t is more extraordinary, no contract, or any measures adop- 
ted, tu supply these tro<»p9 witli the necessary article of provi* 
lions, during their march through a wildemesft of more than two 
hundred miles, until they arrived at Dotroit, the place of thdr 
destination. On my own responsibility^ I sent to powder mills 
in Kentucky, and purchased powder, collected a few blankets* 
and other necessary artides of clothing from the inhabitants of 
Ohio, and employed private armourers, at Cincinoati, and Day- 
ton, to repair the arms, j&c. 

These facts have been stated, to shew the neglect of the gov- 
ernment in equiping and providing for these troops, which ia 
their situation could not be considered as a force adequate to of^ 
fensive operations, and to the conquest of Canada. 

After the junction of the 4th United States regiment, which 
, consisted of 300 efTective men, with the ISOO militia at Urbanna, 
I conunenced the march, early in June £rom that place, a fron- 
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tier town in the state of OhiiH for Detroit, the dtfttance of more* . 

tlian two hundred miles. ^ 

After the disposition was made for the marcli, I was ijifunned , 
that a part of the militia, refused to obey tho order. 

In the first place* I directed their own officers, to give them 
positive oi*deVs to march* and inform them, if they did not obey^ 
the 4th United States regiment would be sent to compel them* 
Thej still refused, and a part .of the 4th regiment was marched 
to their atattoiif and they obeyed. This met is proved by the 
testimony of CoU Miller of that regiment, and I have stated it» 
to shew, when I first took the command of these troops, the 
want of discipline, and the mutinous spirit which prevailed,— 
and that the authority of their oflicers, was not sufficient to com- 
mand their obedience, and that nothing but the bayonets of the 
4th regiment could have the effiict. 

It is not necessary to describe the labours and fatigues, of the 
army in the march. It is sufficient to knoWf that the country 
was a wildemessy and the .difficulties in marching an army 
through it will be apparent . It is* however* a justice due to the 
officers and soldiers to say, that all the lalioors of opening a road, 
building bridges and causeways, and indeed all the fatigues, in- 
cident to such a marcl», were borne with patience, and every 
posMble exertion was made to effect the object of the march. 
On the rout the army built £oui: blockhous<»s* which were garri - 
soned by the invalids, who were unable to accompany the army. 
The object in building these blockhousesi was the convenience 
of reenforcementSy and the secvrity of convoys. 

On the 2d day of Jaly* I received a letter from the secretary 
of war, dated the 18th of June, informing me of the declaration of 
war. It was m these words — *'Sir, war is declared against 
Great Britain. You will be on your guard, proceed to your 
post with all possible expedition, m.-kt such arrangements for 
th< defence of the country, as in your judgment may be neces- 
• sary, and w ait for further ordei'S." 

The day before this letter was received, the quarter-master, 
had been directed to hire a small vessel* at the foot of the Rapids 
of the Miami, to transport the invalids, and the baggage, &c. not 
wanted on the march to Detroit. The horses being worn down 
on the march, rendered this measure, in my opinion, expedient. 
At this time I had received no information of tlie declaration of * 
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Wir» and did iiot.ciiiiiider« there wis anj haMrdin the measnre. 
On the d4th of June, I receiyed a letter from the war deymrt* 

meiit, ddU'd ill the moruiDg of the 18th June, ilirieting me to 
inarch to Detroit, with all possible expedition. In that letter, 
not one word was said respecting a declaration of war. 1 he 
British garrison, at Maiden heviog a number of dajra before t e~ 
eeired the information, this vessel was taken in passing that for- 
tress. The court martial amid not find anj ground to censure me 
ibr emplojing that Vessel) as I had no informatioii of the declaim 
ntion of war* and was obliged to acquit me of the charge growing 
OQt uf that event. The circumstances ef this transaction^ are 
particularly related in my defence. 

l lius it appears, that I did not receive information of the war, 
until fourteen dajs after it was declared, that the Rritish garri- 
son had official knowledge of it four or five days sooiicr, that it 
is proved to a demonstration, that 1 might have received it eight 
days earlier, as I actually did receive a letter from the secretarj 
of war, on the 24th 6l June, ilated on the same da,> (viz.) the 
18th of June« in the. morning, which g^ve no information of the 
declaration of war. 

The person who brought me this letter announcing the war, 
informed me he was employed by the post master of Cleveland, 
in the state of Oliio, and that it waa brouglit in tlie mail, to that 
post office., Jn time of peace with England, there could h^tve 
been bat one opinion, with respect to engaging this vessel, in 
the manner it was employed. Having no information of the ^ 
declaration of war, I must necessarily have believed* it was a 
time of peace, and consequently no blame could be attached to 
ne. This was the opinion of the court martial. 

If, after a knowledge of the war, I had sent this unarmed Teasel 
to Detroit, with the sick of the army, the medical stores, intrench- 
ing tools, &c. knowing sli*^ must pass the British fortress at Am- 
herstburg, it would have been treason, for which i ought to have 
been punished. The following is the opinion of the court mar- 
tial on this subject — ^ The evidence on the subject having been 
publicly given, the court deem it proper^ in justice to the accus- 
ed, to say, that they do not believe, from any thing which has 
appeared before them, that Brigadier General 'Williaui UuUhas 
coipmltted treason against the United States.'^ 
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It appears then by the opinion of the court, founded on the 
testimony of the witnesses, in behalf of the prosecution, tliat in 
tilts respect, there was no fault on mj part. But here was a 
serums pablir disaster, the first which had happened to the annj 
I coninaDiledy and occaskmed bj the fault or neglect of some 
officer of the government, whose duty it was tO gife me the eatr- 
llest possible tnformatbn of the war. It was -well known to the 

I govemmenty that I was in a wilderness, 'filled with hostile sava- 
ges, and approachinj^ a British garrison, that a previous knowledge 
of the war, would have given the enemy the greatest possible 
advantage, in the situation I was placed. It is impossible that 
stronger reasons could have existed, to render it necessary, that 
I should have received the earliest information of the war. What 
measures were taken to give me this infonnation ? A letter was 

'put into the post-office, tod sent a circuitous' rout to Cleveland ' 
in the state of Ohio, and the post-master at that place was re- 
quested to send it through a wilderAess of about an hundred 
miles, to me. This letter, imnouneing this important event, was 
travollin*^ fourteen days before it reached me, when I had re- 
ceived one in six days from Washington, dated on the same day. 
"Who then, I seriously ask, was in fault ? If 1 had received infor- 
mation of the war, as early as the government might have com- 
municated it to me, this vessel would not have been employed, 
and this misfortune would not have happened. Bverj effort was 
attempted to make me the guilty cause inT the prosecution, but 
without success. Could treason have been proved bj flie opin- 
ions of witnesses, the case wr.old undoubtedly have been dlffier- 
ent ; bat 'Aat would have been too great an outrage on establish- 
ed principles. Opinions, however, were reserved for another 
charge against me, which will be considered in the course of 
these memoirs. 

On this subject, I am sure you will acquit me of all censure, 
and place the fault at the door of the administration by whose 
select, the disaster wa^ Occasioced. 

I ask yoiif fellow citixens* what 'must have been my feelings^ 
as the commanding officer of that army, when I found that the ' 
enemy had received information of the declaration of war,' a 
number of days belbre It had been communicated to me. Espe- 
cially, as Maiden was i jou? sixty miles farther from Washing- . 
ton, than my situation at the time it was received. Had I not 
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as much caute to declare* there was treaton at Wathiogton, a«- 

the administration had to declare there was treason in my camp ? 

There was no act which I committed, and no duty whicli I 
omitted, which could create the lea^t foundation for thecharfj^r. 
The administration had omitted giving me the earliest informa- 
tion of the declaration of war, which had be^u attended with the 
most seriotas conseqaences to thearmj* I have been the more 
particvlaron thissubject» en account of the injustice and cniettj. 
of the govemmentt in charging me with treaaon* for an nnfortu* 
nate OYentf which was caused by its own neglectr 



Na XIL 

It will be perceived, that tlie letter which 1 received from the 
Secretary of the department of war, on the morning of the 2d of 
My 181 2» which is transcribed ui the former pumber, contain- 
ed a positive order to march the army to Detroit, and there 
wait for farther orders. This order being positive, no other 
alternative remained, taut obedience. In reflecting on the sub- 
ject, the following considerations forced themitelves on mv mind* 
I had given it as my opinion, that wliile we were at peace witli 
Great Britain, Detroit would be a suitable situation for forces, 
designed to protect that territory, and the nordiern frontier a^^ainst 
the savages, and for this obvious reason, tliat they could re> 
cdve all necessary supplies by the communication of the lake. 
But in the event of war with Great Britain, I had officially stat- 
ed, that without a navj on Lake Erie, that communication 
would be enttrelj closed against us. I had iilcewiae stated in 
that event, the difficulty, if not the impossibility of obtaining 
the necessary supplies in any other way. 

Indeed it must be apparent to all who liave any knowledge of 
the geography of the country, that tliere would be no other 
mode of obtaining supplies, but from the settled parts of tlic 
state of Ohio, through the wilderness wliich 1 had passed, and 
was passing, of more than two hundred miles, and filled with 
hostiie savages. When the Important event of the declaration 
of war against Great Britain' was announced, I received no as- 
sonuices from the Government, that any preparation was made 
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to preserve the communicatioii of the lake* I received no asr 
'snrances that any reenforcements were ia readinesst to make 
such establtslimetita on the road I had opened throagh the wil- 
derness, as would give security to convoys, from the cftate of 

Ohio. I received no assurances, that any army was prepared 
to co-operate with the forces I cnmmandetl, in making offensive 
operations. At that moment, I anticipated what must be the 
£[ite of my arniy» anlesa the meaaares I have* atatedj were 
adopted. 

Notwithstanding these reflectionst I knew the first dnty of & 
soldier -was to obey orders ; and in obedience to them, I march- 
ed the army to Detroit with all possihle expedition. 

In passing a large Indian village, the residence of the Wy- 
ondots, nearly opposite the British fort ^t Maiden, and only 
separated from my rout by the Detroit river, it was the inten- 
tion of the British commanding officer, to have crossed the riv- 
er and attacked the army on its inarch through a hideous swamp^ 
which we entered after passing this Indian village. At this 
time^ haying been informed of the war, a large body of the mi- 
litia of Upper Canada, had reenforced tiie British garriaon* and., 
all the snrroanding tribes of Indians had been invited to join its 
standard. Every preparation was made for it, on the morning 
of the 6th of July. It was only prevented by a communication 
the night before, which I caused to be made, by a confideiflial 
inhabitant of Maiden, then in my camp, to a friend of hia who 
resided in Maiden, and was in the confidence of the command'* 
ing officer. The information communicated was, that it wat 
not the intention of the army to march to Detroity that all thf 
boats had been collected on the west side of the riTor, that can- 
non had been sent for, from Detroit, and that my intention was 
to cross the river, and attack the fort. This information was 
immediately communicated to the commanding officer, which 
induced him to abandoned the enterprize^ and concentrate aU 
bis forces for the defence of the li»rt. This manceavre I deeii- 
ed necessary, as the forces I commanded had been abent • 
month in the wildemefs, on the hardest fiitigwy openiii|;afiMd * 
and not in a situation for disciplinet or prqfMUitioa Ar action* 
Besides the ground was well calculated for Indian warfare, and 
we had.no field artlilety to oppose to that of the enemy^ whicli 
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might easil J have beea transpor tetl across the river. Bj this 
Btratisgein the troops passed this fortress mthoatanaoyance, and 
that eming »rnire4 at Detroit After a leareh of so much 
hardship and fatigaofj thought it was mj duty to permit bpth 
officers and soldiers to rest from dietr labours fi>r a few days. 
The time was however employed in washing thdr ctothes, 
cleaning and repairing their arms. All the armourers at De- 
troit were engaged, assisting in this necessary work. The ene- 
my wore directly opposite at this time, er ecting fortifications on 
the bank of the river.. An impatience was excited* and a strong 
wish manifested among bntb officers and men, to cross the riv* 
cr and commence offensiTe operations. In consequence of this^ 
Icalled aconncilof war, consisting of the field officers, and 
communicated to them the instructions I had received from the 
government, that I. was to march with all possible expedition 
to Detroit and there wait for further or 'crs." I informed them 
that I did not consider myself authorized by those instructions 
to invade the tiK iny's territory, anu I wiished them to give such 
explanations, as would allaj the impatience which had been ex- ^ 
cited. Notwithstanding this communication, the officers gare 
it as their opinion, that it was expedient immediately to cross 
and take possession of the opposite bank. I then informed 
them» aalong as I commanded tiiat army, I should obey the or- 
ders of the GoTemroent* The circumstances of this Council, 
are proved by the testimony of Colonel Cass, who was a mem 
ber of it, and are only stated, to shew the temper and inexperi- 
ence of my officers, and the difficulty of my command. This 
was but four days after the arrival of the army at Detroit. On 
the evening of the 9th, after the council was dismissed, I receir* 
«d a letter from the Secretary of the departdsent of war, author- 
izing me to commence offensive operations. This letter is of so 
much impoHaoce that I shall here recite the part of it,, which 
relates to offensive operations. 

fFar Departments June ftUh^ 1812. ^ 

Sn, 

my letter of the ISih inst you were informed that war 
waa declared against Great Britain. Herewith enclosed, yov 

will receive a copy of the act, and of the Ih^idenVs proclama- 
tion, and you are authoriz.ed to commence oiieuiiive operations 
acqprdingly. 
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-S|ioiikl tiM'foree under jonr commaiid be equU to the eptbc^. 
frise^ coasistent witli the safety of joar own postSy jroa will 
take pnssesmon of MaldeiKy aad extend jour conquests as cir* 

oumstances may justify. 

(Signed) WILLIAM EISTIS. 

On the same evening tins letter wes received, the foUowin§ 
answer was given. 

Ikiraitf M 1812. 

Sir, 

I have received jmr letter of the 24fh of Jane. The army 
under my command arrived here on the 5th of July inst Every 

effort has been and is still making, by tlie British to collect the 
Indians under their standard. They have a large number. I am 
preparing boats, and shall pass the rirer in a few days The 
British have established a post, directly opposite this place- — I 
have confidence in dislodging him, and being in possession of 
the opposite bank. I have little time to write : every thing will 
be done that is possible to do. 

The British command the water and the savaged. 

I do not think the force here equal to the reduction of Am* ' 
herstburg (meaning tlie fort at Maiden ;) yoa therefore must not 
be too sanguine. 

(Signed) ' WILLIAM HULL. 

Hon. Wm. Eustis. 

By the letter which has just been recited from the Secretary 
of War, of the 24th of Jane, and received by me at Detroit, the 
9th of July, I was authorized, 

1st. To commence offensive operations « 

Sd. Should the force under my command be equal to the en- 
terprise, consistent with the safety of our own posts, I was to 
take possession of Maiden, and extend mj conquests, as cir- 
cumstances might justify. 

As soon as I received this letter I determined to cross the 
fiver, and take possession of the bank opposite Detroit. For 
this purpose^ all the boats and canoes belonging to the inhabi* 
tants were collected and repaired. There were none belonging 
lo the public. On the 1 1th of July a sufficient number had beeft 
collected to carry over about four hundred men. As the enemy 
was in considerable force on the opposite bank, and as I could 
not carry over more than four hundred n^en at oucsi I thouj^t 
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it expedient to draw oiTliis attenfioii, at Meh it paniUe* fitM> 
flie point where it was rnj intention to crom. Tbi* point wm- 

at Bloody Bridge, about a mile and a half above Detroit. For 
this I'urpose I ordered all the boats on the 1 Ith, towards even- 
ing, to pass down the river, in sight of the enemy, and to con- 
tanue i".''ow the town until dark, and tlien silently to return to 
the station at Bloody Bridge. This movement had the desired 
effect. The enemy retreated in the night below Sandwicbf and 
at day -light in the morning of the ifit^ the amy puied tbe 
mer^ and landed without any opposition* 



No. XIIL 

As the letter of the Secretary of the department of war of the « 
24fh of June, authorized me to commence offensive operations, 
an<l 2;ives assurances, m behalf of the government, to the inhabi- 
tants of Canada* of protection, in their persons, property, and 
rights ; 1 shall now state- the reaaonsi which induced me to make 
the invasion, and issue the proclamation^ when the army landed 
on the Canada shore. 

The authority given to commence offensive operations, wan 
absolute. There was no qualifications.— Nothing was left to 
my discretion. The intention of this order is very clearly ex- 
plained, by another order contained in the same letter. 

*' Should the force under my command be equal to the enter- 
prise, consistent with the safety of our other posts, I was order- 
ed to take possession of Maiden. &6 " In this case, the authori- 
ty was not absolute, but the measure was left to my discretion. 
If, therefore, I had not commenced offensive operations, the ex- 
pectations of the government would have been disappointed. 

. Situated, however, as this army was, there were other veix 
•trong reasons for tlie measure* The enemy were erecting for^ 
tifications on the opposite bank, directly opposite to the town of ^ 
Detroit. 'J*his bank is a little more elevated, than the one on 
the American side of the r'ver. Had the enemy, therefore, 
been permitted to have finished the fortifications, and armed 
them with cannon, the town of Detroit would have been greatly 
annoyed, and the situation of the army made uncomfortable* 
To dislodge the enrny from this jjMwtioiiy I thought both ex- 
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ftedient and necessary. The poesesaion of both banks, would 
pve us tbe eonmaBd^of the river* and prevent the enemy from 
Midtng aoppliea to the gjtirttoBa on Lake Hvron. 

There were other otgectsy onder the circumatances I waa 
plaeed, which rendered die measure expedient. The delajr of 
•enly^e or two days, in collecting and repairing the boats, and 
in making the necessary preparations increased the impatience, 
which had been before manifested and it arose almost to mutiny. 
This spirit was fostered, and inflamed generallv by the officers 
of the militia^ what the motives were, whether they were an 
eipectatmn of plunder, I will not pretend to aay. 'With many 
of them, however, they proved to be an unsteady, wayward 
apirit ; aa about two hundred of them refused to accompany the 
army, alledging as a reason, that by law, and by their engage- 
ments, they were not obliged tb march out of the IT. States* 
- Another object, whi^h I considered of great importance, vras, 
io preserve the neutrality of the inhabitants of Upper ( anada, 
and the savages, and to prevent tliem from joining the firitisb. 
standard. 

I confidently hoped, when the inhabitants beheld the Ameri- 
can forces in the possession of their country, and in a situation 
to aftbrd them protection, it would be a strong inducement to 
them to remain quietly at their homea,. and take no part in the 
war. 

I believed, when the Indiaaa diacoivercd the American stand- 
ard erected on both sides of the river, it would have a iavoura* * 

ble effect, and induce them to return to their villages, and take 
no part in a war, in which they had no interest. At this time 
th ere was no information that Michillimackinack had fallen, and 
there were some grounds, that these expectations would be 
realized. 

There vras another reason, which most powerfully uiged me to 
take possession of the enemy's country. It waa to draw from 
it provisiens and forage for the support of my anny, and to in- 
tercept, aa for aa possible, the supplies from the river Le 
Trench, to the British garrison at Maiden. In the course of 
these memoirs, I shall exhibit the small quantities of provisions, 
which were at Detroit, the 5th of July, on my arrival, that none 
arrived afterwards, that in the Territoiy of Michigan, there was 
jaot a sufficiency for tbe inhabitantsy and that the whole atock 
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;iroiild liaye been exhaiisted« long before the esfntnlttdottf biA 
not an additional supply been obtained from the inhabHants of 
Canada. The supply indeed waa small, but It had a dmible 

op'Tation ; as it increased our stock and diminished that of the 
enemy. It was taken principally from mills on the river Lc 
Trench, where it had been prepared for the garrison at Maiden. 
I h&y ~ stated these reasons, for the invasion of Canada, not that 
the government made it one of the articles of chargea against 
me. This indeed^ could not have been done* because it wao 
bj its own order; bat I have done if to satisfy some of mj fol* 
low'citisens of its etpediencjt who have attached blame to mm 
for 4he measure^ under the circumstances, in which I was placed* 
Had it not been done by the orders of the government, there in 
no doubt it would have been one of the first charges against mCi 
for which I should have been condemned. 

These are the reasons, which induced me to commeiice offen- 
iive operations, and not with a view to storm the British fort 
at Maiden* with undisciplined and mutinous militia. Mj let- 
ter to the Secretary of War* which has been recited* is concln* 
•tve evidence on this subject* I repeat the words. *^The Bri- 
tish command the water and the savages ; I do not thinh th% 
force here equal to the reduction of Amherstburg, (the fort at 
Maldeoy) you therefore must not be too sanguine." 



No. XIV. 

On the subject of the number which I shall now present tn 
you, I feel more interest than on any other which has been or 
will be discDSsed. It is the proclamation which I issued to the 
inhabitants of Canada. This waa not made an artida of chafge 
against me, because it would have re-acted on the administra!* 
tion. By the letter of the Secretary of War* of the S4th June, 
and which was received before the proclamation was issued, I 
was authorized, when I commenced offensive operations, to 
give assurances of protection to the inliabitants, in their per- 
sons, property, and rights. This was the foundation of the pro- 
clamation, and the substance of it was authorized in this letter, 
and the other parts of it contained reasons to induce the inhahi- 
.taats not to take any part in the contest I shall endaavoiir im 
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give it a fair and candid explanation, and sfate the motive« 
which induced me to issue, it in the form it aj)j»cared. A^'liat- 
Wftr opimoo you may form of it — whether it meets with juur 
approbation or di8approbation-<-I pledge myself to produce an- 
gentle teBiimoiiy, that aa soon at it waa published, it was aent 
to the gmrnment, approved bj the goTemment, and consa< 
qnently became the act of the government ; and that, in publish* 
ing it, I was influenced by pure and honourable motives. 

I feel the more solicitude on this subject, because, many hon- 
ourable men, who have approved of my conduct genn aily, dur- 
ing; that campaign, have not been satisfied with every part of 
the proclamation. As many of you, perhaps have not had an < 
Opportunity of seeing it, I shall here traascribe the whole of it ; 
after which, I shall give such explanations as in my opinion the 
text will justify* 

Bg Willi A« Hvll, Govemour af ih» TMtory of il!cfti^|»i% 
&nA Commanding ihe North Western Jhmjg. 

A PROCLAMATlOiN. 

limABiTAiiTB OF Canada, 
After thirty years of peaoa and prosperity, the United States 

have been driven to arms. The injuries and a^gi f^ssions, the 
in>^ult!» and indignities of Great Britain have once more left 
them no alternative but manly resistance or unconditional sub- 
mission. l*he army under my cummand has invaded your 
country ; the standard of the Union now waves over the territo- 
ry of Canada. To the peaceable, unoffending inhabitants, it 
brings ndther danger nor difficulty, I come to find enemieSf 
not 4o make them. I come to protect, not to i nj ore you* 

Separated by an immense ocean and an eitensive wilderness 
from Great Britain, you have no participation in her counqils, 
no interest in her conduct. You have fdt her tyranny^ you have 
9em her injustice. But I do not ask you to avenge the one or 
redress the other. The United States are sufficiently powerful 
to afford every security consistent with their rights and your ex- 
fiectations. I tender to yon the invaluable blessings of civile 
poUticaly and religious liberty, and their necessarv result ; in- 
dividnal and general prosperity : that liberty which gave deci- 
fion to our councils and energy to our condutt, in a struggle for 
independence, which cond"cted us safely and triumphantly 
iSirough the stormy period of the revolutiou^that liberty which 
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■ 

caised us to an elevated rank among the nations of the world ; 
and which afforded h greater measure of peace amd security, of 
wealth and improvement^ than ever fell to the lot of any 
people. 

In the name of my country^ and the authority of government 
I promise yon protection^ to your penonsy property, and righti. 
Remain at your hornet pursue jour peaceful and custoDiary 
«Yocationi ; raise not your hands against jour brethren. Maaj 
of your fatiiers fougjit for the freedom and independence we now 
enjoy. Being cluldren^ therefore, of the same fanulj with usy 
and heirs to the same heritage, the arrival of an army of friends 
must be hailed by you, with a cordial welcome. You will be 
emancipated from tyranny and oppression, and restored to the 
dignified station of freemen. Had I any doubt of eventual suc- 
cess, I might ask your, assistance, but 1 do not, I come prepar- 
ed for every contingency. I have a force which irill break 
down all oppositioii, and that force is but the vanguard of a 
much greater.. If contrary to jour own interesty and the jast 
eipectations of my country, you should take a part in the ap- 
proaching contest, you will be considered as enemies, and the 
horrours and calamities of war will stalk before you. If the bar- 
barous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued, and the 
savages be let loose to murder our citizens and butcher our wo- 
men and children, this war will be a war of extermination. The 
first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt with the scalping 
knife^ will be the signal of one indiacriminate scene of deaola- 
fion. No white man found lighting by the side of an Indian 
will be taken prisoner— 4nstant death will be his lot. If the 
dictates of reason, duty, justice, and humanity, cannot prevent 
the employment of a force which respects do rights, and knows 
no wrong, it will be prevented by a severe and relentless sys- 
tem of retaliation. I doubt not your courage and firmness, I 
will not doubt your attachment to liberty. If you tender your 
services voluntarilj« thej will be accepted readily. The Unit- 
ed States offer jon peace* libertj, and security. Your choice 
lies between these and war, slavery or destruction. Chooae 
then; choose wisely, and may He who knows the justice of our 
cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of nations, guide yon 
to the result the most compatible with your rights and interest^ 
your peace and happiness. WILLIAM HULI/. 

It ' 
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Before I proceed to an j particular explanaikmt, I ask jmi te 
Imr iii mind^tiie aitnation b which I was placed hj the orders 
•f the go¥eniaiMit« I was in an enemy's coantiy* with the com* 
■land of % small bodj of militiaf and « few regolars, (the nnm* 
tiers will hereafter be described) nearly three hundred miles 
distant from any magazines of provisions, munitions of war, or 
re-enforcements. The enemy with which I had to contend, waa 
all the British troops in Upper Canada, all the militia of that 
province, and all the northern and western Indians, both, in the 
territory of Canada and the United States, together with all the 
strength and resonices of the wealthy and powerful North-west 
Company. 

Placed in this insttlated aitQation» by tiie orders of the gov- 
•mment; and surrounded by all the veteran British troops in 
Upper Canada^ a powerful militia, sniiject to tiie command 

of the British governour of the province, who was the general of 
the army; with but a smail stock of provisions on hand and no 
possibility of obtaining a further supply, as the lake was comr- 
manded by a British naval squadron, and the only communica« 
tion by land, a wilderness of more than two hundred mileSy 
filled with hostile aafiges ; I saw no possibility of even sustain 
ing my sitnationy unless the militia could be prevented from 
taking a part in the war* and joining the British standard. 

A large portion of the population of that province had end- 
grated from the United States. They had been educated witii 
the principles of freedom and independence; and some of them, 
and many of their fathers, had fought and bled in our revo- 
lutionary contest. They were situated more than three thous- 
and miles from the country to wliich they were subjected, and 
had no participation or interest in the measures it adopted. 
Having for a number of years lived in their neighbourhood, I 
had often heard them express the injustice and oppression thej 
iufbred, and their nntnral rig^t* and strong wishes* to partid- 
pate in tiie same fireedoro and independence which their breth- 
ten of the United States enjoyed, and under which they were 
so prosperous and happy. They were informed that the force 
I had was but the vanguard of a much greater. I considered 
that I had solid grounds to make this declaration. 

In the first pliice, it will be seen that I was authorized to 
pledge the iaitb of the govenimentt that they should be protect- 
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in their penoBS* furoperty, and rights. Could I have believ- 
ed that the government would have ^thoiized me to have made 
thia pledget withoat fnmiibiiig the mtMU of redeening Hi I 
beg* jouy Q17 feUow citizmitt to loek backy and €anM» what 
todc plftct« before I left Washingtosy en this 8iil|ject. In mf 
offictal rommtinicatione to the govemnent, I etated« that in the 
event of war with Great Britain, it would be necessary to com- 
mand the waters of Lake Krie, by a naval force superiour to that 
of the enemy ; to provide re-enf<»rcemcnt9, to sec ure the com- 
munication through the wilderness I was to penetrate — and a 
powerful army, to co-operate from the States of New York and 
PeDnsylvania, which border on the eaat part of the lake : that, 
without theae mcaaurea, it would be impooiible for me to auataih 
my aitaation 1 and the porta of Detroit, Miehiilimackaoaeb and 
Chicago^ would fall into the poaaeeaion of th'e enemj. I hope» 
and indeed beliere, you will be satisfied, there wefe sufficient 
grounds on my part for makinj;; this declaration. 

I now c<»ine to that part of the proclamation which regards the 
Indians, and the employment of them in the war by the Britiah 
fovemment. It ia well known, that the mode of Indian war* 
fare ia to give no quarter. After torturing their pnaonera ia 
iiie moat inhuman manner, they pot them to death, unleaa they 
believe they will be uaeful to them aa aUvea, or they can obtain 
an high ranaom for them. In their warfmce, they have no r^pect 
to a^e, to women, or children; wherever their power extejitis, it 
becomes an indiscriminate scene of desolation; and^ on their 
part, a war of extermination. 

In the former wars, it is well known, that many of the Caan^ 
dians have joined their bands, and in every respect assumed 
their dreaa, and ao aaaimiiated tbcmaelTea to then^ that it wap , 
impoaaiUe to make any diatinctioD. If it ia the Indian mode of 
warthre to g^ve no quarter, it ia certainly proper for thoae 
againit whom they tght to obaenre the same rule. If whfte men 
paint and disfigure themselves, and assume the dress of Indians, 
and fight by their sides in war, in such a manner that they can- 
not be distinguished, I ask whether it is not proper to treat fhem 
in the san>e manner as Indians. By a reference to General 
Brock's proclamation, in answer to mine, it will bewen tluit ho 
joatified thia mode of warfare of hia savage allies. 
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It is cAMerved, jfthe barbaroos and tmge fAvsf «ff0rM| 
Britain be pnnaed, and Itfie nvai^es are let looae to nrardtt 
oar citixensy and batcher our women and diildreny ibis war 
will be a war of extermiatttion. It then states* tbat if the dic- 
tates of reason, duty< justice, and hnmsnitj cannot prevent tha 
employment of a force, which respects no riglits^ and knows no 
wrongs, it will be prevented bj a severe and reientless system 
of retaliation. 

It will be perceived, that all these declarations are grounded 
on the principle of retaliation ; this principle, I have ever been 
tanght by the high authority of tlM laws of nationSt ii well 
founded and just. The whole paroclamation has been recitod^ 
and f beg it may be particnlarly observed, that the threateung 
declarations am hypothetical ; that» the enemy pume fhfal 
barbarons policy we must retaliate in our own defence. 

On the 19th of July, the day after it was published, a copy of 
it was sent to the government. The paragraph of the letter is 
in these words : — ** Enclosed is a copy of a proclamation to the 
inhabitants, which I hope will be approved by the government. 
Two hundred copies have been printed and are in circulation.'^ 
See HuWa Trials page 10 of the Index, , Here follow several 
extracts of letters received from -the war ^^partmenty inreplj 
to mj letters about that date. 

«* fTar Department .^lug. 1, 1812. 

*' Sir: Your letters of the 13th and 14th, together with your 
proclamation, have been received. Your operations are ap- 
proved bj the President" 

In another letter, dated on the same day the proclam^ion 
iras received, the Secretary of war says i I1ie progress yon 
have made, and the success which has attended itf are highly 
satisfactory to the President." 

In another letter from the Secretary of War, dated' the 8th 
of August, eight days after the receipt of the proclamation, he 
says : " Your letters of the 21st and 22(1 of July have been re- 
ceived and your arrangements are approved by the President.'^ 

These letters have lately been obtained from the war office^ 
and are certified to be true copies. 

Thus it appears, from the records of the war office, that mj. 
letlerofthe.fSth of July, enclosing the procUmatlon, was re- 
ceived on the ist of August ; that on the nme dajt tht Secrata* 
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Tf wrote me a letter, acknowledging the reeeipt of if, and say- 
ing that mj operations were approved by the President. 

On the Banie day, the Secretary wrote me another letter, rc- 
. ferring likewise to the one enclosing my proclamation ; in which 
he said, that the progress 1 had made, and the success which 
bad attended it was higMy satisfactory to the President ;" and 
in another letter* written eiglit daya after the receipt of the proc- 
lamation, he says, referring to the same tmljecty '^yonr ar* 
rangementa are approved by the Preudent," 

After this explanation and state of ftcts» which has been 
proved by the records of the goverment, I confidently snbmit the 
subject to your candid decision. 

I have been the more particular on this subject for two reasons 
which have not been mentioned. One i**, aliliouj^h this procla- 
mation was not an aricle of charge against me, as I before ob- 
aervedt yet it waii copied from the records of the govemmenty 
and sent to the court martial as evidence against me on my 
trial, and pablished with the other evidence* by Lieut* CoK 
Forbes* in his report of my trial. There could have been > 
no other motive* but to have created unfiivourable impres- 
sions against me. It is with reluctance, that I state the other 
reason, because it may in some measure, affect characters, for 
whom I have the liighest respect, and on whom the future hopes 
of our country are placed. 

By the journal of the proceedings of the commissioners, at 
the treaty of Ghent, it appears, that the commissioners on the . 
part of Great Britain, stated some improper aggressions, which 
our government had committed against the inhabitants of Cana- 
da. Not having the jonmal before me* I cannot state precisely* 
and it is not necessary* what they were. - The American com- 
missioners asked them for the evidence. The proclamatiott, 
whicli has been referred to, was offered as evidence. The 
American commissioners declared that it was tmauihorized and 
disapproved by the government. 

On this subject, my fellow citizens, you have before you the 
documents and evidence* giving me an authority to issue this 
proclamation, of its being sent to the government, and the Pres- 
ident's approbation of it* in three letters* after it h|id been re- 
<Sirived^-Hny enquiries of the Hon. John Qpincy Adansy on 
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what grounds th&t decUration was nade» and his answer, arc 

contained in my second number. 

Thusyit appears* that OTery wheel, and indeed the whole 
nachinerj of the administration, was put in motion, however 
distant fronn the centre of operation, to exonerate itself, and 
place on my shoulders, all the misfortunes which took place at 
the commenccineni of the war j a war, however just were the 
causes of it, was declared without any preparation ; and I caA 
, safely appeal to tho public records, to prore, ccmtrary to every 
opinbn 1 had given on the subjects 

In not less than three official communications made to the 
administration, I stated that if war was declared, witiiont 
the command of the lake, Detroit, Michillimackanack and 
Chicago, must in the nature of tilings, fall into the hands of 
enemy. 



No. XV. 

Havhtg in the former numbers explained the motiTes which 

rendered it expedient, to cross the Detroit river, and take a posi- 
tion with the principal part of the forces on the opposite bank, I 
shall now endeavour to satisfy you of the propriety of the delay 
in this situation, and offer the reasons why an attack on the 
British fort at Maiden was not made. In the same letter, from 
the Secretary of War, which authorized me to commence offen* 
sive operaticms, an attempt to take possession of the British fort 
a t Maiden, was left to my discretion. This letter was received 
the 9th of July, in the evening. On the same evening this let- 
ter was received, I wrote to the Secretary, in answer to it, in 
these words: — '*The British command the water and the sav- 
ages. — I do not think the force here, equal to the reduction of 
Amherstburg. You therefore, must not be too sanguine." 

As the Secretary's letter only authorized me to make the at- 
tack on the British fort at Maiden, provided, I considered my 
force adequate to the enterprise, and consistent with the safe^ 
of my other posts ; and as in my answer, I gave it as my opinion 
/that my force was not equal to the enterprise, and gave my 
naam lor the opinion, (viz.) that the enemy commanded the 
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Wftter and the savages. I could not have believed U poea^bief 
tfter the government had confided tbiABeeeare to mj discreueo^ * 
Mid had fuMj approved ef my ooodact, that it eeeld have been 
nade a charge ef capital cffmce agaasit M. Bolaoit w%aii4 
I therdbfey must aek* the itodnlgeaee oC jow patiesoey ia etatia^ 
the feaeoDflf which governed my eendnet. 

After having received these discretionary orders, and after 
having given this answ er and opinion, if I had made the attempt^ 
and it had been uneuccessful, wliat would the officers of the ad- 
ninistration have said ? They would have said, .and wUh pro- 
priety, that 1 was mhf aathorized to adopt thia mmBUft^pnvi^ 
ded mj iisrce waa competent to it f that i had commaiaalt^ t* 
Aem mj^opiBieB that it waa not competest to it, ami therefeve 
It had been attempted* contrary to the spirit ef the ordera 1 had 
received, and would then l^ave been a sufficient ground for an 
article of charge. In explaining the reasons of my conduct on 
this occasion, nothing shall be disguised, nothing shall be kept 
back, nothing shall be said, but what is founded in truth^ whe<* 
ther it operates for or against me* Under these impresaioil8y 
I wish jon to nnderatandt that ot the 9th of July* when I wrote 
to the Seci<etary of War« and lafbniied him that mj force waa 
Bot equal to the rednctioo of Maldeo* it waa wicertalii» what 
psK the inhabitanta of Upper Canada weald take hi the war* 
They were subjects of the British nation, and liable to the or* 
ders of its government. Unless in some M ay they could be pre- 
vented from taking a part iu the war, they alone were sufficient 
to overwhelm the whole of my army. They were militia, com- 
posed of the same materials, as the principal part of my arraj 
and more than five times its number. With respect to the sav- 
agea, many of them at that time had jeiaed tlie Britiah atand- 
ardt and no certain calcotations coald be made^ that I should 
be able to induce them to return and remain quiet at their Til- 
lages, n was well known that a great portion of the inhubitaata 
of the Province, felt no very strong attachment to the govern- 
ment under which they lived. Many of tliera, as I have before 
observed, were born and educated in the United States, had en- 
joyed the blessings of a free government, and were united to 
us by ties of friendship and of blood. 

They remembered the time when the United Sfcalssi wem. 
^vin^ea ef -Oreai Britaint the histacy el owr rmlntieni and 

■ 



were not ignorant of the blessing: we enjoyed as an independent 
nation. I could not but indulge the expectation, that fmm their 
•Itmtloii md fediiigii, tktj wwM mait liave tMa ditpMcd to 
hftTC j«iB«iil In the wtr tgainrt as. For mm% tferj »p* 
peaninee jvvtiM Mi «q»ectetki^ JUtge niraiker0» Ivbo.bMl 
Wen ealMinto IMdcn for itB dcfeoce^^mM U» our eaviy^ and 
receiTed tlie prote«ti«n of wr gottnmeiit NuaiWrt cane froim 
•very part of the province, and gave assurances of their friend- 
ship, and their determination, not to lake arii;s againbt u». Un-^ 
der these circumstances, I cont»idered dela}' favourable to my 
operations, as the force of tke eoemy was every day diiuini^far 
•d. S|roDg detachkents ivere made to the river Trench, to 
ceileet and 1b» M^Men, to reconnoitre the situation 

of the enemy* All the artifieen ef the amy were eBi|»loyed 
. making carriagee for tipeiity*iMr fKMnders* for the Attack en the 
Ibrt at Bfelden, and HeatiBg haiteriea were cemmeneed to tran- 
iport them down the rieerf if possible, to operate agiiiut the 
enemy's naval force. 

These preparations for an attack on (lie fort at Maiden, were 
made under the expectation, or at leubt tlie hope, that the de- ^ 
sertion of the militia would continue, and other events would, 
take place, which would render that measure expedient. 

During this delay, a clamour was excited in the camp, by the 
ffficers the militia, because the army was not immediately 
mardied to the attack of Maiden. In consequence of thb im- 
patittccy two days after the invasion of the enemy's territory, 
I called a eniBcil ef war^ and proposed ^e qoeatkm, whether 
it were ei pedl«it to attempt, with the baybnet, to storm the fort 
at Maiden. The council deicrniin*'d that no attempt ouglit to 
be made on Maiden, until the heavy artillery was prepared. 

Although, from the time of the first council, to the 5th of Au- 
gust, many circumstances had taken place, which will hereafter 
be related, to reader an attack on Maiden still mure inexped* 
ieaty aid the hmrj artUlerj had net bean completed, yet en ac- , 
caentof thegyeat inpatieBce of the effifien» I called another ' 
coanail-ef Wirt en the 5th of August 

' Inthie coaBciU I staited that the haavj artillery was net ua 
readiness, but would be in two or three days. The question 
Was then submitted to the council, whether it were expedient to 
wait for the heavy artiUerj, in ,ord«r to make a breach in the 
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workty or iounediatelj to make the attempt with the bajmittt 

atone ? 

Before the question was takeiit I obaerred to thoby that if it 
ahonld be their opimon thai it was «ipediait to nake tlie at- 
tack immediatel jt and tliej wo«ld aatwcr for tiieir oAen, I woald 
tt lead them to Ae enterprise. Cokmel Miller, (who commanded 

the regulars,) answered, he would be answerable for the men 
1^ he commanded. Colonels McArthur, Cass, and Finlej, (who 
I commani ed the militia,) said they would not be answerable, but 

hoped they would behave well. The council then determined 

that it was expedient to wait two dajs longer for the heavy ar» ' 

t|]lery. 

Thus it appears^ that notwithitanding the impatience and de- 
are which was manifeited to attack the fort with the bajonetf. 
yet when it came to the test, and I declared to them that I 

would lead them, if in their opinion in council, thej thought it 
expedient, their impatience and desire subsided, and Ihej 
thought it best to be aided in the enterprise by the heavy artil- 
lery. These facts are proved by the testimony of Colonel Mil- 
ler, and others, and a more particular detail) will be inind iis 
my defence before the court martial. 



Na XVI. 

As the measures alluded to in my last number of not attack- 
ing Maiden, and of recrossing the Detroit river, were made ar- 
ticles of capital charge against me, by the administration^ I 
must ask your particular attention to these subjects. Howevef 
contraty tiiey were to my feelings and wishes, yet under the 
unexpected circumstances, which had taken place, they were in 
my opinion dictated by a sense of imperious duty — ^had I been 
influenctjd only by a desire of popular fame, and not been gov- 
erned by the dictates of duty, I should have been unworthy of 
the confidence which had been placed in me. — Tliere existed, 
however, powerful inducements to a departure from the line of 
conduct which I pursued. I well knew the interest which the 
progress of the army I commanded had excited, and the expec- 
tations which were cherished. I well knew tti feetings of tiie 
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«ficcrt ttid loldim of the Ohio militia, who in a patriotic man- 
Ber had ▼olimteered their semcea ; and the effect that a retro- 
grade mofenent wonld have on them. I well knew tiieir 
anxiona desire, when they retnmed to their homes, after the 

fatigues and dangers of the campaign had passed, to be adorn- 
ed with laurels, and to be hailed by their friends and neighbours 
as the conquerors of Maiden. As to myself had I been influ- 
enced by motives of ambition alone, I was no stranger to the 
mad which would have conducted me to popular favour, or of 
tiie rawirda and honown, which an achievement so anziooslj ex- 
pected, wonld Imve beatowed. 

In adopting the measures, whidi I did on tiiis occasicm, I 
hope to cottTince you, that I, was inflaenced by the purest mo- 
tives, that the measures were strictly conformable to establish- 
ed military principles, and that not even errours of judgment 
much less crimes, ought to have been imputed to me. 

The number of effective men, of which my army consisted, 
has been greatly exaggerated, both at this time, and at the time 
of the capitulation. — in the course of these memoirs, I shall 
present a more particular detail. At present, I shall make 
inch statements and present such docnments, as will enable 
joa to form a satbfactovj estimate of mj forces in tiie enemy's 
country, at the time I recrossed Detroit iiTer, , 

By the letter of the Secretary of war, of the 9th of Aprils 
1812, which gave me the command of these forces, their num- 
bers were stated, and the objects for which they were called 
into service. The numbers were 1200 militia from the state of 
Ohio, and the 4th United States' Regiment, which consisted of 
about 300. I never received any instructions from the Govern- 
ment to march with a larger force* A few straggling volun<- 
teerst from the novelty of the scene, curtosityy or a desire to 
•ee the country* followed the army* and were included in the 
return* 

On the road which was opened through the wilderness three 
block houses were built, and garrisoned for the purpose of aid- 
ing in the security of the communication, and the protection of 
convoys of provisions, against the savages. It appears from 
Lieut. Furbush's testimony, and other evidence on my trial 
(Page 146 of Lieut. Gol. Forbes' report of the trial,) all the 
umk ni. the .amy* with a suitable number to take care of them« 
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were made ^risoMrs in the Tfasel, which sailed from the Mi* 
ami, on the J Bt of Jul j. for Detroit* in paMing the Fort at Mid* 
den, before I had received information of the declaratiiHi of 
war.^o^rhis number mint have been aa manj as aixtj, as the 

Lieut, who was himself on board the vessel, says, it was ag 
maaj as she could carry. A number of the sick of the arniy, 
on its march, were left at the river Raisin, and never agaia 
joined it. Oneiiundred and eighty of the Ohio militia refused 
to paaa the riyer when I commenced offensive operationa, al- 
lodging aa a reason, that they were not obliged to serve ont of 
the United States* The aggregate of these nnmbersi will 
cmomit to more than three hundred. In addition to this num- 
ber, a subaHem officer and thirty men, were left at the Miami, 
to build a stockade fort, bj orders from the Secretary of war. 
Besides this, it was necessary to leave a portion of the troops, 
for the security of the fort ol Detroit, and the other posts in ita 
vicinity. 

In addition to th^e Ohio militia, and the 4th regiment^ there 
was a company in the fort of Detroit. Being govemour of die 
territory, ita militia were under my command. The population 
of thai territory did not much exceed four thousand, and scat- 
tered 'from< lake Superior to .the Miami of lake Erie, a distance 
of about five hundred miles. Little or no advantage could be 
derived from this militia. The unfortunate loss of my papers 
during the campaign, the circumstances of which will be parti- 
•ularly related in a future number, prevents me from giving, 
at preRent, a more particular detail. But here we have the 
lugliest aethority for the numbers ordered by the govemmenty 
and in my trial* inll be found conclusive evidence, wi& respect 
to those taken in the vessel, those left in the block houses, and 
those who refused to pass the river. — It was now the 6th or 7th 
of Aujjust ; the troops had endured great fati2;ue in opening the 
road on their march, and the principal part of them had not 
been inured to a camp life. They were in a country liable to 
the ague and fever, and a large number were sick and de- 
bilitated. 

' At my tM my proaecutorsendeavonred to make the Dumbers 
as large as possible — A return was presented to the Cowrt 
Martial made at fbrt Finlay at the commencement of the 

march, and before any detachments were made, and the total 
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gtgfemmeat This return indided all the f^lnmteen* an(} Ibl- 
lowers of the army, not legally subject to n>y command, waa;- 
onnere, packhorse-men, &c. &c. &c. On the data here given 
the effective force at Sandwich, could not have been one thou- 
sand, which will appear evident by mathematical calculation. 

In a future number, in which I shall state the reasons wfaj 
tile capitulation was necessary, I shall explain the manner in 
viudi 6«n* Brock made tiie nvmbers so mnch kigpr. I wtU 
aevr obI^ state n lew facts on thai snlilfecit la thfeflnt placet 
tke troops made prisoaers at Mi€hiUimackanack» weia at De* 
trail en their parol^ and were included in the nvmber. like* 
wise the Michigan railitla were included, which joined the ene- 
my on their first landing at the Spring Wells. Major Jessop, 
who was one of my most violent prosecutors, and who mani- 
fested a desire to augment my force as much as possible, in his 
testiokony before the Court Martial, says we crossed the nver 
witk aixteea or eighteen hundred men» This lioweTer was a 
mere matter of opiaioai because he did not statoy or psiUaea 
any documentor enridinca on which it was grtoaaded. By his 
own expressiaat he was aBoartain> and bad no correct dala^ mi 
which even to ftund an opmioa* His testiaMay Aerelbrei 
leaves it as uncertain, as if he had said, between a thousand 
and eighteen hundred. By the official documents and evidence, 
which I have here given, it is impossible in the nature of things^ 
that his opinion could have been correct. Notwithstanding this 
testimony, 1 think you must be satisfied that at this timoy I bad 
not on the Canada shore» a thousand effectita men. 

Without giving any wm^t to my opinioa» frear the evidaaca 
here eakilatod, and an aocarata caleulatioai you will be sUo to 
ftna an estimato for yoorsaWes. I rimU aow' pMceed to slato 
ikt sitealioa in which I was placed, and dSse my reaaoas, finr 
not making an attack on the fortress at Maiden. Obedience to 
erde^'s, is the first duty of a military officer. I will therefore 
again state, the only order I had received on the subject. lu 
the letter of the Secretary of war, of the 24th of June, I was 
only authorized to make the attempt, provided I thougbt n^ 
force was adequate to the enterpriae^ and it could be done con« 
sistent witk tho safety of my adMr posts. * Hew it waalefit to 
aiy diaeration, and if I did aa^ b^liava H aoald bedsnauMi 
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•ifety, in the mamer stated ntik» afder, aeHlMr its hitat wm 

spirit authorized the enterprise. ' 

The following reasons induced me to believe that it was not 
expedient. 

' The few undisciplined forces I commandedi were in an ene- 
my's coiintrjf and surrounded by foes of every descriptiiMi* 
The waters and the wilderness were enemies, which in the na- 
tore of thingst codd not be controaled by any means in ngr 
power* I had no commimication with mj covntrj, excepting 
through one or the other of them. Tfie first was obstmeted by 
the enemy's navy, the other by his savage allies. Thus it ap- 
pears, my communication was entirely cut ott, and distant 
about three hundred miles from any part of the country on 
which I could depend for re-enforcementSt or necessary sup- 
plies. 

Information had now been recetred, that the fortress at liioli^ 
.illimackanaek, sitaated on the navigable waters above met and 
wlikh the enemy commanded, bad ftllen' into the pess es s t en of 
the British and savage forces, which surrounded it. 

Tlie news of this event was accompanied with information 
which cast a shade over my prospects, and greatly encouraged 
atad strengthened the force of the enemy opposed to me. 

Immediately after the fall of Michillimackanack, messages 
were sent by the Indian Chie£h who attended the British troops 
in the redaction of that place, and who* inhabited the adjacent 
country, to all the villages south, as Ihr as Miaaii, inibrmiiii^ 
them ihat thej had joined the British standard, that IficbiUi* 
mackanack had fhllen into their hands, ^at^ Chichago was in> 
Vested, and ^at they were all preparing to proceed to Maiden ; 
that they expected there to meet all their warriours, and assist in 
the reduction of Detroit. That an express had likewise been 
sent to General Brock, informing him of the event, and that the 
Canadians and savages were coming to join the army at Mai- 
den. About the same time, viz. the 4th of August, I received 
information, that Majtw Chambers, of the Aitish army, with a 
detachment of regular soldiers and brass field pieces, had land-^ 
ed on the weift part of Lake Ontario, had penetrated as frr as 
life river Le Trench, and was collecting all the Canadian miH- 
tia and savages of iXat part of Canada, to lead them against my 
army. At this time I likewise received information, that Colo- 
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Rel Proctor, of the British army, had arrived from fort Erie, by 
water, with re-enforcements at Maiden. As their re-enforce- 
ments were guarded bj an armed vessel, I had nothiug to op- 
pose to them, to prevent their junction at Maiden. Indeed the 
ikdvAvtage to the eoftmy of commanding ti»t» lake because mij 
day mora afiparent. Both re-enSMrceiBentSt aiid 8ii|iplies, covld 
be tiwiiported witb iiwiU^ fiKHn one poat to another) whonmr 
-it bewie neceaaary* 

At this timet I had iEturcepted a letter from a Mr. flfcKeiizle» 
A member of ffe Noi^weat Company, at fort William, to a 
Mr. McIntoi>h A Sandwich, the principal agent of that com- 
pany, in Upper Canada, dated the 19th of July, 1813. The 
genuineness of this letter was proved on my trial, and admitted 
hk evifleuce. It afibrds such clear evidence of the force on the 
bordera of the lakes above me* ami that it was to be directed 
afM»st mt» that I shall here recite the billowing extraeti 
' from it - 

^ The declaratioa of war reached us on the 16th inst. [viz* 
16th My] but we are nmther astonished nor alarmed. Oor 

<'ai;ents ordered a g<>neral muster, \vhich amounted to twelve 
** hundred, exclusive of several hundreds of the natives. We 
**are equal in all to sixteen or seventeen hundred strong. One 
**of our gentlemen started on the 17th with several light canoes 
" for the interiour country, to rouse the natives taactivitj* which 

is ntt hard to do on the present occasion, ^e likewiae dis* 

patfihed messengers in all dirsctions with the news* I have not 
'^tiie least doubt bnt oar force in ten days hencot wUlamoant to 
<*five thousand effective men. Oor young gentlemen and en* 

gagees, ofifered most handsomely, to march immediately for 
"Michillimackanack. Our Chief, Mr. Shaw, expressed his 

gratitude, and drafted one hundred. They are to proceed 
*^ tliis evening for St Joseph's. He takes about as many la- 

dians. Could the vessel contain themi he might have had 
<«fbur thonsand more. It now depends on what accounts we 
'*reeeive from St. Joseph'^ whether i^ese nnmenms tribes^ften 

the interiour will proceed to St. loieph's or not^'' 

At the time I intercepted, this letter, its contents were eon- 
firmed by tlie information I received from Lieutenant Hanks, 
Doctor Day, and Mr. Stone, who had arrived at Detroit from 
Minhillimaf.lgmackf prisoners on parole*. They stated) that be* 
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fore the J left MiehillimackaDack, a number of booli «id cft« 
noes had arrived, in which. several gentlemen came passengers, 
who, they were informed, were agents of the North-wt st Cora- 
panT« Mi4i4id come from fort William, on lake Saperiour af** 
Ur ^ fnem tb» 4ecl«nrtioii of, war had been rec^ved there ; 
aiii tettiiQr gimlheaMe Moattiie ef tba Cuuidian and pot* 
agefofcc, aad ite dtitiiuitibm m h cotttuned m Mr. M^Utt* 
zie>lotliir They tether etaftid t» aMf duil e large body eC 
savages were collected at the oetkt of like Seperknir end tiutt 
two thousand savages, according to the best estimate they could 
make, were at Michillimackanack, prepared to proceed and 
join the British force at Maiden. Lieutenant Hanks was killed 
in the fort at Detroit, which deprived me of his testimony. 
Doctor Day end Mr. Stone, who were both at MichiUimadEa^ 
Back, and preaeet, when Lianteaaiit Hank made tiie comrniuii- 
catHm to eie, id tbcir teatimoiiy o& my trialf felly eonfitniedtike 
statement here made. 

In addition to all this combination of force, which was pro- 
ceeding against mc, symptoms appeared in the interiour of my 
■ camp, not less alarming. The spirit of mutiny, which before 
hnd manifested itself in whispers, increased, and became more 
open. It was evident it was now fostered and encouraged by the 
principal officers of the miiidat and was fast rising into aa 
avowed conspiracy. howevery'never believed the cxtenff on^ 
emity and malignity ef it, until it was eonfesaed in Colonel 
Cass' letter to the Secretary of War, (which b paMiahed in my 
. trial, page 25 of the appendix) which, in the course of thcae 
memoirs, will be more particularly noticed. 

Notwithstanding the fortress of Maiden had been strengthen- 
ed by British re-enforcements, notwithstanding many of the 
miUtia of Upper Canada had returned to their duty, under a 
proclamation of pardon from the commanding officer, notwitk-^ . 
sfuiding, after the fitll of Michillimackanack^ the MTyoadota, and 
ether tribes of Indians connected with them* had joined tke 
standard of the enemy, yet, under all the cireoustanoest I was 
determined to make the attempt en the Ibrt on the 8tk ef Au- 
gust, and made my arrangements accordingly. 

And I now repeat wliat I stated in my defence, that there is 
no part of my conduct, since I have been a soldier, that I reflect 

upon with 80 mush self csmvifition efeneurt as ids vpoAtkin.^* 

r 
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I look back widi regret upoB the monteDt itImd I yielM im %m 
couDcils of the inexperienced officers 1 commaaded, and deter- 
mined to make an attempt, which my own judgment did not ap« 
pv»T% whkk WW contrary to all military knowledge, aid which 
MO iaMm B%jkt aot fastify, I thought, hovftWi it was po^* 
liMe, <liatif I ircf 0 wiectwiMf mai ilwrid y o iwn mjirif <f the 

fl4Miie ihorttiiiief an^in Hist Une, I Indict kgfum 

succour and security, from my own country, and hit tfHie% 
that 1 had been led to expect would be operating below me. 



»a XVII^ 

I SHALL now ask your attention to the reasons which finally in- 
duced me not to make the movement and attack on the fortress 
at Maiden, according to the arrangement I had made, but to re- 
cross tlie river with the principal part of the army, on the even- 
ing of the rth of August That afternoon I received tW4) letters . 
fro4ii General HaU» who- commanded the Amertcan tnops on 
tiie Niagara Straits, and one from General Porter, from Black 
Bock. By these lettei;8 1 wM informed that a large nvmber of 
boats, filled with 6ri^^ troops, had passed over Lake Ontario, 
to the west part of it, and were directing their course to Mai- 
den, and likewise, that the British forces, with tiie Canadian 
militia, and savages, on tlie opposite side of the Niagara river, 
were moving by water, to the same point; and what was 
more decisive still on my operations, by the same letter^ I wai 
informed that nothing would be done there to check theae 
melita» and that no assfistance or co-dperatioii would be aflbrded 
from that quarter, to the army I commanded* It is impossible 
for me to eipress the disappointment which this information oc- 
casioned-M^rhat posslfble events could have taken place, which 
would hare authorized General Brock to have withdrawn the 
troops from fort George, fort Erie^ and the otlier posts on the 
Niagara river, I could not conceive;— especially, as I had 
grounds , to believe that the whole strength of the Americsn 
forces were posted on the opposite bank--and as the Secretsij 
sf Warhsi iaIeriBed ^tonersl SesifNini or*m;f situsliimi and 
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those very stations, from which I was informed they were with- 
drawn, and were bearing on rac. The real and troe causes 
which enabled the enemy to withdraw his forces from those sta- 
tions on the Niagara river, and concentrate them^ and bis otber 
troops, against the army I commanded, were then vnkoowa til 
me* The mystery has since been imMdedy ami tine eaases ara 
as affaMBi as the sun at neoiiHlay widuNit « deod. It was the 
armiaiic^ er cessatilm of heatilities« ivhtch' CteMral DearboK% 
^ semer officer of the army, agreed to the beginniiif of An* 
gust, and which he communicated to the Secretary of War, on 
the 8th of the same month, as appears by his letter of that 
date, in which the army I commanded was not included, but 
which extended to ail the other forces on the northern borders. 
This conventioDf or agreemoRt entered into by General Dear* 
boroy an4 its consequences on my sHnation, will he fully con* 
aidered in my ftiture numbers. 

It noir appeared that the whole war ag^nst Canada, was to 
be carried on with the ISOO Ohio militia^ and three hundred 
regulars, which were placed under my command. It will be re* 
membered before I crossed the river, and took a position in 
the enemy's country, I stated to the Secretary of War, in my 
letter of the 9th of July, which has been before referred to, that 
I did not consider my force adequate to the enterprize, and in 
a former number, have stated the reasons, which induced me 
to cross the lirer and take possession of Sandwich. 

When I received these letters from General Hall and Geser- - 
al Pmrter, the * expectations whicK I had before entertained of 
my communication by the lake being opened by a naval force, 
and of assistance and co-operation, from our armies on the Nia- 
gara river, were at an end. These letters from Generals Hall 
and Porter, were admitted in evidence 6n my trial, and the time 
and circumstances of receiving them proved, by the testimony, 
of Colonel Miller,, to whom I communicajpd the contents. (See 
Col. Miller's testimony, page 117, LieuCCol. Forbes' report of 
my trial.) 

After this information, and thus situated, I determined to re- 
cross the river with the principal part of the army, not with an 
intention of relinquishing the object of the reduction of Maiden, 
and offiuisive operations ai^uost Canada, but of waiting until 
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in the meantime of attempting to o|>eii mj communication 
through the wilderness. 

I had now, no communication with my country, and it was 
Bot possible to obtaia aa/ through any other channel. On the 
security of this commnoicatnn the purpose obtaining sup* 
pltesy I ooosiderad tke veiy ezBtence of my army depended. 

If I had believed that an attack on Maldien* with a prahahiti^ 
«f eaeeewy'weiild hove eflbeted the 4>^ect of opening this eesH 
raunication^ or of even giving fiictUty to it, I shoold eheec^y 
have undertaken it. ' 

As I have before observed, my own fame, and the gratification 
of my officers, were powerful inducements to the measure. 
Situated) however, as I was, it was my opinion that it would 
have been a useless waste of blood* and success woold have, been 
attended with no advantage. 

The redaction of Maiden could have had no effect on the na- 
val force of the enemj^ unless ail the haihours on theCanida 
shore, and among the islands, had been in our possesiien. It 
would have been utterly impossible to have maintained the for- 
tress. It must have fallen for the want of supplies. The wa- 
ters of the lakes would have remained shut against us. If, 
therefore, the road through the wilderness to the settlements oS 
Ohio could have been opened, still no supplies could have pas- 
sed into the fort without crossii^ the water, and that would 
have been prevented by the enemy's naval ^orce.* 

As MidiilliaaekBnack had fallen, if we had possessed Mal- 
den* in a very short tine it would have been as^ed by ail the 
Canadians attached to the North-western Company, with the 
numerous and powerful hosts of savages of that region, ind by 
the British force, which had landed on the western part ef Lake 
Ontario, with the militia and savages of that part of the coun- 
try. The naval armament would have co-operated with these 
^Mxes, the supplies would have been intercepted, and no relief 
er assistance could possibly have been afforded. 

If, widi the knowledge I had of the forces which were mareh- 
ing against me, I had made an attack on Maiden* it would 
have been as great a crime as any of which I was accused by 
the admiiiistratioa, diid i certainly should have wanted the con- 
sciousness of having acted from the purest motives, aud accord- 
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Thitf it appears, that die Hide army I eotnnaiMied was en- 
tirelj cut off from the country, and could receive no more sus- 
tenance from it than the arm can receive Bustenance when cut 
off and separated from the human body ; and remaining in this 
situation, it must as inevitably have perished aa tb«4UiD would 
perish without receiving sustenance from the sovm 0» whkli it 
deeded for life. At I ewiridawd the eiiit«ii€««f m^imtf 
dep n i j Ud on opemag tk« oonouiiicalioa Hum^ 4* road 1m 
^ {JfhMf and 'as no other possible mode presented of etectin§ it Imt 
by reerossing the rirer with the principal part ef the ann^^ it 
was adopted on the evening of the 7th of August 

These, fellow citizens, as I observed in my defence, were 
the grounds on which I made a retrogade movement with a part 
of the army to Detroit. It was from thence 1 could open the 
only channel, through which it could derive the means of its 
oilitence. If mj judgment then misled me, it fm^jmni jpet to 
mislead me ;lbr«fery day .that I have lived I haM become smco 
conident tliat I did rif^t'to leave the enemy's conntiy. Had I 
Ibllewed the dictates of my own judgment I should have made 
my retreat to the Miami, and there waited for co-operation and 
a&sistatice. The distance from thence to tlie settlements in 
Ohio would have been comparatively short ; I should have had 
no enemy in my rear but savae:es, and it might have been possi- 
ble to have presented my coti muuication, and obtained suppUea. 
The day after I recroesed the river, (the 9th of Ai^pst,) I pro- 
posed this measura tor some of the princip|l offioeta* IwiUhon^ 
give the answer of Colonel Cass. It waa» that if I di^ nnder 
the eiiiting cir6amstancesi every man of the Ohio Tolnntoeis 
and mihtia would Issve mo« His language was, as he states 
it himself, that the mUttia would retreat with me if they thought 
a retreat necessary. But as they undertook to judge that it was 
not then necessary, they would leave me, and not a man would 
retreat under my command* Colonel Cass's testimony oathift 
snl^ct is in the following words. I reoopect a conversatiov* 
after the retreat from Canada^ and befiMre we wont to the river, 
Baisin* in which Getisral HoU sng|ested» that as he heard of »o 
co-operatiim fiwm below^ it mi|^t be nneessai^ to take poet ai 
tfaeMiami. I Ihink I told Genead Hntt thaV if widei; w^ting 
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ttrcutnstancea, he took such a step, the Ohio militia would de^ 
»ert him to a man. Whethe I told General Hull so or not, I 
Urn confident it would have been the case." This, among maiijr 
other things which might be mentioned, is evidence of the insub* 
ordination which was among the troops. That this spirit was 
encouraged by the principal offic«ra is evident, from the confea* 
iions of some of them on mj triaU The officers were indebted 
to the. soldiers fordieir stations; they were their neighbours^ 
and were elected by them. They lived together, in camp on 
habits of perfect equality, and before this campaign, neither 
officers nor soldiers had «^ ver seen any actual service, and had 
never been accustomed to any military discipline excepting 
company trainings about their doors. It is unnecessary for me 
to describe the difficulty of commanding troops of such a char- 
aster; or of peiforming any military operations where obedience 
to orders is tasential to success. No better exemplification can 
possibly be given tlian the conduct wliicii both officers and men 
«xhibiled on this occasion. 

It may probably be asked, why did you not arrest the prind- 
pal officers who had been guilty of this conspiracy, and who had 
excited this insubordination? I answer, by asking another ques- 
tion. Whether you believe these volunteers from the militia, 
who composed more tlian two thirds of the army, would have 
suffered the leaders they had chosen, to be deprived of their 
tommand ? Whether an attdlnpt of the kind would not have 
produced a civil war in the camp ? This same spirit had been 
manifested from the commettcement to the end of die campaignJ 
It was uanifested at Urbanna, by a part of the militia refusing 
to march when ordered. It viras manifested at Detroit, by one 
hundred and eighty refusing to cross the river when order- 
ed; it was manifested on the march, by conduct towards some 
of tiieir own officers, too ridiculous and too disjrraceful to be re- 
peated. And it finally appeared that a (Jataline was in our 
camp, who had formed a conspiracy to deprive me of tlie com- 
mand, with which I had been entrusted by the government. 
This fact appears by the letter of Colonel Cass to the Secretary 
jsf War, which is published in my trial. 

Under the events which had taken place»'and which had 
come to my knowledge, Itshould have been wanting in the du« 
which I owed to my station^ had I not retreated from 
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measures in ray power for opening mj communication. ItM ini" 
portance I have endeavoured to explain. Indeed it was so ob- 
vious that the administration was sensible of it, and one of the 
articles of charges against me was, for not keeping it open, and 
mother for withdrawing the army from Canada, the onlj meas- 
«re bj which it ponnblj could have been effected. In mj let- 
ten. to tbo Secretiury of War* imnodiatelj alter the retreat, I 
stetod dM same icmods which I hare here glvea- likewiae in 
my lettera to Govenumr Meiih of Ohi% Govemew Scott» of 
Kentockj, &c. Theae lettera hear date the 8th, 9th, andltth 
of August, and were in evidence on my trial. All these letters, 
written at the time, shew tliat I retreated from Canada because 
I had ascertained that I should soon be surrounded by an over- 
whelming force ; because there was no possibility of opening my 
communication from that station* and because I found the few 
regnlara and militia under mj comoMiidt were to be left lo^ar- 
rj on, without any aaaiatance or co-operation, the oSenaiye waff . 
which the United Statea had deelared againat one of the neat 
powerful nattona on earth. By a re&rreooe to my trial* it will 
appear, that Colonel Caaa and othera of my oflicer»i were aenat- 
Ue at this time ef the difficulties of my situation. In a lettw 
to Mr. Silliman, of Ohio, the brother-in-law of the Colonel, he 
says, "that provisions would become necessary for the exist- 
ence of the troops." In a letter to the same, after the fall of 
MichiUimackanack, he saja, that the impression made by that 
eT^tcoaid acarcely be conceived." According to- Mr. SiUi- 
maa'a tfativ^y in hia lettera to hiaif Colonel Caaa faraaaed him 
to nae hta inftaen^ to prociire re-eafiirceBMBta for the anirf, « 
4nd expreaaod hia anrprize Uiat we were left wlthont co-opem- 
tion, by putting to hia correspondent the following interrogation^ 
Is their nothing to be done in the lower end of the lakes to 
make a diversion in our favour ?" In a letter to the same gentle- 
man on the l'2th of August, Colonel Cass says* think OUT ait- 
uatioa aa bad as yoa mayi ii ia atiU worn*" 
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Befobe I proceed to gtVe an account of the measures t adofit- 

cd, to open the communication, to Ohio, I will state some gen- 
eral principles, and will endeavour to show the propriety of ob- 
serving them in all military movements, and will applv them 
to the situation in which 1 was placed by the orders of the gov- 
ernment. And here in the first place, I will ask your atten- 
iion, to the same principle^ which I stated in mj defence*-4hat 
in modem \rarfare9 the first great object of each contending 
partjy is the resources of lus enemy. — ^The fate of armies is 
found to depend Upon the abundance of their resources, on their 
I security, and the facility of keeping up a communication with 
them. It has become a principle to manoeuvre in such a man- 
ner, as to cover the places from whence supplies may be drawn^ 
not to go far from them, but with great caution, and never to 
cease preserving with them those connections, in which the 
strength of an army consists, and on which its success depends. 
These principles are to be found in the best military au- 
iiiors of modem times, and the soundneser of them have been 
confirmed by numerous examples, llie enemy with which t 
had to contend, had strictly observed them. His principal post 
was at Maiden, on the east bank of the Detroit river, where it 
empties into lake Erie. His magazines, which contained all 
necessary supplies, were at fort Erie, and at other places, be- 
tween Maiden and fort Erie, on the borders of the lake, which 
liift nary commanded. Having no armed Tessels, or boats, it 
was impossil^le for me, in the least degree to interrupt this line 
of communication* The enemy's stationr therefore, could be 
- furnished wi& all necessary supplies, with the greatest facility^ 
and wift the most perfect safety. I now ask you, my fellow 
citizens, to cast your eyes on the map of the country, where I 
was placed, not by my own judgment and discretion, after the 
declaration of war, but by the positive orders of the government, 
and c^sider on what grounds, such orders could have been- 
justified* As these fatal orderr were, in my opinion, one great 
cause of the misfortune, which attended the army I commanded, 
I shall ask your particular attention to them. On tha lath o{ 
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rj of War, wrote me a letter, in which, he infonned me of the 
efvent, and ordered me to march the army I commanded, to De- 
'troit, with all possible expedition. At the time, this order waa 
giYeiiy the President of the United States, by whose command 
It WM given, well knew, that no preparatioii was made to build 
ft ntTj on lake Erie, and that the enemj commanded it^ with n 
number of ftruted veaaela and i^n*boata« 

When, therefore, theae faUd &rd§n were fpven, those, bj 
whoae authority thej were given, well knew that the communi- 
cation througfi the lake would be cloaed against us, and that n» 
re-eYiforrements, or supplies of any kind, could be obtained foe 
the army, throuifb that channel. Those, ulio {rave these faUdoT' 
ders^ well knew, that afier the declaration of war, the army I 
commanded, and the posts of Detroit, Michillimackanack, and 
Chicago, which had before, in time of peace, been supplied 
through the communication of the lakes, could only receivo their 
•uppliea by land. They well knew« that the State of Ohio^ was the 
mBaroBt part of our country, from which the neceaaary aupplies 
could be fhmiihed* They well knew, that the diatance from 
any magazinea, where these auppliea could be obtained, to the 
point where they ordered the army, waa more than two hui^ 
dred miles, and to the other posts tbey had established, wae 
more than five hundred miles. 

They well knew, that this distance, was almost entirely a 
wilderness, filled with savages, who in the event of war, would 
probably become hostile. They well knew, that the necessary 
unpplies, could only be carried through this wildemeaa.on peck- 
iMiraes. They well knew,, that the only line of communicutioi^ 
through which theae pack-horaea, with aupplies, could paaa, wii 
far about aeventy miles on the maigin of Ue Erie» and the De- 
troit river, both of which were commanded by the enemy's gun- 
boats and vessels of war. They likewise well knew, that these 
supplies must pass by the enemy's principal post at Maiden, 
only separated by the Detroit river. Under the orders the ad- 
ministration had given, they well knew the impossibility of sup- 
plying the army, and the posts I have mentioned, wit|i the 
means of subsistence. They well knew, the facility and ease, 
with which the enemy could assail the convoys, both by his land 
)l|id naval forcesy on tfaia long and, vulnerable line of cobumuo* 

« 
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the point they had ordered as imj station* for the safety and pro* 
tection of such convoys. . • 

The administration, likewise well knew, when these fatal or- 
ders were given, that in three separate statements, which I had 
made to the President through the medium of the Secretary of 
the department of war, I had observ ed that in the event of a war 
against Great Brttai!i«a mcfj on lake £de»8iiperHHir to the firir 
tiah was essential to snoeesa; and, that without preserving the 
water eonuniinicatloD, an ann j could not be sopported at De- 
troit, and that Detroit, Michilliinackaiiacfc, and Chicago* would 
inevitably fall into the hands of the eninnj. 

These statements had been received as official documents, 
and no objections had ever been urged against them. The ad- 
ministration, therefore, knew my opinions on the subject, and 
certainly ought not to have continued me in command* when a 
amirse was to be pursued directly contrary to the opinion* I bad 
pspeatedly and officially given. 

On a map of the coantry* which was the scene of mj opem- 
lions, yon will be able more distinctly to perceive the naturd 
obstacles, with which I had to contend. Besides seonig the 
positions of the British and Canadian forces, and the stations of 
the different nations of savages, you can see the manner in 
which the waters and the wilderness, were arrayed against me. 
At present, I can only ask your attention to the general maps of * 
our country, which will afford some assistance* in obtaining a 
knowledge of my sitnatioa. 

The necessity and importance of preserving mj conun«nioft> 
tion widi nagaziaes* for snpplyii^ the army, I had learned fion 
lOiiading the best military andiors, and from my obeorvations and. 
experience, during the war of the revolation. 

From books, I had been taught, that when an army moved 
towards an enemy, its line or lines of operation must be from its 
batte, on which are its magazines of necessary supplies. That 
rO connection should always be preserved between the line or 

^lines of operation, and the base, or magazines. That an armj 
never. ought to advance so far from the magazinea* as to enable 
the enemy^ to attach and destroy the convoys of snppUes from 
the magazinea to the anny* When the army marched fitmn Ur- 

v^animiAOU^ thb nde did not apply* became wewereat 
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marched, there tto •fher eBenj but, savages. The wemjr 
' therefore, carried on pack-horses, sufficient supplies, for its sup- 
port, until it arrived at the lake. On the communication 
liirough the lake on our arrival there, we depended for rapflaea^ 
18 it was opea to U8, until after the declaration of war. 

Kear iiie Mimi of the lake, i receired the foial order, whlc% 
1m ao olleB IntB i^md ie^ Sirfimniq; 1^ 
and «ideiiiis 111% IMitiTilj, t» 

Had I Mt feoehped Hue epder, and Hie epentiaiia liftd feeen 
left to my discretion, I ihoald not have mardied to Detroit^ 
cigliteen miles in the rear of the enemy, but made Biy move- 
ments against the «nemy, from a different quarter. 

I had senred under the banners of Greneral Washington^ irem ^ 
fte commeaceaient to the end of iiie revehitbnary war. 

i M ebaerad, hew eamtiosa he was in ell hb mnfmnetotSf \m 
p ra aem a canmAicaliflii with his aia^^iM. Se retvealeA 
Ihim Long Island to New York, hemae he knew the encaa j 
wonM prevent hw comnniicatloii wilh a miTal force in thefiast 
river. He retreated from New York to the White Plains, be- 
cause the British navy commanded both the East and North riv- 
ers, and the army was marching to take possession of the lugk 
grounds, beyond King's Bridge, to intercept his communication 
from the country, whence he received his supplies. He retreat- 
ed through New Jeraey and passed the Delawarot to take « pee» 
itiony wheie he cenU melve hie anpfilies. In 1777} when^Gea- 
eral St Clair commanded at Ticonderaga« and found that the 
enemy commanded lake Champlain, and waa maddng more- 
ments to e uw o nn d the gtnriaeB on dl aidea, and eat off his com* 
munication, iiod supplies, he retreated, and abandoned a post, 
which was considered the kty of the country. 

When General Burgoyne, became sensible tliat he waa to re* 
oeinw no co-operation^ fiwm New York, and his commnnicatloit 
waa out off from hn magazines in Canada, he surrendered oi^ 
dera capitnlatiott. 

Whan Qaieral Linoeh^ was beseiged at Charleston, by a 
BfHish ieet and army, and bis commnnieation with his maga- 
zines was cut off, he surrendered. 

When the array cOBHaanded by Lord Cornwallis at York-, 
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4owii» attacked by a nafal and land jfocce^ aad lie had n» 

commiiiiication with hia JMgnhoBf he ntmndered. 
At an eiriier period^ dttring the war between France and 

£Dgknd, in 1753, when General Washin^on, (then Major 
"Washington) and commandant of a colonial regiment, from Vir- 
ginia, was surrounded and attacked in a Stockade fort, at a 
place called the Little Meadows, by a body of Frenchmen and 
wrages^ by which means, his GommuDication waacut oft'friMi 
<anj supplies, fae made a capiinlatioii with the enemy. 

'Bonaparte* in hia Ruaaian rawpaBgnj depwted kvm the pm- 
dpiea 9i tiie moat cdeiMwIed nulitafy anthem. lieecaw» the 
object ef fab attack^ waa ao diatant fram lua nagaainea, ikt/t it 
waa inpoaaible tofMserve any eenneetten mdi them, ao aa to 
reeeiTe the neceasary supplies. For ik% support of bis army, he 
hadikothing to depend on, but supplies from tl)e enemy's coun- 
try. The conflagration of Moscow, and the Russians rising in 
mass against him, rendered it Impossible to obtain ^upplieSyand' 
consequently to sustain his siiuatiou, at so remote a post. 

In this aitQation, had he propeaed a eapitulation,^ he probably 
might have saved the livea of more than frar hundred thousand 
men, for the fntnre aervioea of hia eatpioc. Uia haughty qiin^ 
4nd iDrmer triuaipha forbid aaj ptopoiitioA ef the kind* Ul bin 
attempt to retreat^ hia army waa deatiojed by the face ef the 
elements, and lha Ruaaian bayonet . It may, at leaabbe made 
a question, whether, nnder the eircnmstanees he was placed, ho 
would not have exhibited more magnanimity, by an attempt to 
save the lives of his aimy, by negotiation) than by the course 
he pursued. 

I have cited the examples of these celebcated commanders^ 
lor no other purpose, than to iUuAtrate the principlei that, whoA 
an army ia deprived of ita cemaMinkation with ita magazinea^ 
on which it dqieada §9f ita ne c ea aai y aappliai^ and cannot opoA 
that ^rftm mM f W4 ?atHHi» ao aa ta obtain diem* ita fiita ia inaritableb 
* and it becomea the duty ef ita oommandeiv ta* aeoeiit4ha beet 
terms from the enem^i which can be obtained* 
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Before T left the enemj^'s country, having received informa- 
tion that some beef cattle had arrived at or near the river Hai- 
tUkf escorted bj a company of militia from the State of Ohio, I 
aude a detachmeDt of two hamlred men, under the command of 
Major Van-bonit with ordm to proooed to the river BaiMii,md 
gttard these cattle lafelj to camp. 

At Brownstown, this detachment wu attacked by a body of 
savages, and entirely defeated. ' According to Ma|or Van-hora'a 
report, eighteen men were killed, twelve wounded, and about 
seventy missing. His opinion was, that three hundred Indians 
crossed from Maiden, and that from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred were actually engaged. This report was received 
on the 5th of August, two days before the retreat from Sand* 
•wich. This onpropitions event increased the difficulty of my 
^ titnation* and more strongly convinced me how impossible it 
was ta eootinie ofentive operations, and furnish at the' same 
time a sufficient force to give security to so extensive a com* 
munication. The war had now become both offensive and de- 
fensive, and the little army I commanded was alone left to car- 
ry it on in both characters. This was among the reasons which 
iodiiced me to recross the river^ that 1 might be able to detach 
a more powerful force to open the communication. 

For this pnrpoae» therefore^ on the very day the army retreat- 
ed to Detroit) I ordered a detachment of six hundred men, ua* 
der the command of Colonel 'MiUe;r, of the 4th United Statea* 
regiment. This command consisted uf all the effective men of 
tliat regiment, and a selection of the most effective of the mili- 
tia. It was likewise accompanied by a field piece and howit- 
zer, from the fort at De roit. ( olonel Miller met a body of the 
enemy, consisting of British troops, Canadian militia, and sav- 
ages ; which, having received information of his approach, was 
formed in the woods in regular order of battle. A dispositioiL 
was immediately made on his part for an attack, and after a 
■evere contest, honourable to tiie American arms, the enemy 
was compelled to retreat. After pressing on his rear about two 
miles, Colouei Miller thought proper to discontinue the pursuit^ 
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md the entetnj embarked, under cover of his armed vessels, and 
recrossed to Maiden. The loas, in killed and wounded, in thA 
Vatde, on our part, was about ei^tj. As soon as I received an 
account of the action*, a re-enforcement of one hundred men^ - 
with a supply of provisions, under the command of Colonel Mc- 
Arthur, was ordered to join Colonel Miller's detachment at 
Ma^ago. As soon as the detachment had recruited from its 
fatio^ue, ray intentions was, that it should have proceeded on the 
expedition to .the river Raisin. A severe storm of rain inter- 
vened, and the troops were exposed to it without any covering. 
I therefore thought it expedient, on account of their great fa- 
tigue, to order them back to Detroit, and make an arrangement 
by another roat t6 open the communication. 

"The road to the river Raisin, which passed through the Tu- 
diau village of Brownstown, bcinjr principally on the margin of 
the Detroit river, both troops and convoys could easily be an- 
noyed by the gun boats and armed vessels of the enemy Be- 
sides, in its course, there was only the river which separated it 
from the enemy's principal post at Maiden. Being thus situat- 
ed, it was almost impossible to secure it in such « manner aa 
that convoys could pass with any kind of safety. After Colonel 
Miller's retom to Detroit, therefore, seeing the indispensable 
Necessity of obtaining the supplies which had arrived at the 
riven Raisin, and being informed of a circuitous rout, distant 
from the river, I thought it expedient to make the attempt in 
that direction. I communicated my intentions to Colonels Mc- 
Arthur and Cass, and they not only fully approved of the measr 
ore, but offered their services, as volunteers, on the expedition. 
I likewise communicated to them a letter from Captain Brush, 
who commanded the escort of provisions, informing me that he 
should toke the back road, and should have occasion for sup- 
port I authorized Colonels M.cArthur and Cass to select the 
most healthy and- effective men of their regiments, and directed 
the Quarter Master to furnish pack-horses to carry provisions 
for them during their march. On the 14th of August, they 
commenced their march, under the command of Colonel McAr- 
thur, attended by Colonel Cass. The progress they made, and 
the circumstances which attended the expedition, will hereafter 
be related. 

Urns will be seen the meamret which were adopted, and 4i*> 
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efforts which were made to open the commmiicafiinh I h$e9B 
been the more (mrticoUr on this ssbjecty because it was BMida 
an article of char;ge against tne. What more conld hxre been 
dooe»in my situation, and with the force at mj disposal, I kttOff 
not, unless I had retreated with mj whole force to the Miami. 
The reasons why I did not, have been stated in these memoirs. 

By the statement here made, the truth of which will be man- 
ifest by the evidence and documents in my trial, it appears 
that 1 made three attempts to open my communication— one by 
a detachment of two hundred men, under the command of Ma- 
jor Van-hom ; another by a detachment of six hundred of the 
best and most efl^tive part of the army ^ under the command of 
Colonel Miller; and the third, by all the healthy and elfeetiTe 
men of Mc Arthur's and Cass' regiments, which the two Colo- 
nels were authorized to select aiid command themselves. 

I now ask the candid reader, in imagination, to fix himself at 
Detroit, and view my situation : I ask him to read the'ordersof 
ihe government, which positively placed me in this situation, 
Eighteen miles in the rear of the enemy's principal post in the 
|»rovince of Upper Canada ; to look over the waters of the lafcoy 
>and bc&old the hostile naval armament whiich commanded them; 
io view not only the enemy's principal post, situated on tiiese 
waters, but all his magiszines established on them, protected by 
^ this naval armament, and capable of being transported, with the 
greatest safety and facility, to any point where they might be 
necessary. After viewing the situation of the enemy, and his 
resources, I ask you more particularly to look at mine. Yott 
must look through a dreary wilderness of more than two bun* 
dred miles, filled with hostile savages, before you can find a 
base on which any magazines were established, by which my 
little army could be supplied %ith the means of subsistence* 
tlirough this wilderness you will see no possible con;munica- 
tion, excepting by a single load, opened by the labour and fa- 
tigue of this little army, in penetrating to the position to which 
it was ordered. This only and single line of operation, was 
liable to be obstructed by the savage force, to which the na- 
ture of the country was peculiarly suited ; by the whole force of 
Ihe enemy's troops, both British and Canadian ; and between 
the Miami and Detroit^ seventy miles, by the gun boats and 
armed vessels oin the lake. To give security to this communi- 
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Mtfon^jmi' will see aothing Irat two or three soUUrj Uoek-^ 
HouMBy built bj tho troops when the road was opened, and 
guarded only bj a few invalid ^itia» left in them on the* 
naroh* 

By the foregoing memoin, and bj the evidence on my trial, ^ 

you will perceive there was no adequate force, thia long liao 
of operation, furnished by tlie government, to give security to 
it, for the protection of convoys. And when you consider the 
attempts 1 had made and their consequences, I think you will 
be satisfied,.that with my whole force 1 could not have stretch- ^ 
od hack BO great a distaace as to hare preserved the communir 
oaiioa. To ilinstrate a snlfject of this kind the best writers on 
mititary movements oompare an anny^s lines of operat^m to the 
mnseles of the human body, on which the life and motions of th^ 

members depends When the whole moving spring of a men^- 
bcr lb confined to a single muscle, the lossof wluch would ren* 
der it useless, it is the more important to defend it from pvery 
hurt. So a single oftensive line is, to an array marching to- 
wards an object, a part singularly sensible, and cannot be too 
carefully guarded from contact with the enemy* 

From the nature of the country from Miami to Detroit, it wm^ 
impossible to have more than one lino of operation,, and it has 
been.shown how singularly it was exposed.to be interceptoi) 
rendered useless. 

Thus I think, from the elposlticm given of my situation, eve^ 
ry unprejudiced reader will be convinced that, there was no 
posibility of obtaining any supplies, from any magazines from 
my countrr. I shall n*ow offer for your consideration, the best 
• evidence and the best documents the nature of the case will ad- 
mit of, to satisfy you of the state of the magazines at Detroit,, 
and the supplies which could have been obtained from the C09|ii* 
try around it 

As a true knowledge of this subject is very important in form* 
lag an opinion of the measures I adopted, and as the grpeseat- 
misrepresentations have been made by my enemiesyXshall make^ 

it a separate article in my next number. 



Digitized by Google 



• 76 , . 

No. XX. 

That you may clearly understand the situation in which I wt0 
placed, with respect to provision, for the army, it will be neces* 
. taijy tliat you should be acquainted witb the country^ and it* 
resources. At this time the population of the Mtch^aa terri* 
tory, of which Detroit was the capital, was between four and 
live thousand souls —Their settlements were on the Miami 
of lake Er:e, the river Raisin, Ecoss, Rouge, and the Detroit 
river, lake St. Clair, the river Huron, which empties into lake 
St. Clair, the river St. Clair, and the island of Mtchillimack- 
anack — at that time much the greatest part, indeed almost 
the whole, who cultivated the lacd, were Canadians. — ^Thej 
were mberable farmers, paid little attention to ag^culture, and 
depended principally on hunting, fishing, and li ailing with the 
Indians for support— The produce of the territory, in the sub- 
stantial articles of living, was by no means sufficient for the 
subsistence of the inhabitants. — They were supplied, with pork, 
beef, flour, and com from the State of Ohio^ and the parts of 
Kew York and Pennsylvania, which border on lake Erie-^not- 
withstanding these facts are well known, I will refer to some 
testimony, to satisfy those, who are unacquainted with the ter- 
ritory. ■» 

Captain Thomson Maxwell, in his evidence on mj trial, tes- 
tified, ^^that he had lived thirteen years in Ohio, and had been 
^gag^ every year, io driving cattle and hogs, from thence to 
Detroit market; from a thousand to fifteen hundred hogs an- 
nually, from one hundred and fifty, to two hundred pounds 
each — and from an hundred and fifty, to two hundred head of 
cattle. — They were generally driven through the woods, without 
any road."-— Colonel Kingsbury, of the 1st United States' regi- 
ment, testified, ^^tiiathe commanded at Detroit about two years, 
and left it in 1811, and that during the time he commanded 
' there, there were laige droves <tf hogs, and fat beef cattle^ driv 
en from Ohio, to that market". 

A great variety of other evidence might be adduced to prove 
' his fact, but i deem it unnecessary. 

It is only necessary to know the character of the inhabitants 
imd the situation of the eountiyi to be satisfied of the fisct— uni"- 
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Versal experieace proves, that nothiog but necessity will induce 
men to toil and hard labour. Thej^ are much better pleased 
with the chase, fishing, &c. Withimt makiiig any farther ob- 
servations on this snliject, I believe you will be conyinced, al^ 

ter considering how long the army had been among these peo- 
ple* and how much had been taken from them that there were 
no grounds, to calculate on any further supplies from their scan- 
ty stores. 

I shall now endeavour to demonstrate, from the best evidence 
which the nature of the case will admit, the state of provisioiis 
at Detroit, at the time of the capitulation* 

Augustus Pprter, Esq. of the State of New YoHc^was the con- 
tractor f')r furnishing this army. — ^David Beard, E^t^. was his 
agent, and was present at Detroit. 

Before my trial, and pending my trial, I repeatedly request- 
ed that David Beard who then resided in the State of New York, 
might be summoned as a witness to prove the quantity pro* 
tlsions at Detroit before, and at the time of th^ capitulation. 
The Judge advocate assured me, he should be summoned. Near 
the close of the trial, as he did not appear, I wrote him a letter, 
informing him how important his testimony was, and requested 
his attendance. He arrived in Albany the day the evidence was 
closed, and his certificate of the quantity of provisions, was ad- 
mitted in evidence. It wdl appear bj the minutes of the trial 
that his testimony, was the last before I made my defence. 
This he\n^ the best evidence which the nature of the case will 
admit of. I presume ou^ht to controul all other evidence. Mr. 
Beard, was not only the agent, who did all the business at De- 
troit, but I understood from him, had some share in the profits of 
Ae contract He could have no motive, to have diminished the 
quantity, because the United States must have paid 'for all 
that was on hand at the time of the capitulation. 

By the contractor's agent's certificate, it will appear that on 
the ninth of July, 1812, tkere was at Detroit 125,000 rations of 
flour, and 70,666 rations ot meat; and that on the 28th of July, 
there was 70,000 rations of fiour, and £1,000 of meat Mr. 
Beard has certified that this statement was handed to me, con- 
taining the provisions in the contractor's store, and signed bj 
him as ¥nili appear by the proceedings of the Court Martial, on 
»y trial. 
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fiy thu return, it will appear, what quftniitj was coosmne^ 
fimi Iho lUBtb, to the £9th of JmIj, wlttt qaaBtky remtiiied 
haody the 29th of- Mj, and by otoerviBg the leaie rule of con- 
sumption, it will epfoarv what quantity, wonkl have beoE in 
store, on the 16th of August, the day of the capitulation. 

* By the data here given it will appear (liat, if a ration of Meat 
had been issued, the meat would itave been exhausted on the 6tU 
of August^ ten days before the capitulation. And if during 
those ten days, after the neat was exhansted) an additional 
foantity of iomr had been iasued« te make up the ration, ao was 
the case, the whole of the flour would have been exhausted on 
the 16th of August, the day of the capitulation. It appears by 
the return of the contractor, that from the 9th to tlie £8th of JuljTt. 
that 5,^34 rations of flour« more than of oneatf were issnedf and 
that practice was continued, in about the same proportioDf on-- 
iU the 16th of August There is another reason why '§o nradh- 
more Hour was issued than meat. — ^In a former part of these 
memoirs, I stattd, that the old Indian Chiefs and Sachems con- 
tinued friendly to the United States, and advised the warriours 
not to join the British standard, or to take anj part in the con- 
test. These friendly Chiefii and Sachems, with the womea and 
diildren, daOy came to Detroit lirom the viUagest in a starvii^ 
condition. It had long been the cnstom, and I was ordered by 
the Government, as superinteudaBt of Indian affairs, on thea 
visit to this post, to furnish them witli provisions. At this time, 
I directed^ on account of the deficiency of meat, that flour alone 
should be issued, which they preferred. £very eftHt was made 
to prevent these visits* and no mere provisions were issued Ip 
them, than was necessary to preserve life. 

Perhaps it may be asked by these unacquainted with my situ- 
ation, and the practice of armies, Vfhy so many more rations 
were daily issued, than the number of efl'ective men, which 
composed the army i I- will give the true answer to an no^niry 
of this kind. 

It will appear by the foregoing memoirsi that the ofllcers aai 
soldiers from IfichiUamackuiack had arrived at Detroit, prison- 
ers on parole, and they had no other means of subsistence, but 

to receive rations. 

It likewise appears, that a large number of old Indian Chiefs . 
and Sachems» daily visited our camp, and were fed from the put^ | 
lie stores by order of the Government, as I before stated. 



Digitized by Google 



79 



It was now the middle of August, and a large number of sick 
were to be provided for, and there being no medical stores it was 
necessary to issue meat and flour, for their subsistence. 

A nnmh£»r of womeut are attached to > idl aroites, and it is » 
^neral cnstom to faniish tbem with provisions. All thfr effiom 
are entitled to extra rations, from tweWe to two. All the qnar- ' 
ter-masters' department, such as waggoners, pack-horsemen, 
boatmen, &c.are entitled to rations. I think this statement will 
satisfy any enquiries on this subject. 

. Although cTery possible effort was made by the adminiatralkMi 
to proTe» ftat the state of the provisions, was so reason for the 
capitulation; yet, on a careful examination bf all the evidenee 

on my trial, I can find nothing which ought to have any weight 
in any degree to controul, or vary the statement, here made. 
It has been said by Cols. M' Arthur and Cass, and other wit- 
nesses, that they never heard any complaints of the want of prp« 
vision. Brevet-Major Whistler is the only witness^ who has 
pven any testimony on this sutject worthy of notice. 

His testimony is in the words fi^lowing x I went» some daya 
before the army re-crossed, with a Mr. Beard, the deputy con- 
tractor, to a store which held the provisions of the army, and 
saw, and helped to count between 2 and 300 barrels of flour, 48 
barrels of pork, and 16 or IT barrels of salt beef." From this 
testimony <^ the Brevet Major, It is impoosifale to detemHtOy the 
quantity, if any, which was in tiie store on the l€th of August 
And for this conclusive reason, that he does not ascertain the 
day, that he ^vas in the store, and it is impossible to ascertain it, 
from any thing he said. He said, " some days before the army 
re- crossed the river." It might have been three or four days be- 
fore) or it might have been fifteen or twenty. It is unfortunate 
tor me, that he did tmt recollect the day* because had it been 
only tiiree or four days before Ifie army re-crossed 4he river, the 
quantity, by his testThiony, would not have been so great, as it 
appears to be by the returns of the deputy contractor. This 
can easily be ascertained and reduced to mathematicaL demon- 
stration, from the data here given. ^ 

I feel confidelit, that I am not Minded by prejudice* in b^ 
Heving, that every person, who will read this statement, and the 
evidence, by which it is proved to be true, will be satisfied, that 
the state of the Provisions in the storci and the impossibility of 
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ebtalniiij^a iupplj, from any other quarter, presented very pow* 

erfui reasons, fur the muaauies, which 1 adopteii uu tJ\e Itithof 
August. 

Ill mj next number, I ahaii present to you, my fellow citizensi, 
documentBy from the records of the government, to prove the 
aasbtance, and ccHiperation« which the administration instruct* • 
ed Greneral Dearborn* the senior officer of the armjt to affiird 
met i^d to convince 7on« bj the most conclusive testimony, thst 
in violation of his orders, instead of affording any assistance and 
co-operation, he adopted measures which were among the fatal 
causes of the di^tersy which the army under my command 
suffered. 



No. XXL 

In redeeming the pledgOf which I gave in my last number, I 
shall endeavour to suppress the feelings^ which a recollection of 
the injustice I have experienced, naturally excites. In vindica- 
tion of my honour, I have no disposition to criminate olAers. 
Age b entitled to respect ; the feelings of near connections have 
a claim to our regard, and should never wantonly be violated; 
and every day, my fellow citizens, we witness your veneration 
and gratitude for revolutionary services. No considerations 
ought, however, to prevent the publication of truth, whatever its 
operations may be on any individual character. 

It is well known, that General Dearborn was the senior officer 
•f our armies in the year 1812, it is well known that he was the 
President of the Court Martial, before which I was tried ; and 
it will, and it must appear, that the defence of his own charac- 
ter and fame, depended on the event of that trial. The unfor- 
tunate loss of ail my public papers will be particularly stated, 
and it will appear that on my trial, I had no other documentary 
evidence, excepting what the administraition, who were my pro- 
secutors, thought proper to furnish. Whoever will examine the 
proceedings of that Court Martial will find that none of the 
letters from the admiuistratiou to General Dearborn, none of the 
instructions which he received, and indeed not a. single docu- 
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MMttt) to jirove the mauner in which he was ordered to €0-0|>e- 
rate with mj nrmy were produced ; although I reqvested copies 
#f all the papero fram the war'offiee, which had any relation to 
Ike charges die advimtration had exlubited against me. It k 
too well knowsyhow deeply interested the officers of that admiik- 
istration were in my condemnation, to require any evidence oa 
the, subject. The important crisin of the Presidential election 
aoon followed the disasters of the campaign, and the fate of 
every officer who directed the councils of the caknaet* and the 
<)permtiona of the ,fiekiy. depend* d oi| that event ' A general 
^iniea prevailed that the war had been declared without s«H- 
able prepaMtion^ and that its misfortunes had been eceastoired 
by the ill judged measures of the administration, and n storm 
seemed to be gathering over the heads of its officers. Its furr 
wafr increasing with so much violence, and its direction was be^ 
coming so pointed, as to create the most alarming fears. To 
divert ha fbrce^ and to shield themselvea iron its vioience, a 
shelter of some kind became necessaiy for their safety : and as 
/had been the vnenceessful Oeneral, it wa« thought more easy 
to divert it from themselves, by directing its force against me, 
than in any other manner. To effect this, every means in their 
power were brought into exercise^ and General Dearborn was 
selected aathe principal instmrnent to execute their plans 

I have made these observations to show the etfbrta of the adr 
adaiatrationy in the meaaares which were adopted^ Ibr my de- 
atriictieD. In proof of the statements which ( shall make, the 
highest evidence of which the nature of the case will admit, ccr- . 
tified documents from the records of the government, will be 
produced. The iacts which I shall exhibit to your view, are so • 
necaaMury to be known, to enable yon to form a just estimate of 
lioth his pttblk conduct and mine, and are se cwnected with the 
history of ear oenntry and its military operations, tbat na ooa- 
aide rations ought to prevent the publication of them. 

Satisfactory reasons, I presume, have bee& given for the long 
delay. We are both fast descending the downhill of life, and 
rapidly approaching the end of our journey. The truth can bet- 
ter be made known while we are living, than after ear death* 

I have deeply regretted his absence from the eoaatiry at this 
iime, lest it should be thought that I have taken advantage of 
that absence to make communications which would not bear the 
11 
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test of his examination. I rejoice, however, to learn by the 
public prints that he will soon return, and have an opportunity 
of rfpelling anj charges, which be maj believe unwarnmted bj' 
the evidence in mj possession. No one of jon can be more 
ready than myself to receive, and give dne weight to any expla* 
nations which he may wish to make. But, fellow citizens^ should 
he avoid such explanations on the ground that the deci&ion of the 
Court Martial of which he was President, is conclusive, I shall, 
with the utmost confidence appeal to my countrymen for a re- 
Tision of the sentence of that tribunal ; knowing that in jon I 
shall have candid, just, intelligent, and HHnUntted jnd|pes, Ib 
whose hands the honour of the ibnocent and the injured miial 
always be safe. 

1^ I shall now proceed to produce documents to show, the man- 
ner in which he discharged the duties of his high office in rela- 
tion to the detachment of the arnij entrusted to my command* 
In the first piace, I wiU observe, tiiat during the whole cam- 
paign, I never received a single letter from him. 

In the next place I shall prove, that early in* the campaigri* ^ 
was ordered by the government, to place the troops under hit 
immediate command, in stations suitable for the invasicm of Up- 
per Canada ; and that when I commenced offensive operations 
against that province, he was likewise commanded to co-operate 
with me in those operations, . 

In the next place I shall prove, that in violation of the orders 
of the government, he never made any co-operations, at the time 
here referred to, although he had at his disposal^ a sufficient 
force f(»r the purpose. 

I shall then show, that without any instructions from the gov- 
tmment, and without any justifiable cause for the measure, he 
agreed with Sir George Prevost, the commander-in-chief of the 
armies in Canada* to an armistice, or suspension of hostilitiefei 
in which the at my I commanded was not included ; and by that 
meanS) left it in the poweryof the enemy to niarch his whole 
force with the mos' perfect safety to his other posts, to the point, 
where I had com me need <iffensive operations. 1 shall further 
show, that he was constantly informed of my situation, and must 
bave, known, if he had any knowledge of his duty, that themeaa- 
nres he adopted, in the nature of things, must have occasioned 
the deatmciioQ of my army. And I shall further show, that ia 
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Wisequence of this armistice, or cessation of hostilities, that 
General Brock, the acting Goveraour and commander-in-chief of 
Upper Canada, marched with all the forces of his province) and 
re-enforcements from Montreal to the station at Maiden. 

At early as the 26th of Jane» 1812, ten days before the army 
I commanded arrired at' Detrmt* the Secretary of War, in a 
letter, to General Dearborn says, '*It is altogether uncertain 
what dme' General Hull may deem it expedient to commence 
oflfensive operations. The preparations, (meaning General 
Dearborn's preparations) it is presumed, will be made, to move 
in a direction for Niagara, Kingston and Montreal." [Record- 
ed Vol. 5th, p. 468*3 ^^^^^ shows, that a few days after the 
declaration tif war, and while I was on my march, through the 
wilderness, that it was not o^ly the intention of the government^ 
that I should commence offensive operations from Detroit against 
Upper Canada, but likewise, that General Dearborn should make 
preparations to co-operate with me, as the troops were to move 
in a direction for Niagara, &c. In the Secretary's letter to the 
tame, dated the 9th of July, he says, "Yon will order all the 
^fecrnits not otherwise disposed of, to Albany, or some other sta* 
tions on Lake Champlain, to be organized for the invasion of 
Canada." [Vol. 6th, p 15, 16. Records of the War Office.] 
This shows as early as the 9th of July, the object of the admin- 
istration, was the invasion of Canada. 

On the 20th of July, the Secretary wrote to General Dear- 
bora as follows : I have been in daily expectation of hearing 
from General Hull, who probably arrived at Detroit on the 8th 
lust* The first intelligence received from him will be comma- 
ideated to yon; enelosed is a eopy of his last orders; you will 
make such arrangments with llovernour Thompkins, as will 
place the militia detached by him for Niagara, and the other 
posts on the Lakes under your controul ; and there should bp a 
' communication, and, if practicable, a co operation, throughout 
the whole frontier." [WoL 6, p. 35.] By this letter, the mili- 
tia of New York were placed under General Dearborn's con- 
4umU and he was directed to communicate, and co-operate with 
Ae other fQrGes#on the frontier* General Dearborn could not 
have misunderstood this order, becanse there were at that time 
no other forces on the frontier but those under my command, 
and the orders which are alluded tO| in the letter enclosed to 
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against CiiiHHla. 

♦ On tlie i8t oi August, the Secretary wrote to Genefal Dear- 
born the followino; letter. " Enclosed herewith, you will receive 
a copy of m leMsc, irom iSrigadiec General Hull, of July 19, by 
ex|iraM» Tm wIU make a dkwmnkm ui Kis fapwr at liiag&ra, 
aid ai Un^toa* aa aa iilay be |N»e^We» aiid hfwtkv^ 
fmtkm aa my be wiiyn year eantaNO.'' CVel. 6^ |^ 199.} 
Here he was positively ordered to make a dmrtieii ait Kiagara, 
and Kingston, as soon as was practicable ; and by such opera- 
tions, as were within his controul. It may here be observed, 
ihat he was the senior officer of Ihe army, and all. the troopt 
raiaeit for theianMioo of Canada were suliiect te bis iaunediate 
dwtravl, e«Be|vtii« te finr oyo aulida, and te 4ih Umtad 
Stato regiment under my cenMMid«. md by bia rank? be voald 
have commanded them, if he had obeyed his orders, in making 
diversions in the enemy's country, and co-operating with them* 
In a number of other letters to General Dearborn from the 
fiecretai^^ be vas iaatnicted to make diversions, and co-<iperate 
vilh mj aimj : to fmvent being tedieiis» I will eitmel te sub* 
ataBAP «f theai^ vitb a reiemnee to te racard ef ten in te 
IVar Office. In one, the Secretary informs General Dearbam 
tef the last letter from Oeneral Hull was dated the 29th of 
July, and that reports had been received that the militia order- 
ed by Governour Meigs of Ohio, to secure the road for conveying 
l^risions to Detroit, had halted at the Miami of the lake* in 
aonseqnenee of a cQllectieo of Indiana i» tbeir SromU He te- 
ster informed hia^rtet ereiy thing indikntid te m^ceaailgFff 
. early and ^ffixtive fto-operatiffi aUGapeaninnd te paiftabalaffir. 

[Vol. 6, p. 89.] 

Indeed all my leUers to the Secretary of War, giviug an ac- 
count of my situatiou, and the necessity of co-oper^tioilt wecf 
enclosed by him to General Dearborns foi hji iiifoiiatjini [See 
Vol. 6, p..6a.3 TbeoiheffelwiilnotBetke; teyvMi/haiMMl 
on record* 

In order to make it atiU nwre apparent, tet Cbneral Beaiv 

born knew perfectly my situation, and was ordered to adopt 
measures for my support and assistance, I will give extracts of 
letters from the Secretary of War to me, on that subjetii* <iA 

bia Ifitter of te S6tb of Jaij, be aajr^ Gaanral Daatem wfll 

I 



I t 

Ite wpfAtJtd of yonlr aitmitSon, and dlmled to keep up t eamt- 

pondence with you, and to take measiures to afibrd the necessary 
support." [Vol. G, p. 126.] In another letter to me of the 1st 
of August, he says, ''On the 26th of July, your letters of the 
7th and 1 0th ^ere enoiosed to General Dearborn, with a copy 
«f mine of the iMh) aecini|i«aied wiik a request Hut he would 
make a dhrersleii fai yonr fimmr. By the «mil tSiMa evemng^ 
yoors of the t9fli is enleloaed to Ininy with an instreethm to make* 
a diversion at Ningara and Kingston, as soon as practicable.^ 
[Vol. 6, p. 127, 8.] 

Thus it appears, by a number of official letters from, the Sec- 
retary «f the department of war, to General Dearborn, from the 
of tSldy to the lat irf* Augilsty and from official let- 
ters from tl|e Secretary to me, that during thtt time, he waa 
conataatly apprised of my aitmitioBf and ordered by the goveni- 
rafjt, not only to make diversions against the enemy, but to co- 
operate with inc in the invasion of Canada. And it will like- 
wise appear by a letter to mc from the Secretary of War, which 
I ahail hereafter have occasion to mention more particularlv on 
pother subject^ that the force at Niagara was twenty-four huQ» 
dred* It is in these words, ^^Orders have been g}fen to Oen- 
eral Dearborn^ to attack the enemy's poets nt Niagara and 
• Kingston, as soon as may be praetkable. Our fm^e at Niagara, 
according to Gefteral Dearborn's account, will amount to twen- 
ty-four hundred; and he will notify you of such movements and 
operations as he may order. It is indispensably necessary that 
a oommunication should be kept up between you end the com' 
Bumdant, at Niagara."— CVol. 6, p. IdS, 129.] 

IMviihf^tiig the feme whi<^ collected en ^ I&* 
gam riven notwlthttiNidlng the militia of the Sti^fe of Hew 
Terki and eU the recfnits of the anny« tn the northern section 

of the country, were at his disposal, and notwithstanding the in- 
structions, lie had received from the government, not a single 
many crossed the Niagara river, from the time he received those 
instructions* from the la^^er part of iun^ to the 8th of August, 
whstt he i^gm^ttimMmslleeyoranspipdoQ <if hostiHtiesi in 

w^inotindiided. Thmmeasm 
Md the elM ilhgd on mf iiftiMiiony will l|« th« sutiject; of mj 
next dumber. 
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It is a subject of re«p;*t to me, that in thi§ memoir, 1 cannot 
present to jou a certified copy from the records of the war of- 
fice^ of the original armistice or agreement between Sir George 
Preroflt and General Dearbonii for a suspenslan of hostilities on 
^ Niagara frontier ; I am happy at the tame time that I have 
it in my power, to fhmish a eatisiaetory reason^ why it is net 
presented, and to offer other documents, to prove its existence 
and contents. The following is a copy of a letter) from the 
Secretary of War, Mr. Calhoun. 

• 

" Wm DefiOf immt , VHh Aug. 1888. 

SIR — Conformably to your request, I have had copies made 
of all the correspondence, between this department, and your- 
self^ likewise the correspondence with General Dearborn, Qov^ 
emour MHgSt and €krremottr Scott, as far as the same can be 
had firom the records and files of this ofice, and' now transmit 
them to yon. The copy of the armistioe to which you refer^ 
cannot be found on file, in this department * 

I am, &c. 

(Signed,) ' J. C. CALHOUN. 

■ 

Gen. Wm. Hull, Newton^ Mass. 

After receiving this letter, I applied to Governour Elustis, who * 
Iras at that time Secretary of the War Department, and he in- 
finrmed me, that if was receiTed at the war office, and placed on 
the files of the Department. How a pt blic doeoment of so mvch 

consequence could be lost, appears in some degree mysterious. 
I shall however make no other comment on it, than to observe, 
that the high standing and character of Mr. Calhoun, and his 
prompt and honourable conduct, in furnishing me, with the 
otiier testimony, which I requested, and which his predecessor 
General Armstrong, had n^octed to furnish, or even notice 
any application, forbids the most distant sns^ion, of any un- 
fitir, or improper management on his part General Armstrong 
was the immediate successor of Governour Eustis, who declares 
it was left on file in the office^ and had the custody of the pub- 
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lie papers of the department. The following is a copy of the 
letter to General Armatrongy which was put into the Post Office 
in Boston. 

Neuron, (Ma$9.) May KM/^ 1814. 

SIR, — Having been officially informed, by the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, of the result of the Court Martial by which I have been 
tried, and feeling it a duty, which I owe to my country, my 
&inilj9 and myself* ^ publish the proceedings of ny trial, I jrtf 
f uest IS soon as posnble, a copy of , the same from the War De- 
partment ; which request is warranted by the 90th article of the 
rules and articles of war. 

I am). &C. 

(SigMd) WILUAM HULL. 

Hon* loHir Armstbono* Secretary of War,? 

"Washington City. J 

This annistice had so fatal a hearing on my situation, that I 
Mttst be excnsed, for disclosing every circumstance which had 
any rdatinn to it. 

To proTe that this agreement was made between Sir George 
Preiroet and Geo era! Dearborn, I will in the first place present 
a copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Dear- 
born, copied froQi the records of the war o&ce. — LYol. 6th} 
page 200*3 

Wwr Deparftnent^ Jhigusi 151ft, 1812. 

SIR, — Your letter of the 8th, with that of the 9lh inst. enclos- 
ing a letter from Sir George Frevost, addressed to you, has been 
received. A letter addressed to the Secretary bf State, cover- 
ing a dispatch for Mr. Baker, li^te Secretary of legation of Hia 
Brittanic Migestyf from Sir George Prero^ty has also been re- 
ceived, and the dispatch has been delivered to Mr. Baker. 

No communication having been made to this jt^overnment, by 
Mr. Baker, I am commanded by the President to inform you, that 
there does not appear to him any justifiable cause to vary or 
desist from the arrangements^ which are in bp<^ration ; and I am 
fitrther commanded to instruct you, that from and after the re^ 
eeipt of this letter^ and allowing a reasonable time, in which 
you will inform Sir George Prevost thereof, you will proceed 
with the utmost vigour in vdur operahonji. How far the plan, 
originally suggested by joa of attacking Niagara, Kingston, 
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and MqntreaU at the same time can be rendered practicablei 
jou can best jud^e. Presuming that not more tkan a feint, (if 
that should be deemed expedieat) with the troops on lake Chamr 
|daiii» aided bj Tolantem tnd militia* cao be. immediatelj ef- 
fectedt against Montreal, and eonsiderin^ the urgency of a di* 
yertion in faTOiir of General H nil, vnder the circumttances at- 
tending his situation, the President thinks it proper, that not a 
moment should be lost in gaining possession of the British posts 
.at Nia^a and Kingston^ or at least the former, and proceeding 
in eo-<iperation with General Hull in securing Upper Canada* 
It is expected, that the force assembled at those' places^ partic«- 
larly at Niagara, will be snch as to justify jonr immediate or- 
ders for an attack, or if this sHouId not be the case^ that the 
measures you have taken for rendering it such, will prevent any 
material delay. You will of course communicate your views to 
General Hull, and direct the commanding officer at Niagara» to 
be particnlar in giring.lum tnrj information wfaoehr can be na»* 
fttL» 

Before I proceed to make any comments on this letter, I 

transcribe another addressed to me by the Secretary of War, 
giving me the inforo^tion. 

War Dfpwknmt, JhigiMtifOM^ X%\fL 
SIR, — General Dearborn has oommnnicated to Una depart- 
ment, an arrangement by which ii was agreed between him and 
Sir George Ptevost, that offensive operations should be suspend- 
ed until the detiirmination of the government akonkt be made 
known to him, 0|i certain information pmumti by Genenl 
Dearborn to be contained in a dispatch^ tansniitted bjr 
George Preroat to Mr* AdiLer, late decretcry of Wgalioo to Ks 
Brittanic Majesty in this city. It fhrther apptafs by €i«iiefld 
Dearborn's letter, that he made known, and proposed to your 
concurrence, in said agreement, so tar as yonr orders^ and as 
circumstances might permit. 

I am now instructed by the President to inform yda that no 
comnranicatipn^ soeh as was ntpfi99td by . General Dearboitt 
might hate been transmitted, has been made to this government , 
by Mr. Baker, or by any authorized agent of the British govern- 
ment, which will justify a delay, or suspension of any military 
operations, of which General Dearborn has been duly informed. 
In case therefore, you shall have entered into any atipnlation 
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respecting a suspension of oftensive operations, with the officer 
commanding the forces of His Rrittanic Majesty in your vicini- 
ty, you will conceive it to be made known to him, that such 
stipulation, is, after due notice, to cease and determine, and 
you will proceed m tlie same manner as if no such agreement 
had been jsntered into. '^-*6ee vol. 6, p. 1S8, 129. 

In the close of the letter, I am informed that General Dear- 
born was ordered to attack the enemy's posts at Niagara.and 
Kingston, that 2400 men were at Niagara, that he was ordered 
to notifjr me of his movements, &c. which has been cited ia a 
former memoir* 

As I before observed, I never received a letter from General 
Dearborn daring the campaign ; and it appears bj the lett^ 
here recited, that it was twelve days after the armistice was 
agreed to, before the administration wrote to me from Wa^hipg- 
toD, giving me information of it. 

This letter I never received, and the copy I have here pr^ 
sented has been obtained from the records of the War Office* 
Indeed, the first information I received, that General Dearbom 
had established a peace on the Niagara frontier was from Gen- 
eral Brock, immediately after the capitulation was signed. 
Neither the administration nor General Dearborn ever gave ine 
any information of it, which was received. Thus (it appears, 
lhat by the neglect of the General, and the delay of the aiim- 
istratioD, I wai kept in ignerance 4if a measire which so majt^r- 
ten J ellbcted my ^atkn and htd no Imfiwledge of it until 
General Brock had time sufiMeni to collect and mardi all th^ 
forces of the province against me. 

Before I close this number, I will observe, that from docu- 
ments here produced. 1 do presume you will be as well satis* 
fied of the following facts as if a copy of the agreement had been 
prodvced ; viz. that it was entered into as early as the 8th ef 
August, and that It provided for a suspension ef hostilities, m 
the frontiers of Canada, in which the army I commanded was , 
not included. 

Having thus proved, what were the orders of the government to 
General Dearborn, and the measures he adopted ; in my next 
number, after making some genenl observatimis, I sbaii tommh 
er Ihe elfoct they bad on my sltspAion. 

12 
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Na XXin. 

By the letter of the Secretary of War to General Dearbor% 
referred to in the last number, it appears* that the agreement 
he had made with Sir George Prevoat« for a anapeiision of hoa- 
iilitiest was entirelj disapproved by the President, and he was 
commanded to cause it to cease, after doe notice. It is impo^ 
sible to account for the motives which induced him to adopt the 
measure. All my letters, stating my situation in the enemy's 
country, had been sent to liini by the Secretary of War He 
knew that the lake was shut against me; and, by the Secretary's 
letter, be was infcrmed. that a body of Indians had assembled 
on the road I had opened through the wilderness, and bad stop- 
ped a companj of Ohio militia, at the Miami, which was escort- 
ing provisions to Detroit, for the support of my armj. He knew 
by the same letters, sent to him by the Secretary of War, that 
Michillimackanack had fallen ; that the savages had joined the 
British standard, and hti\ the northern and western tribes were 
flMurching in hostile array against me. Under these circumstan- 
ces^ if his own military experience, and knowledge did not 
teach him bis dpty, viz. the necessity of co-operation with the 
' forces under my command, he had before him the positive or* 
ders of the government After making this agreement, it be- 
came impossible for him, during its continuance, to have obeyed 
the orders of his government, in making diversions and co oper- 
ations, without a violation of the faith he had pledged. Had he 
the power, by his commission, to make an agreement which 
would render hira incapable of obeying the orders of those from 
whom he received his authority ? 1 ask, then, by what authority 
did he make this armistice } It was not by the authority of the 
government, because, in my former numbers, I have cited tho 
letter of the governiueiit, bv which the measure was disapprov- 
ed, in the most pointed language. But suppose, by bis com- 
mission as the senior Maj(»r General in the army, a discretiona- 
ry power was vested in him to makfe an armistice ; did he ia 
this instance, exercise that power properly, by agreeing to&. 
measure, which totally disqualified him from carrying into eflhct 
the orders of his govemmeAt? I ask you, then, my fellow cki- 



Digitized by Google 



4 



2«h8, on what g;rouiui8 this measure can be justified ? If it catt« 
net be justified on military principles, permit me again to ask 
what motives could have induced him to have adopted it ? 
I will not even ask the questioot whether it was to shield him- 
•elf firom personal danger, in attackiiig the enemy's posts, and 
♦ co-operating with the forces under my command. I haye too 
often witnesseil his bravery, during the war of the revolution, to 
make a sugj^estioii of the kind. 

Was it the fear that the forces under my command, having 
first made the invasion of Upper Canada, would have shared 
•one part of the glory* in the event of conquest ? 

When he was comnianded^by the administration to concentrate 
Ms forces at Niagara, and co-operate with me, and only make 
a feint againt Montreal, why did he direct the principal part of 
them to i'lattsburg and Burlington, on lake Champlain ? He 
must have foreseen* that by agreeing to the suspension of hos- 
tilities, in the manner he did, the whole force of the enemy 
would be removed for the defence of that part of the province 
which was invaded* Thin he must have perceived, unless he 
had become giddy by his elevation* and could not discern his 
duty. It is possible, that it was not his expectation that* the 
government woultl approve of the measure, and would have or- 
dered it to have ceased, afti r giving due notice ; and in such an 
.event) before the enemy's force could have returned to Mon- 
treal, he might have advanced his forces from Plattsburg and 
Burlington* and taken possession of that capital. In such a 
case he undoubtedly supposed all the glory would be his own^ 
and that such an achievement would have more than compensat* 
ed for the sacrifice of my army. 

If he were not influenced by any of the motives which have 
been here suggested, let me ask you, whether they were not the 
same, which induced him, in publishing a narrative of the battle 
•of Bunker Hill, to open the tomb, and violate the ashes of the 
brave Qeaeral Putnam, more than twenty years after he had 
rested from hia patriotic labours ? — ^a chief whose name alone 
was a host at the commencement of our revolution, and whose 
gallant deeds, are identified with the glory of our country. 
Putnam was then a general and Dearborn was a captain. 

If he were capable of making representations intended to 
Mast the iaiireist which ha4 so long floarished around the tomb^ . 
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of this brave comnumdery does it not in some m«aMr({ i«04mt' 
for his motiTfSf in attempting to ^rob me of the litde fittrie, Ihmi 
acquired in following the standard of the flhnrtrioM Washing- 
ton, during the war of oar revdntion. Bver^ miH engaged in 

that memorable battle is entitled to glory ; and had General 
Dearborn been contented with the share to which his rank and 
conduct entitled him, no one would have been so ungenerous * 
twenty years after his deathi^as to hare e|iened Att tomb, ridat- 
ad fUa ashes, or attempted to blast ew^ tile UHg imnlf 
which might htttt been ionndt grawing arMMl it 

He mast have known when he agreed to Hie armistics, that a 
very considerable time must elapse, even, if the goremnient dis- 
approved of it, before its operation would have ceased. The 
despatches must have travelled from his Head Quarteii^ to 
Washington, and from Washington back to Albany ; he tbea Mst 
have given notice to Sir George Pirevost at Quebec er Bfootrsai^ 
and have waited a reasonable time for this notice ta ban^e airiv^ . • 
et). As the division of the army I commanded had no partici- 
pation in the measure, he well knew the advantages he thereby 
gave the enemy in concentrating his whole force to the scene 
of m^ operations — he linew that during this period, it would not 
be necessary for the enemy to retain a sii^le elfective wum at 
any of the stations, on the Niagara river, Kingstm, licmtceai, 
or any of the posts, in the eastern part of the provinee.«^-iie 
well Icnew, that the whole force of Hie British amy, in tbat see* 
tion of territory, the militia of the Canadas, and the savages of 
the wilderucsis mi^^ht be employed in opposing the oftensive oper- 
ations, I had commenced, and at tbat moment was engaged in 
prosecuting. He was perfectly acquainted both intb my sittn* 
tiqn, and the situation of the enemy ; that I was aammdad on 
all sides, and had no communicatieB #ith my comitry; that by' 
the command of lake Erie, and being in the possession of armed 
ships, transports, and boats, all the troops from fort Erie, foi*t 
George, with all the militia of that part of the province, might 
with the greatest facility, have been moved to any polaty when 
their services were most necessary.-^That two er teee da^ 
. would only have been required, to have transported tiigK ta 
Maiden, or aiiy part of the Detroit river-«4llal by the ^omnani 
of lake Ontario the forces from Kingston, York, and that part of 
the province, with the same iaciiity and despatch, aught iiava 
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been removed to the west part of the lake, and marched to th« 
same |>Qiiit*-aU these adyantagesy Qeneral Dearborn m«at have 
well known, woild bo ipyen to the enomy, wheli he signed thb 
igreement, for the siltpensioii of hoitihtiw. 

In the course of these memoirs, I shall show, that all these 
advantages were made use of j and in consequence of this mea* 
sure, which was unauthorized and disapproved hj the govern* 
ir.ent, the plan of the British commander siiccecdod according to 

. the expectation, which wna ftnticifiated* 

The tteaanre I am now ooaaidering^ my felfow ciiinciii, had 
anch an eSbct on mj aitnetion, that no apology, I presume t^ill 
be necessary, for asking your very particular attention to all the 
circumstances, att^iling it — It will be recollected from the 
copy of the letter of the Secretary of war, that he had remved 
General Dearborn's of the 8th and 9th of Auguat, conunonicat- 
ing infortetion ^ the suBpention of hoctilitiea, and the cavae of 

* It. Colonel Baynea, the adjotant-general of the amy com 
nanded by Sir George Prevoat^ waa the officer appointed and 
authorized on liis part to make this negotiation. — He must hare 
arrived at the head -quarters of General Dearborn as early as the 
• 6th or rth of August ; — ^consequently he must have left Montreal, 
as early as the first of August, the diatance being about two 
bimlfed and ^y nile^— Sir Geoige Fkrevoat^ calonUttng on tbe 
ancceas of thia meanare, no donbt geve General Brock immediate 
information respecting it, aa eoon, as Colonel Baynes commenc- 
ed his journey, with directions to proceed with all the forces, to 
Maiden — In addition to thi«, Major General Sheafe, marched 
with the forces from Montreal to Kingston, where a gieat ]iart 
of them embaiked, paaaed to ihe weat |>Brt of Lake Ontario, 
there landed, marchini to the relief of Maiden, collecting the 
militia and aavagea on their march. 

Thna it appears, that eight or nine days betoj e the agreement 
was actually signed, all the British forces were put in motion, 
and concentrating to the only point where the invasion of the 
Upper Province had been made, and these arrangements must 
have been made on the preanmption that Colonel fiaynea would 
obtain a auapenaioB of hoatilitiea. 

The inquiry now becomes important. What information had 
General Dearborn received by the Adjutant-General, which 
cpttid have aiforded even a shadow at colour for the measurea he 
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adopted ? This information was comrounicated by hiin, to tiie 
Secretary of War, and in the Secretary's letter to me, has been 
recited in the former number ; and it U »o importaDt it khould 
be perfectly uDderatood, that i wiU here again repeat the sob- 
•teDce «f i^Ha aaja* that General Deatbom has comiDUDicated 
an arrangement, by which it was agreed between him and Sir 
George Prevust, that offensive operations should be suspended, 
until the determination oi the government should be made knowQ 
to hiuiy on certain information, pretumcd by General JJearborny 
to he contained in a dwpatck trmibtnitled by Sir George Prevostf 
toMr* Baker iaie Stcntmry 9f lApHtkm i9ku BnUoMC Ma- 
juhf in tku diff* 

The Secretary, farther says that he was further tnatracted by 
the President to inform me, that no c*Hnmunicafion^ such as vas 
supposed by General Dearborn, miglu have beeii tiammiUed, has 
been made to this (government. This letter, which was presumed 
to contain the information, was not addressed to General Dear- 
boniy bat to Mr. Baker, at Washington, and he had no other 
gronndi for conaenttng to a enapenaion of hostilities, than a bare 
presumption, that it mtgAl oontain something which m^thi ren* 
der sach a measare proper. The grounds even of this presump- 
tion could have been nothing more, than his conversation with 
the Adjutant-General, and the sight ot this sealed despatch to 
Mr. Baker, which he was requested to send to the Secretary of 
State, to be delivered according to his discretioD. 1 now ask 
you to Imagine a reason, why he did not wait Ibr the orders of 
,the government, before he made an agreciianty which wasao 
important in its consequences ?' 

In my next number 1 shall consider the effect, which it had 
on my situation. 



JNa XXIV. 

I 

The motives of Sir George Prevost, in sending his Adjatant- 
General to the head -quarters of General Dearborn, at this time, 
I thinki must be evident from the itattemt df facts in the pre- 
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ciediniK namben, and fron ooBaideralionSt which I shall now. tf- 
len At this time, no part of the enemy's country was invadeclt 
excepting bj the forces from Detroit, under my command. To 

repel this invasion, must have been a desirable object of the 
commander in-chief of the British army. He could not with- 
draw his forces from the east pan of Upper Canada* cenautently 
with the safety of his posts» at Fort Erie, Fort Georp^, Kingston 
and Montreal, because he well knew General Dearborn had col- 
lected, and was collecting troope, opposite to those stations* 
He therefore found it necessary to devise some plp.n, by which 
his troops, on those stations might be withdrawn, and employed 
under the command of General Brock, for the support of Mai- 
den, and the protection of the part of the provii ce invaded, and 
in a manner consistently with the safety of the posts which have 
baen mentioned. The stratagem, which has here been describ* 
•d« was formed by the enemy^ and assented to by General Dear- 
born, and its success was complete. He was induced to enter 
into an agreement that his troops should only act on the defen- 
sive, at those stations, from which General Brock wislicd to 
withdraw his troops, and indeed which extended to the whole 
frontier, excepting where the invasion was made. 

In pursuance of this plan« all the forces were withdrawn from 
the stations I have mentioned, excepting a few invalid soldiers 
to lake care of the fortifications, cLUinon, &c. Tlicse forces, 
with the militia of the province, and all the ^^avage8 which could 
be collected, were immediately transported by water, over tiie 
lakes to Maiden and Sandwich* under the command of General ' 
Brock, as re-enforcements to the enemy's army at those stations. 
General Brock arrived at Maiden on the 14th of August, during 
the suspentton of hostilities below, and on the 15th marched to 
Sandwich opposite to Detroit, from wliicli place I ha<l retreated, 
for the reasons stated in the former numbers of these memoirs. 
About 12 o'clock on the 15th, I received a letter from General 
Brock, by Lieut. Colonel McDonnell, and Major Gregg, of the 
British army, who came under the sanction of a flag of truce. 

Head Quarters, Sandwich, Jlugust 15, 1812. 
Sir — The force at my disposal authorizes me to require of 
you the immediate surrender of Fort Detroit; it is far from my 
inclination to join in a war of extermination; but you muft be 

/ 

r 
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aware that the mtinereaa body of IiHHanB, who hare attached 
themselTes to mj troops, will be beyond mj eontroul the nomettt 
tile contest commenees ; joe will find roe disposed to enter Inhs 

such conditions as \v\\[ satisfy the most scrupulous ^scnse of 
honour. Lieut.-Colonel McDonnell and Major Gregg, are tully 
authorized to conciu^fe any arrangement that may prevent the 
^ unnecessary effusion of blood. I have the honour to be joor 
obedient servant. 

[His Excellency, Brigadier General Hull', eommandinff at 
Fort Detroit. 

Signed ISAAC BROCK, Major General, 

GomroaDding his Brittanic Majesty's forces, Upper Canada.'' 

To this letter, I immediately returned the following answer. 

**ffead Quarien^ Detroit, AuguH 15, 1812. 

Sir — I liave no other reply to make, than to inform you that 
I am prepared to meet any force which maybe at your disposal, 
and any consequences which may result from an exertion of it, 
you may thinlL proper to make I am, &c. 

His Excellency, Major General Brock, commanding his Brit^ 
tanic Majesty's forces, Sandwich, Upper Canada. 

Signed WILLIAM HULL, Brig. General, 

commandiDg the North Western aruty of the United States." 

This letter ii-as the first Information that I received of the ar- 
rival of General Brock, with the forces from Fort Brie, Fort 
George, and the other stations on the east part of Uppe^ Cana- 
da. Indeed it was hardly possible for me to have received the 

information, as he came by water with his re-enforcements, and 
had the exclusive command of the lake. 

By my former numbers, it appears, that before I recrossed the 
river, I had received letters from Generals Hall and Porter, 
^who commanded the American forces on the Niagsra rivei^ that 
the British forces had. moved from their statiops on that river, 
and the east part of the province, and were passing over lakes 
Erie and Ontario, towards Maiden. In those numbers, I like- 
wise stated how mysterious this information was. The arrival 
of General Brock, with the forces, still added to the mystery. 
It will be remembered, that I had received no iiiformailioa fiem 
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Qcnml D«iilNini» or from any other quarter of the ^nspension 
of hostilities ; and I knew that a laige American force had as- 
sembl^, and was assembling on the Niagara river, directly op^ • 

posite to the British posts. It was likewise well known to me, 
that that part of the province was of much more importance to 
the British interest than Maiden^ and thc^ territory on the De- 
troit riw and its vicinity* It appeared to me certain* that tho 
British forces coald not have been withdrawn from those stations, 
without exposing them to an invasion, and to be tsken posses- 
sion of by General Dearborn's forces on the Niagara river, di- 
rectly oj^osite to them, and only separated by the river. I ask 
you, my fellow citizens, to reflect on my situ at ion* and con- 
sider for a moment, the embarrassments at this time occasioned 
to my army. 

General Brock was not only the Major General of the army, 
battiie Acting Govemoar of the province. Could I have be-^ 
/, lieved that the Governour of the province would have left the 
most important part of it, without the means of defence, expos- 
ed ii^ the manner I have stated, and liable te be invaded, and 
possessed by the American forces i Such an event wonld havo 
boea the most dissstrons of any which could have happened to 
him. By possessing both sides of the Niagara river,^we shonld 
have commanded the water communication to Maiden, and the 
whole country above, which was the only communication on 
which that post, St Joseph's on lake Huron, and indeed the 
whole North West Company depended for supplies. Had we 
therefore taken possession of Fort fine. Fort George, and tho 
other posts on tho Niagara river, thmr communication wonld 
have been obstructed, and they must have perished for the want 
of the means of subsistence. I again ask, on what grounds I 
could have possibly conceived, that General Brock had left that 
vital part of his province, and drawn his troops from situations 
on whose protection their very existence depended. Had it 
been possiUe for mo to have imagined tho casc^ which actually 
ousted, t^t General Dearborn had agreed fo a suspension 9S 
hostilities, I should have believed it certain, that he would have 
stipulated, that all the troops, which were parties tu it, should 
remain in the same situation, they were, at the time it was made, 
and expressly, that none bound by the armistice should be em- 
ployed, apinst those which wm not included in it* If ho had 
IS 
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iMwflsed kiii>wled(|[e of Ins duijn lie irmM hkw^ kmnm 
this to have been the invariable practice in similar oases. Bat 

in fact, I did not tvm imsf^ne, that it was possible a aseasift 
so fraught with the certain destruction of mj army could have 
been adopted by him. 

But so it was, and almost all the enemy^s most iroportanl 
^ta were perfectly safe, when only guarded by a few invalidg, 
te talie care of the barracks* lie. The Secretary of War, il 
will be teen by bis letter referred to In a femer menolr, atatcd^ 
that by General Dearbom*^ letter to him, the Ofneial bad in- 
formed me of the measure, and had proposed a stmHar ene it 
my concurrence. If it were sent, it only reached me before the 
capitulation from the mouths of General Brock's cannon ; after 
that event, he, (General Brock) informed me that it liad taken 
place at Niagara, and all the other posts below were embraced 
in it Perhaps it may be aaked, when 1 perceived the fbrcea of 
tk^ enemy, ef all deacrtptiona concentrating and beanng npan 
me from every quarter, why I did not retreat from Detroit, and 
save my army from capture r as I wish to answer every inquiry^ 
and, if possible, remove every doubt, with respect to the pro- 
priety of my conduct, I will here state the reasons. To those 
•who are unacquainted with the situation of the country, this 
would probably be a natural inquiry. In the manner in which 
ibeae memplra are publiabed, I cannot present a map of tba conn- 
try which waa the scene of my operations. I feir it will be diffi* 
calt to describe it in such a way fhat it will be perfectly under- 
stood. I must ask you in this case to examine some general 
maps of the country, from Detroit to the foot of the rapids of 
the Miami of lake Erie. The distance is about seventy miles* 
The only road thrbogh which I could have retreated, runs from 
Oetroit as far aa Browtaatown, on the banka of the Detroit riverf 
about twenty miles ; and from Brownatown to the toot of tiie 
lipids^ about fifty milea ; in some places on, and in others near 
tke borders of lake Erie. This road was very Uitlicult to pass, 
a great part of it being through a wilderness, and had only been 
opent^d by niv army, when advancing to Detroit. Its course, 
for seventy iniles being on the margin of a navigable river, and 
the lake and GenemI Brock with hia army being opposite to 
Detroit, with; a number of armed vessels* gQn*l^ta» and a aof* 
Hciant number of fiata to move hia troopa on the water» wonli 
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peciailj whei» aided by his nmnenms tribes of savages, tbat I 
then thought and I now think, that an attempt uf the kind would 
kave resulted in the total destruction of the army. With his 
twats, protected by his armed vessels and gun-boats, his troops 
uiight have been moved on those smooth waters with the greatest 
ceierity^ and landed in the fronts rear, or on the flaak. and bar* 
muedMj march in aach a manner that it would have been im- 
possible to have effected it besides we mast have encountered 
the dittculty of passin<^ a number of rivers without boats, and 
over which there were no bridj^es. The only places where some 
of these rivers could have been crosoed, were near the naviga- 
ble waters commanded by the enemy's naval armamenty and no . 
boats could have been |irovided for the purpose. There would 
Imve been no other mode of eflfecting thepasaage, but by swim- 
ming or constructing ralisy. in the lace of the enemy. Situated 
^ as I was, after the arrival of General Brock witii the re-enforce- 
ments, I think you must be satisfied, that noihing could have 
justified an attempt of this kind, especially when the nature of 
the country, and the character of the enemy^ which would have 
assailed my annv during this long march,, is considered. The 
reasons which prevented me from retreating and taking a posi- 
tion at the Miami, itamediately after recrossing the Detroit river^ 
bare been stated in a former number of these memoirs. I pre- 
sume this will be considered as a satisfactory answer to the in- 
quiry. ' • ^ 

In my next number, I shall proceed to a consideration of my 
situation^ at Detroit on the t^th of August^ wlien I I'eceived 
General Brock's letter^ and the position, and nunibera of the 
«nemy ; after which I shall state the reasons which induced me 
to agree to the capitulation on the 16th. Before^ however,^! 
, close this number, I must ask your indulgence,^ my ieHow citi- 
zens, in making such observatums and reflections as will natu- 
rally arise from the facts and documents which have been pre- 
sented in the last numbers of these memoirs in relation to the 
conduct of General Dearborn. ^ 

After considering the facta and evidence which has been ad- 
duced to prove them, I ask who has been guilty of the vile and 
base chargea which have been iiuputed to me ? Who has been 
guilty of unofficer-like conduct ? If / had been in General * 
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DeariioniVt sltnatioiiy and he liad been in mine» and / had w 

ceived the same orders from the government which it has been 
proved he received, respecting the invasion of Canada, would 
you not have had a right to have said that / had been guilty of 
unofficeMike conduct P If thus situated, / had received the 
same orders he repeatedly receiTed, to make diversions in the 
enemy's country, to^ attack their posts and to co-operate witii 
Ajm, / had not only neglected to obey these orders, bat had 
agreed to a suspension of liostiiities, from which his array was 
excluded, 1 ask you whether 7 could have complained of the 
vile charge of cowardice being imputed to me ? If further, /had 
agreed to a suspension of hostilities, in the manner and under 
the .circumstances General Dearborn did, whether it would not 
have affordeil some colour to have supposed it was with treason- 
able views ^ I wish it to be distinctly understood, that I im- 
pute nothing criminal to him, and have made these reflections 
'with no other view but to exhibit in a strong light, that there 
was not the least foundation for criminal charges against me* 

For the present, I shall take a £ureweU of him, and if the 
&cts and documents which have been presented shall cause any 
unpleasant sensations in his mind, I regret that I can ofier no 
balm to cure the stings and wounds which lus own r^ectmns 
must inflict. 

Before these memoirs are ended, he will again be introduced, 
as President of the Court Martial before which I was tried, and 
his conduct in that character will be particularly examined. 

As you, my fellow citizens, are tiie l^itimate and final tri- 
bunal, if you are satisfied that the fiicts which have been here 
stated, are pro Vied by the evidence which has been off*ered, and 
that the measures he adopted were the cause of tlie misfortunes 
of the campaign, and the disasters which attended the army I 
commanded, it is to be hoped, on account of his age, his reqieci- 
able connections, and his revolutionaiy services, your clemency 
will be exercised, and Ae punishment which would be justly 
idue to such conduct will be remitted. 

For the same reasons here expressed recommending him to 
your mercy, in a former number, I stated, that it would have 
been a happy consideration, had it been in my power to have 
exhibited the truth in vindication of my own bmioiiry withont 
$aj impeadunent of his character. 
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A KxowLMax of the number, and character of the enemj'i 
fiMTceSy at the time of the cajntulatioii, and likewise of those un- 
der my commandy is so important in forming a correct opinion 
that I shall ask your very particular attention to an examipatioA 
of both these subjects. 

Before I proceed to offer you the evidence of them, it is a dji- 
tj which I owe to you, and to myself, to state particularly the 
reasons why this evidence was not presented to the Court Mar- 
tial, and why it has not before been presented to jou $ and like- 
wise, why it will not be in my power, even at this time, to 
spread before you, the whole which existed in tlie case. 

The same causes have prevented me from giving a more min- 
ute detail of the transactions and events of the campaign . The 
reasons are the unfortunate Idss of my papers, both of a public 
and private natore. A part of them were taken in the Cayahoga 
packet* the particular circumstances of which have been related 
in my trial. 

After the capitulation, I left Detroit, a prisoner, not knowing 
my place of destination. One of my daughters was with me* 
and expected in a few days to return to my residence in Massa- 
chusetts. As I should have no occasioD for . these papers while 
a prisoner, I thoo^t it advisable, to pack them in trunks and 
commit them to her care, to be carried to my home, at the place 
whm I now reside. 

A short time after, my daughter passed lake Erie in a British 
vessel, and arriving near Buffalo in the evening, she was put on 
shore at that place, with an assurance from the captain of the 
vessel, that her trunks, &c should be sent to her the next morn- 
ing. In the coarse of that mgbt, the vessel was attacked by a 
party of our sailors, nnder the command of Captain Elliot, and 
in the contest was burnt. By this event, all these papers were 
destroyed . 

The most material of these documents, were copies of all the 
orders I had issued to the army, horn the day I took command 
of it, to the time of the capitnlation. AH the returns and daily 
tepot^ which were made to me. Tho letters which I had re- 
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Ceivcd fcom the Secretary of War, and the Governours of OhiW 
and K.eiitackjr. Copies of all the commanicatioiis which 1 hwdl 
made to these officers and man/ others ; likewise a dailj Journal 
of the operations of the army* and the events which took place 

during the period above mentioned ; likewise the information I 
had received of the numbers and movements of the enemj dur^ 
ing the campaign. 

At lay trial before the Court Martial, I hihl no other docu- 
mentarj evidence* excepting what the administration was wilU 
iQg to forniah from the records of the government. Some pa- 
pers which were necessary to eihlbit a trae state of facts, could 
not be found on the files and records of the public offices. After 
mj trial, as I have before remarked, I applied for a cepy of the 
proceedings of the Court Martial, and all the documents relat- 
ing to the compaign, and could not obtain them. Lately^ Mr*. 
Calhoun* as I have before stated, has furnished me with copies 
of all the documents which can be found in the 11V ar Office. 
Many very important papers now, which ought to be on the files 
and records of the government, cannot be found ; even one of 
so important a nature as the armistice, ent^ered into by Geiitra) 
Dearborn, cannot be obtained. This fact is certified by the 
present Secretary of War« in his letter to me, which has been 
published in a former number. My orders to the army, daily , 
journal,, reports, and letters, giving me accounts of the numbers 
and movements of the enemy, and many other important docn« 
ments are irreparable losses. 

The destruction of this vessel is a subject of public nutority, 
and were it necessary, the testimony of my daughter, and others 
who assisted in packing the papers, and who well knew the con- 
i/enU of them, might be here added. I will not encumber these 
Bumbersi at present, with this evidence. If the truth of th^ 
Acts shall be doubted by any reader, the evidence shall be pulH 
Ibhed* • ' • 

Some of the Adjutants preserved their orderly books, and I re- . 
questetl the Judge Advocate to direct them, when they were 
summoned as witnesses, to produce them. They however, 
either foigpt them, or did not incline to present them to the 
Court 

I will here recite the circumstances of another important doc- 
ument which I conU 'M obtun^ at the time of ny trials which 
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lun been referred to in a former niimber» and I will copy ftxmi 
my defence, the statement and evidence which I offered to the . ' 
•oonrt martial, respecting it. 

*• A few days after I was appointed to the command of the 
North Western Army, I presented another memorial to the 
President, through the war department, in vhich 1 was explicit 

to what m^t be expected Irom such a force as I was to lead; 
as to the necessity of re enforcements ; of our commanding the 
lake; and, of a co-operalion in other quarters* 

**My draft of this memorial I have lost, in the way I shall 
hereafter explain. The existence of the original and its gener^ 
al purport, is proved by Mr. Kustis, who in his answer to the 
6th and 7th interrogations addressed to him, says, *I have a 
perfect recollection of your having presented the memorial re- 
ferred to in the interrogatory/ 'I recollect,' he adds, *your 
attendance by appointment, at the War Office. The memorial 
or that part of it which related to the naval defence of lake BHe,^ 
was referred or commanicated* to the Secretary of the Navy, 
who was present. The brig Adams, which had been employed 
as a transport, under direction of the war department, became 
the subject of conversation. Whether she was (being then on 
the stocks repairing) actually transferred to the Navy Depart- 
^ ment, I do not distinctly recollect. If that was the case, the 
evidence is on record.' Yet this memorial) or a copy of it, I 
liave never been able to obtain. 

•♦I have applied for it to the Secretary of War, he referred 
me to the Secretary of the Navy ; the Secretary of the Navy to 
Air Dallas, [who was then employed by the administration in 
the prosecution against me Q to him 1 applied, and ho referred 
me to the present Judge Advocate, who knows nothing of it. 
And finally when my trial commenced, I addressed a letter to 
the President of the United States, requesting him to interfere 
bis authority to procure me a document, which I considered so 
important in my defence. It was, sir, too much for me to have 
expected an answer from the President himself, though the time . 
has been, when such an answer would not have been considered 
as conferring too great an honour. The President referred my 
, letter.to the gentlemen at the head of the War and Navy De- 
partments. They also would not condescend to answer my 
letter, but handed it over to tiieir clerks. I ask» would it not 
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km conported with the importaiioe of the occasien, the deco- 
ram dae an old mea and a tetenui toldierf not jet conmted of 
anj Grime» for the Secretaries themseWee to haye addreased 
me ? But itt aMwer to my letter^ I receiTod a letter from the 

chief clerk in the War Office, dated the 12th of February, 1814; 
with a certificate from the chief clerk in the Navy Department. 
The letter from the War Office* is in the following words : « 

"ITar Cffice, February 1814. 

SIR, — Your letter of the Ist inst. addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, has been referred to me. In answer 
to which I baTO the honour to state, that all your communica- 
tions to the War Department, after yon were appointed Briga- 
dier General in the army, have been transmitted to P. S. Par- 
ker, Esq. Judge Advocate of the Court Martial, now sitting at 
Albany, together with such others as you had required, as far 
as they could be found on the files of this office. The public 
records of papers of the War Department have been constantly 
within my ebservatiflii and charge for seyeral %eara past, and I 
asaare yon, Sir, I have never seen or heard of a memoir pointing 
out the necessity of a navy on lake Erie. Since the receipt of 
your letter, I have carefully examined the files, and enquired of 
every gentleman attached to the department without being able 
lo give any information on the subject* 

I have the hononr to be. 

Sir, very respectfully, 

Tour O'bt. servant, 

DANIEL PARKER, C C. 
Brig. Gen. Wm. Hull, Albany. • 

It is nnacconntable, that a pnblic document of this nature 
should be lost That it did exist, and was on the files of the 
war office, is proved beyond controversy, by the deposition of 

the late Secretary of War, who declares that he has a perfect re- 
collection of it. But a most extraordinary part of this letter 
from the War Department, is that which states, that ihe writer 
has had the public records, and papers of the War Departmeu t 
constantly under his charge and observation for several years 
past; yet, that he never knew or heard of a memorial, pointing 
out tiie necessity of a navy on lake Erie. It is a ihct hardly to 
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be crcditted, that a copy of the memorial of the 6th of Mardij 
1812, from which I made that copy which I have just read to 
the court, is certified as a tme copy from the files of the War 
Office* by the very genUeman^ who writes me the letter of tiie 
12th of February. Let me quote from the memorial of the 6ih 
of March, or rather from the copy certified as I have mentioned 
jibove, a passage which is in the following words : 

^If, sir, we caunot command the ocean, we can command the 
inland lakes of our country. I have always been of opinion that 
' we oug^t to have built as many armed Teasels on the lakes as 
would have commanded theln. We have more interest in them 
than thf* British nation, and can build vessels with more con- 
venience.* 

When the writer of the letter had certified a copy of this 
memorial but a few days before, how could he say, that he nev- 
er knew or heard of a memorial, (from me to the goTemment) 
pointing out the necessity of a navy on lake Erie 

I shall more partic\i1arlyfeel Ihe loss of the docomenis which 
were destroyed in the vessel, in a future paper, in which I shall 
state the number of the effective force, under my controul, at 
the time «»f the capitulation. Perhaps you may think it an in- 
tmsion^ and I certainly feel a degree of humiliation, in asking 
your attention, one moment to my private losses, and my pri- 
vate, misfortunes, as respects, property. Thb I should not do^ 
had it not been rumoured, and probably believed by some, that 
I had been influenced by tlie base and grovelling motives of 
self-interest, in tho measures I agreed to, as the commanding 
General of my country's forces. The bare mention of the sub- 
ject excites the most indignant feelings, and 1 believe no just 
and honourable man, who ever knew me, for a moment enter- 
tained an opinion of the kind. In the year 1805 when I accept- 
ed the office of Govemonr of the territory of Michigan, I dis- 
posed of all my property in Massachusetts, excepting the farm 
. on which I now live, which I hold in right of my wife. Af- 
ter paying my debts, a considerable sum remained 'i his was 
trai^sferred to the Michigan territory. Before my anivaly the 
town of Detroit was burnt, with all tiie public buildings, in one of 
which I wfts to have resided. For my accommodation I was obi ig- 
ed to build a house, and engage mechanics in this part of the 
country. Under the circumstances of the territory, comfortable 
14 
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accommodations were provided at very qjreat expense. All the 
property wiiich I possessed, ex:eptinj:^ the fanii I have mention- 
edt was vested in that countrj. Ail this propertjr I have since 
sold* and th« proceeds of it« have not been em tiiM {mrt m 
much M I carried to the cenntrr. 

Daring my coAimattd of the Ner6i Wenteni army, no military 
chest was furnished, and I never received one dollar from the 
government to defray the necessary continjrent expenses of the 
army. The Secretary of War, placed in the bank of Pittsburg, 
ten thousand dollars to my credit, for defraying^ these expenses, 
- and gave me notice accordingly. At thai time there was little 
or no communication between Pittsbmi; and Detroit^ and I eeuM 
not obtain money for biHs on that Baniu I made nae of mf 
own money and credit to defray those necessary expenses totho 
amount of sixteen hundred dollars, on the credit of the ten thou- 
sand, which was thus deposited. For this sixteen hundred dol- 
lanu I took regular rottchersy which were with my other papers* 
and were lost in tiie tesse!* as before stated. Aa soon ao the 
ndministration, received niormation .of the capitnlntiony ths 
whole ofjhis ten thousand dollars was withdrawn from the 
bank, by the Secretary of War, and 1 never have received the 
sixteen hundred dollars or any part of it, which I disbursed for 
the public, to defray these necessary expenses. I have present- 
ed mj account, and evidence to show, the once existenc'e of the 
▼Ottchersy and the manner in which they were lest The sh- 
jection to an allowance of the claim, by the auditor is^ timt as I 
am not a public de&uUer, and owe the government nothings hs 
la not authorized to hear the evidence, with respect to the loai 
of the vouchers, as the government will have money to pay, pro- 
vided the account were allowed. But if on the other hand I 
had been a public defaulter, the auditor in that caae would be 
nuthoriaed to cancel the demand of the fsvemment^ on being 
aatiified with tiie loea of my vouchers. 

I do not now pos sess more property than is suffieient to pay 
my just debts, excepting the farm on which I live, which as I 
before observed, 1 hold in the right of my wife. And I can say 
with truth* luid I not been bo fortunate as to have lived among 
Aiendfti and eiperienced their generosiQrt it wsukl iui^ve been 
impossible for me» on my fttrm, at my age, for twelve yeafs pasl» 
to hain supported my tanuly» with common deeemoj* 
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1 have made this statement to satisfy you how much I havt 
been injured, and to repel the base and \vicked insinuations, 
wkich have been more than rumoured againat inc. It will be 
«tBy for BMi to prod«c* evulenee of all thm facta, if jaj 
^eairta it 

It ia only necaaaarf to look atHha newspapera of that day» to 

prove the pains which wei*e taken to excite your prejudices 
against me. 

Evarjr skipper of a boat, averjr unpriacipled adventurer, and 
follower of the arm J* who waa at IK^troitt aiMi every drunken 
aoidiar who w^a retumii^ boHie, wen placed ia reqoiaitiom and 
liken befinw mgiatrateay and oatha ivere prepared fgrtbeiOt 
wiAk reapaei to the nomber of my araij, and the nnmberof the 
enemjy and the boxes of gold, which were carried to my house, 
as the consideration for the capitulation. After keeping me 
nearly two yeara in' arreatf and during thai timet searching for 
evidottce to preive the chai^ of treason againai nie« the Court 
Martial waa obliged^ aa not the fiiinteat colonr of evideace a^ 
peered^ to acquit me of that charge, and all the apecificattona 
nnder it 1 must be excused, my fellow citizens, for ibis di- 
gression) and defer the evidence,, with respect to Geaei&l 
Brock'a force to ugr next number. ^ , 



No. XXVI. 

Bkfo&b I relate the events of the 16tb of August, 1812, and 
lirfgn tbe reaaona, which induced me to agrae te» the eapitnU« 
tion,Iwillaiky««irnttention,-^ 

let. To the peaitiaii which General Broek had take») <lli ihn 
. 15th, with his army. 

2d. To the number and character of the forces, which were 
under his authority and controul, which were in suitable aiUia^ 
tkmfi, and might have immediately been ordered to le-enfmo ' 
hiaamy* with the moai perfect safety to hia other peata, halm 
ift^wonkh hare been posaihle for me to have vaeeiTed any aa- 

3d* To tbe number and character of Uie forces, with wbicli 
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he actually invaded our territory on the nMrning of Ae IGfli of 

Aujrust. 

With respect to the position he had taken, it was at Sand- 
wich, on the opposite bank of the river, more elevated than the 
fort of Detroit, ^d from which, with his cannon and mortarsy 
lie could throw shot and sheila* into the town and fort 

With respect to fht nnmber and character of the forces, 
which were under his 'authority and controuU which were in 
suitable situations, immediately to re-enforce his army before I 
could have received any aid, it is to be observed, that he was 
not only the General of the army, but the actinj^ Gover nour of 
Upper Canada, and had the supenntemleace and direction not 
only of the numerous tribes of Indians, who residi^ in the Bri* 
tish dominions, but likewise those who inhabited our territories^ 
had joined bis standard. Consequently, all the British troo|ia» 
in the different stations^ at fort €toorge, York, Kingston, fort 
Erie, and Chippewa, with all the militia of the province, and all 
the Indian warriours, in the northern and western region^ were 
subject to his controul and authority. 

jn addition to these sources of strength, the numerous retain' 
ers of the wealthy and powerful Northwest Company, were call- 
ed from their stationSi «i|d bunting gronndsy and offered their 
serricesy after the fidl of Michillimac k anac k » in the reduction 
of Detroit. It is well known, there are more than three thous- 
and men employed by this company, and that their supplies are 
carried over lake Erie, and pass up Detroit river, and that their 
existence depended on keeping open that communication. And 
it appears- by Mr. Mc Kenzie's letter, one of the principal 
agents of that compnnjy which has been recitedf that thej were 
prepared, with numerous hosts of savages, to procised againat 
Detroit, whenever their services should become necessary. It 
further appears, by the letter of the Secretary of War to Gener- 
al Dearb«>rn, which liais been recited, that the savages had as- 
sembled oil the road, which I had opened from Ohio, and had 
stopped the militia >vbich were escorting provisions to Detroit* 
I will here recite an extract of a letter, which I received from 
Colomei Apdersim, who commanded atithe river Raisiny dated 
the 4th of August, which was in evidence on my trial) and b to. 
be found in the 20th page of the appendix. 

f I am doubtful if the mail is not tak^n, but I hope .not* I do 
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til in my power to keep up the'Spiiiit of tbe i nh » twt aii t g» wlddi 

is all but exhausted. There is forty men on guard and patrole 
at this place, and ten at the other Creek, and will continue tlie 
same until further orders. \^ e are short of ammunition, if at- 
tftcked» please to Veep a little for us, if possible. I understand 
by good authority, that numbers of Indiaii8» are passing <m the 
beads of this river (meanii^ the rirer Babia) and riyer Huron, 
on their way to Maiden ; and T think if some plan is not taken 
souiu that Uiey will be in thousand b at that place before long» 

(S^d) JOHN ANDERSON. 

P. 8. In behalf of tbe inbah&tanta, I request you wiU not or* 
der away any of tbe people from ^is place; for we are too. few 

for its defence. It it was possible to be succoured, would be 
best. (Signed) J. A. 

' This letter was received after the reduction of Chicago, and 
it appeared that the Indtans, who had takm that fort, with 
those from the western region^ were marching to jobi those at 
llalden. 

With respect to the British troops, militia, and savages of the 
province, thej were unnecessary at any other stations, because 
the armistice entered into by General Dearborn was then, and 
bad been for eight days in operation. General firock left the 
vital part of the province, where General Dearborn had estab* 
lished a peace, and commanded In person the expedition agunst 
Detroit. He was a Major General in the British army, and had 
a high reputation as a military officer. On the success of tliis 
enterprize, not only his military fame, but the protection and 
safety of his province depended. Having these sources, and 
the means of angmenting his army, nnder hia contrbul and au- 
thority, I ask you whether it is possible for yoti to believe, that 
he did not make use of them, and assemble and order under his 
immediate command, before he made the invasion of our terri- 
tory, a force competent to the object ? At this time, 1 had re- 
ceived no information of the armistice ; yet I bad received in- 
formation from Generals Hall and Porter, who were in command 
on the Niagara river, thlt all the forces of every description 
from the east part of the province, were {^Hieeeding to Maiden; 

When, therefore. General Brock had the means of augment- 
ing his army^ with perfect safety to the other parts of his pro- 
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• Tince* tomt1«attteBiiMiiheiuimlwr of Ifcow ttndflr wr Mk» 

inand« and when on the 15th he appeared on the bank of tilt 

river at Sandwich, opposite to Detroit, and (summoned me to 
surrender the Fort of Detroit, and not onlj declared in his sum- 
mons, that his force juatified him in making the demand, but 
that the tribes of sarages^ which had joined hia ataiuUuil» vera 
80 nnmeroot) that it voiild he iaipoiaible finr klm to watraui 
them, the nooMttt the conteat caouaeiiccd. I ask jott« lellow 
citizens, whether the focts here stated, did not afford stntog 
reasons for me to believe, that his forces were much superiuur 
to mine, and competent to the object, which he had in view ? 

To this summons, I however gave a decided answer, that I 
ahoiild defend die fort ; hoping to be able* before ho fli*«4» tbt 
invasionf to collect at Detroitt the detachment iinder the pmr 
mand <tf Arthur and Cass, which had inarched to the rivft 
Raisin, and other detachments, which were absent on other du- 
ties. And I now again ask you, whether his landing with hia 
armj the next morning, did not afiord additioAai evidence flf 
the competency of his force ? 

The moment I received information of the arrival of Geaoral . 
Brock, I sent orders to Arthur and Caas, immediately to re» 
tui n to Detroit, and stated the reasons. On the morning of the 
16th, when the invasion was made, I had received no ififorma<* 
tion from them. The route (hey marched, as 1 have before ob« 
aervedi wsa about fifty miles through a wiiderneM. Ihey were 
sent to procure the means of subsistence» for my anpy. *To 
satisfy) how easy he might have increased iiia nnmberit I rofiv 
you to the testimony of Captain Bastmant of the 4th regimeaty 
who was a witness in behalf of the administration; ^Hhat he was 
at Detroit, and sajs that fourteen hundred Indian warriours, ar- 
rived as re-enforceipents, a few days after the capitulation, from 
two stations onlyt viz. Saganau and Michillimackanack." The 
ftets and circwostances here stated* furnish yon with aotiil nn- 
terialS) to form a general estimate of the forcot and stren^^ 
which Oeneral Brock, at this timey had it in his power to have 
brought against me; and I believe you will be satisfied that he 
availed himself of the advantages of toliecting aa laig^ a Ibrc^ 
as he deemed oecessiary fof the object. 

* See Diige 100 of mj trial. 
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In tnaking yoor estimate on this subject, you will recollect, 
the orders General Dearborn had received, immediately after 
thi declaration of war^ to order the troops under his command 
to the Niagara rirer, tnd other snitable ntuationi for the inTa- . 
mbtk of U|»per Canadty and he waa likewise ordered only to 
MAke a feint agninat Montreal* and not even a feint againat * 
Qoebec« Fort George, and' all the other British p(»9t8, on the 
east part of Upper Canada, being thus threatened witb invasion, 
and Quebec and Montreal, &c. not even being threatened, it re- 
quires no evidence to prove, that the principal part of the Brit- 
ish forces were drawn from those lower stationSy to re-enlbrc« 
and snpport tlieae which were ^^aDger« 

Prom these facts^ it may very fairly be presnmed, that lha 
principal part af the British fortes Were at these stations on the 
Niagara river, directly opposite to General Dearfiom's army 
and only separated by the river. Let nie then in the first place 
ask you, after peace was established with General Dearborn, ta 
Make your estimate of the British force, which General Brock 
might with the meat perfect safety, have carried with him ta 
Maiden? 

Id the next place, the populatloii of Upper Canada at that 
time, was about one hundred thovsand inhabitants. If only 

every teeth inhabitant was on the militia, the number would 
have amounted to ten thousand. I ask you to consider, under 
the quiet and peaceable circumstanccH of the east part of the 
pralriiice, what niimber of militia, the British General and Got- 
e ito a uf , night hare tsken with him ill hm Expedition for the de» 
Unte «tf the only part of his prorince which was invaded ? 

Being the sHperintendant of Indian affairs, within the British 
tenriteries, and the Aumerous tribes of savages within our own 
coutitry, having joined the British standard, 1 ask you to calcuU 
ate what number of this description of force, it was in his power 
to have assembled, for his assistance ? From knowledge of the 
wealth «nd iaflnence of the Northwest Company, and the nu** 
mereus Enjgt^gta in their service, and the deep interest they 
had in opening the commnliicatien through the Detreit river^ 
thfeugh which c^nnel, they received their supplies, you will 
be able to judge what aid, he might have received from that im* 
portant establishment. 

After the tall of Michiilimackanack and Chicago, tiie iwckB 
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which reduced those places, could have had no other object, ex- 
cepting the reduction of Detroit, and those from Michilliniack- 
anack were descending the upper lakes, for the purpose, as ap- 
pears by Mr. McKenzie's letter, and other testimonj, and ti|ose 
from Chicago^ and the western wilderness were marching' to the 
same place, as appears by the letter of Colonel Anderson, who 
commanded at the river Raisin, which has been recited. The 
river Raisin, it will be seen by looking on the map, is in the di- 
rect course from Chicago to Maiden. 

I have taken this view of the subject, fellow citizens, to fur- 
nish you with facts and mater^ito assist you in forming a cor- 
rect judgment of the forces, inltch the British General, had it 
in his power, to have assembled, for the invasion of our territfk 
rj, before 1 could have received any assistance, from any quar- 
ter whatever. Perhaps I may be censured by critics, for repe- 
tition aud digression. I have no other object in writing, but to 
communicate the truth, and have it distinctly understood by all 
classes of my fellow citizens, even by the youngest children 
who attend oar schools and to correct the erroneous statements 
which have been published. It is a fact which will appear evi- 
dent from the testimony, which has been, and will be present- 
ed, in the course of these memoirs, that many of the school 
books which are made use of for the education of the rising gen- 
eration, contain the grossest falsehoods on this subject. It is a 
misfortune, which every good mian will lament, that such books 
should be admitted into these most valuable of all our institu- 
tions, and that any of the' rising generation should be taught 
errour and indeed falsehood, instead of justice and truth, with 
respect to tlie history of our ha|)py and prosperous republic. 

I s all now ask your attention, to a consideration of the evi- 
dence, which I shall offer, to satisfy you of ^the number of the 
forces, with wjiich General Brock actually crossed the Detroit 
river, and invaded our territory on the morning of the 16th of 
' August. 

In addition to the re- enforcements, which attended him, from 
tlie east part of the province ; he had ail the forces which were 
at Maiden, when he arrived ; to ascertain that number, I will 
here offer to you the same evidence, which my prosecutors made 
use of at my trial, (viz:) the testimony of Lieutenant ForbusL 
Lieutenant Forbush was made a prisoner, in the Cayahoga pack- 



Digitized by Google 



«t» the 1st day of July, and remained at Maiden until lli'e 16tli 
of August ; he was then a Seijeant, and was promoted by the 

administration, to the rank of Lieutenant, two grades, beturehe 
gave his testimony. He was selected and examined by the 
Judge advocate* to prove the numbers, which were at Maiden, 
at the time mentioned, and which bad been there* from the 1 st 
of July* I only examined him to |iroTe the circumstances of 
Ae Teseel being taken, and to ascertain the number of Indians^ 
he counted at Maiden, on the 15th of August. His testimony 
was as here follows. 

*'I was then Sergeant In the 4tli regiment of Infantry, and 
had charge of the sick and of the hospital stores. The enemy 
permitted me to go about the works at Maiden, and I was little 
restrained. I took every opportunity 1 could of counting them* 
• The regulars, when I arriTod, were from eighty to an hundred. 
From two hundred and fifty to three hundred militia. Perhaps 
three hundred to three hundred and fifty Indians." This force 
amounting to seven hundred and fifty, was at Maiden, on the 
1st day of July, when my army was opening a road in the wil- 
derness, seventy miles from Detroit* and Jiefore 1 had received 
any information of the declaration of war. 

Lieutenant Forbush then, being asked by the Judge Advocate 
what number of troops arrived at Maiden afterwards, answere d. 
There were in the Hunter thirty regulars, and in the Lady 
Prevost from thirty to forty regulars. This was about the 20th 
of July ; and after the battle of Brownstown, there were three 
hundred arrived in red coats.'' These regulars, or red coatSf 
amounjt to three hundred and soTenly, which added to the seven 
hundred and fifty which he testifies were at Maiden the 1st of 
July, makes the number eleven hundred and twenty. He then • 
says, **he counted in one body, on the 15tl« of August, S'x hun- 
dred Indian warriours, passing up, (that is from Maiden to 
Sandwich) some on horse -back, and some on foot." He further 
says» that from the i20th to the aoth of July, many of the militia 
went to their fiirms and returned, making as many as before | 
he then says, nine hundred was the whole force at Maiden, ex- 
clusive of the red coats. By his former testimony, given in de- 
tail, the red coats amounted to four hundred and seventy — add 
this to tlie nine hundred, makes thirteen hundred and seventy 
-Hidd to this number the six hundred Indian watrioars^ whicbr 
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he counted at one time, and at one place, at Maiden, on the 
15th. and it makes the whoie oumber nineteen hundred and 
seventy. 

I wish this subject) vtx. the 1ilimt)er8 at Maiden, exclusive 
of {he re-enforcements which arriTed with Oeneml Brock, to be 
distincttj understood. General Brock« the Utter |iart of the 

night of the 14th of Aug^ust, marched from Maiden tfitSandwicht 
with the British troops and militia, and arrived earlj iii the 
morningof the I5th; and hundreds of witnesses might be pro- 
duced ro prove, that a large bmij of indiaus-attended his armj, 
and arrived at Sandwich at the same time.. Thej were seeOi 
indeed by mjr whole army on the opposite banlu I have started 
^is fact, because it may be possibly said* that the six hnnilred 
Indian warrioars which Lieutenant Forbush counted at Maiden 
on the 15th, and which on that day marched to Sandwich, was 
tlie whole of the Indian force. Those which he counted on the 
15th at Maiden, could have been no part of those which march- 
ing with General Brock, and wereiat Sandwich early tn.the mora* 
ing of the same day, the distance being eighteen miles. I have 
made this statement, because three hundred and fifty Indians, 
by Lieutenant Forbush's testimony, were at Maiden on the 1st of 
July, and were included in the whole number of nineteen hun- 
dred and seventy, which is made by a calculation on the details 
of his evidence. On the facts here stated, tiie judicious reader 
will be able to form a satisfiustory eatimate. 

With respect to the militia at Maiden, there is no fact which 
can be more indisputable as 4o their number. Between the 20th 
and 30th of July, many of them deserted and came to my camp. 
Their uriitbrm testimony was that when the approach of our 
army was known, one thousand was ordered by the government 
to be detached, and re-enforce the station at Maiden, and that 
nine hundred out of the thousan^ ordered, actually arrived. It 
- is a well known fact, that about the SOth of July, a proclamation 
bf pardon was issued ; and by the testimony of Lieutenant For- 
bush, it appears they all returned. Many copies of this proc- 
lamation were seen in our camp; and besides the evidence I 
have here sratefl, complete proof of the number of militia de- 
tached for the defeiice of MahUn, may be found on the records 
of Upper Canada. Thus it appears, by the the testimony of Lieu- 
tenant Forbuihy when examined l^y the Judge Advocate, the wbok 
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wmber at M.M«. w«iilneteen h««dr«r»d «T«ty, before the 
arrival of Gocral Brock, with the re-wfowmeato whKh attend- 
ed him from the east part of the pro^nce. A. 1 have DO en> 
dence to determine precisely what thoi«. number, were, I mmt 
leave the estimate to your judgment, und.r the c.rcumsta»«*. 
which have been, state* a, it was peace in that quarter,, and 
Ihire was no oceasioii fer an, force whatever for V^e defence of. 
that part of the ptMnce, to -Wition to the forces at Maiden, 
and those which he brought with hi», heh«l aW die s^lors and 
marines which belonged to his navy, which, on the Wtho^ Au- 
gust, was anchored in the Detroit river, between Sandwich 
and the Spring Wells. Having stated the number of vessels^ 
with the number of cannon mounted on them, aud Ukew.se a- 
number of armed ooats, suitable for those waters, and we Kav - 
ing not a single armed boat to andoy them, and as conwquent- 
),, the whole of their crews might have been,an>. actually were,, 
employed in the land service, I leave it- to your judgittent to 
determine their numbers. The detachment of B"*"^* 
which marched across the country, under the comma«l:«r MSr , 
jor Chambers, with artillery, collecting the nnl.t.a anu Indians- 
on his rout, join«l General Brock at Sand w.ch. 1 - , 
««st have been several hundreds. On the nver Le Trench 
wa, a large settlement conveniently situatM to jom h.s forc^ 
and the militia of that settlement were seen w.A 
arm, at the time of the capitulation. From Ae factt 
ed, and the evidence produced, you will have the meansof 
forming for yourselves an opinion, with respect to his numlKM 
at Sandwich, on the 1 5th of August. 

I will now state thetestinwoy of Colonel Snell.ng, who wa, 
only a captain in my army, who had been promoted by my pro- 
secutor., who was depended on as a leading and pru.«pal wit- 
ness in behalf of the pr.«ecution, andhad become my most 
lignant enemy. His testimony of the number, of Oene«I 
Brock's am.y. on the l«th of August, the '^-J''^^^^!^ 
tion, U as follows. 1 shall transcribe it, verbatim ct literatim, 
•nd it is to be found in the 40th paj5e of my tnal. He says, 
"that he stood at flie comer of the slip leading to the gate ot 
the fort, and attempted to count the BritiJ» troop, on entwmg 
the fort ; that the troops in «lvance were the 4Ist «gMn«rt^ 
piMoons of fourteen files as well as the YofkTduntiMi, tfHW- 
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tj^bm jfitAoonh two deep in red coats ; thai tbc militia pla* 
io&ttM^ whidi were in Ike reeiv coMieted of no more tktn seven 
or eight files, end oomposed one tbird put of the whole fiMree, 
probably seven hundred and fifty whites ; of which the remain* 

ing two thirds were regulars and ununiformed militia." 

Here Colonel Snelling swears, there were three descriptioni 
of troops^ viz. the Kritish 41 «t renjiinent, the York volunteer^ ia 
nniform, and the militia, not in uniform. He says the 41st regi- 
ment and the York volnntoers formed twenty-nine piatoons 
of fbartaen files in each platiooB« two deept and in red 
eoats. He then saysr that the miKtla plstoonst which followed 
in the rear, consisted of only seven or eight files. He does not 
say how many platoons the militia consisted of, but only men- 
tions the number of files in each : and then states their whole 
number to be seven hundred and fifty, which was one third part 
of their whole force* He then says, in these identical words, 
that the remaining two thirdt were regnlars» and nniformed 
York volnntoers* 

By this evidence, it appears^ that the regulars and Toilc voW 
nnteers, in uniform amounted to only fifteen hundred ; to which 
add seven hundred and fifty, which was the number of tlie 
ununiformed militia, and was one third part of the whole 
white force* makes the whole loroe of regulars, uniformed York 
volnnteers^and militiat two thonsnnd two hundred and fifty. 

In this number the Indians are not included ; for, in his for- 
ther testimonyt he says, he supposed the Indian force was more 
than one hundred and fifty, although ho only saw that number, 
drawn up to fire a salute, as l»e understo«id. As he says that he 
saw only one hundred and fifty drawn up in a body* to fire a sa- 
Ittte, and supposed there were mure, no correct estimate can be 
fonned of the Indian torce from his testimony* 

As iiieutenant Forbuah counted, at one tite» and at one 
place, in a body, six hundred Indian warriours, on the 15th at 
Maiden ; and as it b well known theeo was a larte body at 
Sandwich, at the same time, with General Brock, the testimony 
is positive that there were six hundred ; for when they were 
counted, they were marching to join the General at Sandwich. 
liV hat number were before with the General) 1 cannot give an 
mact account. 

€ii^ hij addiii^ the aix hnndiody and leaving thoee wli» 
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tnarched up witii Gk^neral Brock mit of the eaiimmte, would 
make his whole nuviber, on the roorniBg of the lGth< two thon- 

sat)(i eight huiidred and twenty-five. Thcte were the troops 
which marched into the fort, excepting the Indians. It is well 
known a number were left in the forts on the opposite bank, as 
there was an incessant fire from those forts, until the capitula- 
tMHi took placet aod tbej were distinctlj seen. I have no doc- 
mrntto show the eittct nuuiber left od the opposite bank. It 
is likewise well known, that as* soon as the capitalation took 
place, and before the troops marched into the fert, guards were 
placed around the town and tort, to prevent the Indians from 
taking the horses into the woods, and likewise to protect the 
inhabitants from them. This is tlie positive testimony of the 
witnesses in behalf of my prosecutors, stated in detail, and the 
calcnlation is made on Uie facts to which they testified. From 
aamining the whole of the taatimoiiy which they g^Te on the 
other charges, it will be seen that they were no friends to me, 
and that they wished to make General Brock's force as small 
as possible. 

\Jajor Jessup and the other witnesses, who were examined 
on this subject, said they did not count the enemy's forces, and 
did not know their nnmberSf and: conid only state their general 
impressions. liVhatever those impressions were, ought not to 
have weight against the positive testimony of those who counted 
them. Even any opinions which may have been expressed by 
those who counted them, ought not to have influence, if they 
vary from the detailed facts to which they testified. It on- 
ly shows they were not correct mathematicians. I have suf- 
fered so much by the opinioni of interested witnesses) that I 
hope correct calculationa will new be made on facts, and on 
Ihem 1^ judgment will be formed. It was my intention, in this 
number, to have stated and given you evidence of my force at 
this time, but I find it cannot be contained in one paper. I 
must therefore defer it to the next, with the hope that this will 
particularly be kept in mind when the next is presented. 
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No. XXVIL 

1 SHAu. exhibit to you from the best evidenee wkidi cm be ^ 
tuned, the namber and quality of the forces under mj cm- 
inand, and at my disposal, on the morning of the IM of August, 

when General Brock invaded our territory with the forces which 
have been described in the former number. — To avoid repeti- 
tion, I must ask you to examine number 16, where will be 
found a general statement of my force before the army retmt^ 
ed from the Canada shore. It wilf appear that the origuml'iinnh 
ber ordered by the President, and placed under ray command 
when I commenced my march from Dayton, in the state of 
Ohio, was twelve hundred militia, and the 4th United States'* 
Regiment, consisting of about three hundred, according to Colo- 
nel Miller's testimony* who commanded the regiment In ad- 
dition to these forces there was a small number of Tolantren 
unauthorized by the President's order to Governor Meigs ; they 
were the associates and neighbours of Colonel McArthor and 
Cass, and I took the responsibility of including them in the 
return, that they might draw provisions, as they had no other 
mode of obtaining them in marching through the wildernesft 
I did not consider them subject to my authority, and they re- 
fuged obedience to orders, when offensive operations were com- 
menced, as appears by evidence on my trial. Bdng Govemour 
of the territory of Michigan, its rr.ilitia was subject to my au- 
thority. The number of white inhabitants of all descriptions 
from which a militia could have been drawn, was between four 
and five thousand, as appeared on my trial, by the officer who 
took the census, and these were settled on the borders of the 
lakes and rivers, an eitent of five hundred miles from the 
Miama to the sault of St Mary, the outlet of Lake Superionr. 
The few regular troops, which in time of peace consisted of 
about fifty, in the garrison at Detroit, were likewise subject to 
my command ; I had no authority to employ the Indians in our 
service— Here is exhibited all the forces of which my army con- 
sbted, when I commenced the march from Ohio, and ali the 
•onrces from which any additions could have been drawn. It 
tvas in evidence on my trial, that three block bouses wore Mlt 
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hj tiie vemj in iii nMrck HiroDg^ the wildenea% and gurtsfmcd 
by the troops $ their sitKfttions mej be Been on some of Ae mape 
of the coontrj recently made ; that a itockade fort was likewise . 

built on the bank of the Miami, and a subaltern officer and thir- 
ty men were left for its defence) by order of the Secretary of 
War. 

' That aboot sixty were made prisoners in the vessel, on her 
passage from Miami to Oetroity vnder the command of Lieuten- 
ant Forhnsh : as he sajs there were as many as the Tessel could 
sarry, which must have been at least that number. [See Lien- 
tttiant Forbush's Testimony, page 145 of my trial.] 

A number were left sick at the river Raisin; having lost my 
papers as before mentioned, which contained the daily reports 
of the sick, and the state of the troops, I cannot ascertain the 
exact nnmber ; according to my best recollection it was not less 
tiian twen^fivet and they never afterwards joined the army, 
in several rencounters near M alden, a number were killed and 
woonded— tiie met number I cannot ascertain for the reason 
above stated. 

On the 4th of August, according to the testimony of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Vanhorn, a detachment under his command was 
attacked by the Indians near .Brownstown« and eighteen were 
killed, twelve wounded, and above seventy missing, a part of 
which number afterwards returned to the camp. [See report of 
my trial, page 70.] * 

On the 8th of August, in the action on the bank of the De- 
troit river, between Maguago and Rrovvnstown, where Colonel 
Miller commanded, the killed and wounded on our side was 
eighty-one, according to Colonel Miller's testimony. [See page 
108, of the report c f my trial.] 

I will now consider the situation of the detachment under 
Ibe command of Colonels Mc Arthur and Cass at this timew On 
the 14tii of August, this detachment marched from Detroit* and 
as Colonel Miller, with six hundred of the best men of the 
army, on the 8th of August, had not been able to open the com- 
munication to the river Raisin, I directed these two Colonels 
to take all the effective men of their regiments, and make an- 
other attempt. Having received information that there was aii 
Indian path through the wilderness, to avoid being attacked 
liNim Malden» in passing that garrison at Brownstown, I thought 
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tt expdReDi to ^ct Colimel MeArttntr t» fdw tMiott* %m 
this rout, the dlitiAcelhiai Mffoit t» tiie river Raisin wa^ about 

fifty miles. 

At this nme, not having received information of the arrival of 
Oeneral Brock, with the re-enforcements from fort Erie, m4 a 
number of cattle having arrived at the rircr ilaiaiiif ler mf 
army, guarded by li company of nllitiaf f flm t h o ng li H» «nA 
now think, under the drcvmstances which'eafoMy Hie m oa aut ii 
of ordering this detachment was expedient On the morning of 
the 16th, uheii General Brock landed at the Sprin» Wells, 
under cover of his naval armament, I had received no informa*' 
tion of this detachment ; I had therefore the strongest Mslma 
to believe, as they had been absent two days^ that they were at 
that time at the river Raisin, fifty miles ftvm Detroit^ ik9 rait 
they marched, and thirty by the way of Brownstowo. A»€okH 
nels McArthur and Cass were going themselves on this hazard- 
ous enterprize, and as they had an authority to select all the 
effective men of their regiments, I ask you whether, under these 
^rcumstances, they would, and « did not take all that tkegr 
thought would be useful and necessary to dftct the lAffetfc 
There is another reason which U conclusive, in my mlodt Hkttt 
they did. On the 15th of August, after I had received infor- 
mation of the arrival of (jeneral Brock, the remainder of these 
two regiments which were left behind, were paraded, and I ex- 
amined them : the number was very small, and I saw none but 
sickly invalids. 

I believe the situation of this detachment, which must hyre 
' amounted to more than four hundred of the most elRtofive MM 

of the Ohio regiments, will, by every candid reader, be con- 
sidered such, that in case of an action at Detroit, I could have 
had no assistance from them. 

Colonel Cass, in his letter to the government, stated, thilf 
the number in the detachment amounted to three hundred anil 
fifty. Colonel McArthur, in his testimony before the Court 
Martial, says, he received an order from me to detach from his 
regiment one hundred and fifty. 

I ask why he did not produce the order to prove the fact? 

The loss of my papers, in the manner I have stated, is this 
reason why I do not produce it 

Having thus stated the numbers, which were ordered for 
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xoj cwttttidt by the gmrament* it will be proper in ettimat- 
mg my forces on the J 6th of Augvst, to dedact, those which 
were left to gtrrison the block houses ; those who were made 
prisoners in ^e vessel on the 1st of July, those killed, wound- 
ed, and missing, in the different actions at the river Au-( anard, 
and at other places, between Sandwich and Maiden ; and like- 
wise, those who were killed, wounded, and missing in the two 
ections at Mas^uago aod BrownstowBf where Colonel Venhom 
and Colonel Miller commanded. 

When jon have before yon the fact« proved by the testimony 
of Colonel Anderson, who commanded the militia at tiie river 
iUusin, that the whole of them were not sufficient for the pro- 
tection of that settlement, and he requested succour from De- 
troit, for safety to the inhabitants j when you likewise consider, 
that in addition to the militia at the Miami, I was obliged, by 
the orders of the government, to leave an officer and thirty ineny 
for the protection of that settlement ; when yoa likewise con- 
sider the scattered situation. of tlie other inhalntants of the ter- 
ritory, soiTounded by Indian villages, on all sides of them ; and 
Airther that a part of those belonging to the settlement at De- 
troit) joiaed the British forces, as soon as they landed ; and the 
further information, I received, that the wliole would desert 
ami join them, [ cheerfully submit to your judgment, under 
these facts and circumstances* whether I had a right to calcu- 
late on any assistance from these militia ; — and rather, as I had 
been informed a part of them had joined the enemy, and their 
Colonel gave it, as his opinion that the whole would join them, 
whether I had not grounds to believe, that they would, add to 
the enemy's force. 

In making your estimate of my effective force, it will be pro- 
per, and I am sure you will take into consideration, that as it 
was then the middle of August, the sickly season of the year ; 
and as, by the capture of the vessel, we had lost all our medical 
stores, and there was no possibility of obtaining the least supply, 
from any quarter whatever, and as 'the country was liable to 
sgues and fevecs, that a proportion of the troops, must have 
been sickly and non- effective. 

I have presentL'd this statement, to furnish you with the means 
of determining, how much my army must have been reduced, 
en the 16th of August, aud of compaiing the opinions,, you may 

16 
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fomi oil the lacta thus exhibited, vrith the other evidence, I ehall 
nov oftr* 

Theevideacey which I shell now olfer^ it the evidence of 

Major Jessup, who then acted as the Adjutant-General of mj , 
armj, and is now tlie Quarter-Master General of the United 
States. — With respect to other testimony, 1 have referred it 
the report of mj triaL I have done this, becaiiae» that book is 
in circnlation, and anj reader, who is destroiu of cempftcisg the 
docnmentSi and evidence, which I have stated, can noce eadlj 
obtain it, and make the comparison, than from the records, in 
the office at Washington, where is to be found only one copy, 
and that in manuscript. Colonel Forbes, who published the 
Report, was one of the memberK oi the Court Martiai, and the 
documents, as well as my defence, were furnished him, by the , i 
Administraticm, from the records of the g^yvemmeat. I 

As liajor Jessap was the acting AiQntant General), it was Us I 
official duty, to make m return to me, when ordmd, of the I 
whole force, under my command — He was ordered at this time, 
to do it. In examining his testimony, I find there is a variance, 
between the report of my trial, and the copy I have obtained 
from the Adjutant- General's office, taken from the records, by | 
an order from Mr* Calhoun, the Secretary of war. 1 Ml I 
Iherefore transcribe, precisriy from both* that the variance I 
be seen, and if one is mure favourable to me than the etker, I 
that I have ne disposition, to take advantage of it. I 

In the first place I will transcribe from the report of my trial, I 
his testimony with respect to my numbers — It will be found in 
page 94. Major Jessup stated, that he had received a report 
from different A4jntants of difi'erent corps, estimating the mimf 
Si fer action, and thinks that the amount, (as stated in Oeswral 
Cass' letter) exceeded a thousand men. including the Michigan 
militia of four hundred, and the detachments absent with Colo* 
nels Cass and Mc Arthur ; p(;rhaps, this estimation, includes 
the Michigan legion, which on an occasion, when he had two 
companies of iheni under his command, behaved as well as any 
troops he ever saw, having formed on an island, where seme 
fif^ting was expected, in the most regular mamer.— There were 
eUooBthe evening, ef the I5th about thirty or forty armed 
wagonners.'* 

Before 1 make any comments, i will transcribe Uie same evi- ] 
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deuce precisely, from the copj I receWedy from] the Adjutaiit 
GeneraPs offioe. U is as followB : — 

'*0n the evening of the 15th, I received an estimate, of the 

Adjutants of the different corps, of the men, fit for action. The 
force. I think, exceeded a thousand. I gave Colonel Cass a 
statement of it the next day alter the surrender. I sabsequent^ 
\j saw a letter published, said to have been written by Coiouet 
Cass, in which the nnmber was stated, I think, according to the 
statement I fnmtshed him. I am not certain whether the Mich- 
igan legion were inclnded in the estimate, hot the militia 
were not* It is my impression tliat the Michigan legion were. 
I suppose there were four hundred at least of the Michigan 
militia under arms at the time, and 1 believe there were 
more. I was once out on a detachment, with a. part of 
the Michigan legion,— ^e had to go on to an island, where 
we expected to1)e fired on, the moment we landed. Thej land- 
ed and formed with as great regularity as any regular troops I 
ever saw." He then mentions the same number of armed 
wagonners, as stated in the report of the trial. 

You here have before you, fellow citizens, the number of 
forces ordered for my command by the President, in the first 
instance, and the Tarions casualties by which it was reduced. • 
Ton likewise hare the testimony of the Adjutant General, the 
official officer, whose doty it was to make a returli of the whde 
number to me. 

In the first place, niy fellow citizens, as I stand before you as 
judges, and I know that I now stand before a candid, impartial,, 
and intelligent tribunal, I ask you to make your calculations, 
of the nnmbefs of my effective forces at Detroit, on the 16th of 
August, on the facts which I have exhibited, viz. the number 
and quality of troops ordered by the goyemment ; the few nn» 
authorized volunteers, who joined the army on the march ; the 
few regulars, which had been stationed in the fort of Detroit, 
in time (tf peace ; and the militia which could have been drawn 
from the whole population of the territory, which population 
consisted of little more than four thonsand souls. From tilts 
force then dednct the nnmber 1^ in three bloek houses, and a 
stockade fort, at the river Miami, established to asamt in pre» 
serving the communication to Ohio ; those made prisoners in 
the Cayahoga packet ; the sick whicb were left at the rirer 
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? the killed and wounded at several rencounters, at th« 
riTer Au-Canard, and between Maiden and Sandwich ; the 
killed* wounded and mi«sing« in the action at Brownat«ifwn» ttft* 
der the command of Colonel Yanhom ; likewise the killed and 

wounded in the battle between Maguago and Brownstown, u.i- ^ 
der the command of Colonel Miller; likewise Colonels McAr- | 
thur and C^ss' detachmentSf which marched on the 14th of 
August, to the river Raisin, to open the communication, and 
obtain provisions ; and likewise the state of the Michigsn ni- i 
litia— that a part of them had joined the enemy's forces» with ( 
their arms in their hands, when thev first landed, and the tnfor« 
mution I had received from their Colonel, that the whole num- 
her would join them ; likew ise the number which at this season 
were sick, being without medicine, or even nccessarj comforts. 
Of all these facts, jon have evidence, in the course of the fimre- 
going numbers ; and without giving any opinion* I ask you to 
form a judgment for yonrselvet* 

I shall now consider the testimony el Major Jessup, the offi- 
cial officer, and acting Adjutant General, on the subject of the 
numbers of my army at this time. 

He says, that on the 15th of August, he had received a report 
from the Adjutants of the different corps, and the amount ex- 
ceeded a thoQsand men, (as stated in General Casa' letter.) 
That letter stated the nnmber, by that report, to be a thousand 
and sixty. Colonel Cass' letter, however, ought not to be con- 
sideied as any evidence. He was not under oath when he 
wrote it. As, however, that part of it which relates to my 
numbers is confirmed by the tHstimony of Major Jessup, I am 
willing to admit, under the explanation which he afterwards 
nadet the correctnesa of it. He says, in these identical 
words, exceeded a thousand men, inclvding the MtchigaA 
militia, of four hundred, and the detachments absent with Colo- 
nels Cass and Mc Arthur." He then says, perhaps this esti- 
mate includes the Michigan legion." He afterwards states, 
•* there were about thirty or forty armed wagonners." 

By referring to Colonel Cass' letter, published in the repoH 
of my trial, you will p^eive, he says, there were three hnn- 
dred and fifty in the detachment ; and Major Jessupi in his tes* 
timony, says, that this detachment was included in the one 
thoutiaud ; it coube^uciitl^ ought ^to be deducted, having been 



Digitized by Googl 



125 



ftbftent t^o dajri« under orders to march to the ri?er Raiiin* 
Thb will reduce mj nnmber to. seven hundred and ten. He 
also says, there were about thirty or forty wagonners armed that 
erening ; say thirty-five, which makes the whole nnmber seven 

hundred and forty five. 

About half of these, accordinnr to his testimony, were Michi- 
gan militia; and i have produced evidence, that a part of them , 
with their arms, joined the enemy the next mornings and that 
their Colonel informed me the whole of them would desert. 
Therefore they ought not only to be deducted from my numbers, 
but added to the enemy'^ 

This. I believe you will be of the opinion, is tlie (^ly fair ex- 
planation which can be given of the testimony of Major Jessup, 
the Adjutant General, as reported in my trial, by Colonel 
Forbes, one of the members of the Court Martial, who was fur- 
nished with my defence, and other documents, by the govem- 
mentt and published under the auspices of the administration. 

By comparing tiie two statements, both of which have been 
Uterally transcribed, it will be seen, that there is this variance — 
In the one, taken from the report of my trial, Major Jessup 
says, that the Michigan militia was included, and made part of 
the whole force, viz. one thousand and sixty. In the other, 
taken from the records furnished by order of Mr. Calhoun, he 
nays, expressly, that it was his impression, the Michigan legion 
was included in the one thousand and sittjf and the militia 
(which must have been the other part of the militia) were not 
This legion, as it is called, was a part of the four hundred 
Michigan militia, and it is very immaterial whether the men 
who composed them were included or not, for the reasons which 
have been just stated, as they added to the force of the enemy. 

Perhaps the inquiry may be made, in what manner General 
Brock, in his official report to his government, made the number 
4^ prisoners so much greater? Such an inquiry is easily an« 
awered. All the prisoners from MicMlimackinack were at 
Detroit on their parole, and included in the number. All the 
militia at the river Raisin, and in every part of the territory ; 
all persons, indeed, of every description, who were found at 
Detroit, were in his power, and considered as prisoners. It 
was easy for him to make the numbers as large as he pleased. 
Hehady indcedf a gceU olyect in making them at lai|;e as pot- 
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•iblc. His official eommtiiiiaitioii wis to be sent to LoBdoiiy 
and presented to ids Bia|eBtj9 the fimntain of distinctions and 
liontran. In proportion as the achievement coold be magnified^ 

he expected distinctions and honours would be conferred. In 
this he vas not disappointed ; the order of knig;hthood was con- 
ferred on him, as soon as his dispatcher were received. 

From the statement and evidence offered for jour considera* 
iion in this and the former number, I have the ha|ipinesa to be- 
lieve jon will be satisfied, that the pfetlge which I gave in my 
second number, viz. that I would prove to your satisfaction, 
that on the HJthof August, 1812, General Brock invaded our 
territory, with more than double the effective force which I had 
to oppose to it, has more than been redeemed ; and, if 1 had 
pledged myself to have proved that he had at that time more then 
three times my effective force, the statement would have been 
correct. On the evidence furnished by the administration, my 
proseeutors, I could not have carried into the field one ikird 
part of the force with which our territory was invaded ; and as 
the suspension of hostilities, was at that time in full operation, 
in every other part of Canada, and all the British troops, militia 
of the province, and all the savages, were subject to the au- 
thority of the British General, and were moving in all directions 
to the only point where their services were necessary, I again 
ask you, whether you are not fully satisfied, that his army might 
have been re-enforced to much more than double the numbers 
then present, before I could, by any posibiUty, have received 
assistance ? 



No. XXVIII. 

Pebhaps, after reading the two last numbers, in which were 
exhibited evidence of General Brock's forces, and those under 
my command, an inquiry may be made, why this statoment and 
evidence was not presented more particularly in my defence? 

to satisfy you in relation to buch an inquiry, it vvili be perceiv- 
ed the whole of the evidence now exhibited was not before the 
Court Martial, and the part which was, I expected the members 
would critically examine, and form their judgments on the /acf# 
wMdi were provedi and not on the cpmmM of the witnesses* 
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There was anotiier reason, which was the principal one; vizk 
the very short time allowed bj the Court, to prepare my de» 
fimce. 

The evidence waa doied on Fridaj* the 11th day of Febnia- 
ry« and the Court met again the next Tnesday— a Sabbath in- 
tervened, which ought to be devoted to the worship of our God. 
Consequently, I had ohIj Saturday and Monday, to arrange all 
the evidence, both written and oral, which had occupied thirty - 
two days in presenting to the Court, where I liad constantly 
attended at the bar, in examining witneises, &c without any 
asaiataBce* This evidence was to be applied to a Tolome of 
chaqies and specifications; and the administration, my prosecu- 
tors, had employed two of the most eminent Connsellors in <he 
United States, to assist the Judge Advocate in preparing these 
charges and in hunting up and examining witnesses, and taking 
down minutes of their testimony, long before the trial com- 
menced. 

I believe no law can bo found, authorizing the employment 
of these Counsellors, or the payment of the large sums of public 
money, they received for their services* 

Until the whole of the testimony was oftered it was impossi- 
ble to make an arrangement of it, and apply it to the numerous 
charges. Every day witnesses were examined on all the difter- 
ent specifications. I have not made this statement to iuiplicate 
the conduct of the Court in this particular, as I did not urge for 
a longer time* The reason why I did not, was, that every ap- 
plication of any importance, which I had made during the whole 
trialf had been denied-^I therefore thought it would be a useless 
waste of time.. I have only stated this fact as a reason, why 
my defence was not presented in so clear, particular, and intel- 
ligible a manner, as it might have been, had more time been al- 
lowed. It waa impossible to arrange such a mass of testimony 
in so short a time* as to have the case distinctly understood by 
the most atten^ve readers. These are reasons, why my case 
has not been more clearly and fully explained. 

In a former number, I referred to the convention of Saratoga, 
to show the fatal consequences of an army being ordered into a 
situation where its communication witli its magazines cannot 
be preserved. 

As the events of the northern campaign, in ir77, are an im- 
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yortant portion of the historj of oar revoliitioDy and as in nanjr 
raapectsy there appears to be a similarity between the misfor* 
tanesy which attended the army, commanded by General Bur* 
^jne and the case which I have presented for jour <!bnsidera» 

tion, it nfaj attbi d some illustrations of the snl^ject^ to describe 
them? and trace the similarity. 

The invasion of tlie United States, in the year 1777, from 
Canada, was a faTOurite object of the British administratloBf 
planned in the cabinet of Londont and the execution of it conft- 
mitted to General Burgoyne. Early fai the spring of that yeart 
he advanced from Canada with a large army, as distinguished 
for character and discipline, as, perhaps, that nation ever fur- 
nished. Attached to his command were the Canadian militia, 
and savages of tlie northern and western regions. Distinguish- 
ed, not only by his talents* as a ciTtlian* but by long experience 
in the wars of Europe, and having acquired the highest reputft- 
tion^ as a military commander; he was selected for thta impor- 
tant command. Aided by a naval force on lake Champlain, he 
passed over those waters, and possessed himself of Tyconderoga. 
Calculating; on assistance, and o-operation with the army un- 
der the command of Sir Henry Clinton, in New York, and ex- 
pecting to form a junction with that army, at Albany, he pene- 
trated to the Hudson* and crossed that river* at fort Edward. 
If his communication should be cut off fram his magazines in 
Canada, he expected when a junction was formed with. (he army 
at New York, it would be opened for the supply of his army, 
from those below. Not receiving that co-operation, on which 
he depended, and his communication between his army, and his 
magazines in Canada, being intercepted by the American forces, 
he considered it his duty to accept the best terms which could 
be obtained, and aurrendered his army as prisoners of war, vnr 
der a commiion^ to which the American General acceded. 
This was occassioned by the want of co-operation on the part 
of his superiour officer, from New York. 1 ask you, my fellow 
citizens, to compare the two cases, and although it may be said, 
it is compariog great things with small, yet they*^ depend on the 
same principle, and are offered as an illustration of the subject 
under review. . I was ordered to make the invasion of Upper 
Canada, from Detroit. General i urgoyne was ordered to in- 
vade the United States, from Canada. After my army invaded 




Digitized by Googl( 



I 

--^ 138 

Ctaaibf its cmmiiniaition wm cut olT, bj the enemy's navtl 
force on lake fine, and his land forces, and savages, on th«- 

road which had been opened from Ohio, and no supplies cofdd 
be obtained from any magazines from my country. After Gen- 
eral Burgoyne's army invaded the United States, and advanc- 
ed to Sai^atoga, his communication was intercepted from his 
magazines in Canada, and no n^pUu could be obtained from 
that qnarten 

It was a part of the plan of the campaign in 1818, that Gen- 
eral Dearborn should cross the Niagara river and cti operate 
with me, with an army sufficient for the conquest of Upper 
Canada, by which event, my communication would have been 
opened to the magazines, in our country on the Niagara river. 
Had Sir Henry Clinton successfullj co-operated with General 
Bnrgojne, his communication would have been opened to his 
magazihes in New York, from which his army would have re- 
ceived its supplies. The want of that co-operation alone be- 
canae fatal to Burgoyne. I had no communication with my 
country, excepting through lake Erie, and the road I had open- 
ed through the wilderness to Ohio. After the declaration of 
war lake £rie was closed against me, by the enemy, and the 
road by the sttvages. As General Dearborn neg^ect^ to assist 
and co-operate with me, my communication being entirely in* 
tereepted, I considered it roy duty to negotiate and accept the 
best terms which could be obt'i'ned. 

Thus far there appears to be a similarity between the two 
cases. Had General Washington at that time proposed to Sir 
'William Howe, who commanded the British army, an armistice^ 
and had it been agreed to, without including General Bur* 
goyne's amy, the similarity would have continued ^-and in an 
event of that kind General Washington might have marclied hi; 
whole array, or as large a part as he deemed necessary to havf 
assisted General Gates with the most perfect safety to the othe# 
parts of the country, and at once overwhelmed General Bur 
goyne'a amy. By a calculation on the satyect it will appear^ 
that General Bui^yae had a lai^ger force, in proportion to Gev 
«rsl Gates' than I had in proportion to General Brock's. 

The surrender of General Burgoyne's army, w as oixasiuius 
hy the Want of co-operation, from the army at New York, coi; ^ ' 
ananded by Sir Henry Clinton j and 1 am satisfied, you wijl \ > ♦ 
17, 
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' fully convinced, thai the 'disas^erB of mj arniy were caused Iff 

the neglect of General Dearborn, in not a88i8tlng.and co-operat- 
ing with me as he was ord( red. 

1 will now ask jour indulgence, for a moment, in examining 
the conduct of the British administration towards this unfortun- 
'ate General. I do it with a view ' to contrast it with the treat- 
ment! have received from the administration under which I serv- 
ed. This treatment is so well known to jou, thnt it is nnnec* 
essary to repeat it. Indeed, no language can describe the- base 
injustice I have experienced, or the vile and disgraceful mo- 
tives from which such injustice originated. 

Let me then ask vou whether the ofRcers of the British Ad- 
ministration received and published to' the ^nation and to the 
world, an official account of the causes df that surrender, from 
a wbardinaie offieer^ before that of the commander of the army 
was received and published ? Were capital charges in the first 
instance, exhibited against General Burgoyne; and was Sir 
William Howe, whose duty it was to have assisted and co-oper- 
ated with him, and who wan dee ply interested in the event of 
an inquiry, appointed President of a court martial for bis trial i 
Did General Bnirgoyne's officers, selected as witnesses, receive 
the patronage of the British administration, by being promoted 
two or three grades, to prepare them to give the 'most onfavoar- 
able testimony against him r Were the newspapers oi England, 
by the influence of the administration, filled with falst and 
scandalous accounts of his conduct, and the oaths and affirma* 
tions of every unprincipled adventurer and follower of bis army« 
taken and circulated to eicite the clamour of the nation against 
him ? 

No, fellow citizens, the officers of the administration of the 

nation from which you descended, had too much honour and 
justice to make use of such dishonourable practires even tor 
their own preservation in office. As, however, they knew that 
an' inquiry would produce a re-action on themselves, ^who forag- 
ed the plan of the campaig;n, and on Sir William Howe, the 
commander in chief of the army, who neglected to co-operate^ 
or to provide the necessary means' of co-operation, with General 
Burgoyne, no trial was ordered, and he retired to private life, 
Avith the esteem and attVcticm of his fellow citizens. 
He was the unsuccessful general, and as the plan of the cam*- 
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j>aign had been formed by the officers of the administration, and. 
its want of success, had excited a clamour in the nation, it was 
well knowDf that the public censure would have rested on them, 
and the generals who had neglected to co operate with him, had 
a trial been ord<'r*'l. That nation would never have suffered 
auch an outrage on justice as has been here practised. 

By examining the most celebrated historians of the war Qf 
our revolution, it will be seen, that the causes of the disasteis 
of General Burgoyne's army are attributable to the want of the 
fO operation which was expected. 

in proof of this declaration, 1 will here transcribe a few sen- 
tences from Botta's history of the war of our independence, 
translated by our countryman O. A. Otis, Esq. ; a work highly 
creditable, both to the author and translator) as well as tatha 
rising literature of our country. 

Speaking of Burgoyne's expedition,^ he remarks, *' that na 
success depended on the combined efforts of the generals who 
commanded on tiie lakes, and of those who had the maoagj^- 
ment of the war m the State of New York. But far from mov- 
ing in concert, when one advanced, the. other retired.. When ^ 
Carleton had obtained^the command of the lakesr Howe, instead 
of ascending the Hudson towards Albany, carried his arms in- 
to New Jersey, and advanced upon the : elaware. When, af- 
terwards, Burgoyne entered Tyconderoga in triumph, Howe 
embarked upon the expedition against Philadelphia; and thus 
the army of Canada was deprived of the assistance it expected 
from New York.?* 

The author then makes the following reflections : Petlia|>s 
Howe imagined, that the reduction of such a city as Philadelphia, 
would so confound the Americans and so derange their plans,, 
that they would either easily submit, or nmke but a feeble re- 
sistance. Perhaps, also, he believed, that by attacking the centre, 
and as it were the very heart of the confederation, he effected 

• the most useful diversion in favour of the army of the northt 
thereby depriving the Americans of the abilitj to oppose it with 

' a sufficient force upon the Hudson. Finally, it is not impossi** 
ble, that, listening to his ambition, he had flattered himself, that 
with his own means alone, he could acquire the exclusive glory 
of having put an end to the war. But whatever might have 
been the importance of the acquisition of Philadelphia, evaisr 



Digiiizeo by GoOglc 



.132 

one must readily perceive how much greater was that of th€ 
junction at Albany of the tw o armies of Canada and New York. , 
It was very doubtful whether the conquest of a single city 
would decide the iniie of the war ; whereas the junctioo ef the 
irmies oflered almost an aMttrance of it." in the aext page it 
IB further obserred^ Perhaps, aIso» (speaking of the Britiifc 
ftdministration) they erred in this^ that havings too great confi- 
dence in the reputation, rank, and military experience of Sir 
William Howe, they neglected to send him more minute in- 
structions. For it appears by the best information we have I 
found on this subject, that the orders given to that general j 
in regard to his co-operatioa with the army of Canada, wece 
rather discretionary than absolute: bui aU the ruin of thetnttf 
prize is dearly attributable io thie uHmt^€<hoperation.^ 

Sir William Howe had taken so large a portion of the army 
from New York, in his expedition to Philadelphia, that it pro- 
bably was not in tlie power of i<\r I lenry Clinton, consistent 
with the safety of the posts below, to co operate with General 
Bnrgoyne. After these events took place. Sir WiUiam Hewe 
was recalled, and the command of the army given to Sir Hewj 
Clinton. General Howe's condnct was severely cenauieU by 
the British government, for net supporting and co-oipevatiDg 
witli General ljur<ioyne. ' 

Tl»u» It appears, that Sir William Howe was censured by h'ls 
government, and recalled from his command, for not taking 
'measures to assist and ce^erate with General Burgoyne^ 
army, when^ as it appears, his orders were only discretiomnj 
OB the subject. 

f now ask you to consider the ease of General Dearborn. He 

retained the confidence of the administration, and was continu- 
ed in his command ; although he took no measures to co-operate 
with my army, although his orders were positive to do it. 

Although it appears by the authority of this historian, that Sir 
William Howe had not received positive orders to co-operate 
with General Burgoyne; and although he had not made an ar- 
mistice with General Washington, which left all the forces of 
the United States at liberty to have marched and joined Gen- 
eral Gates' army against General Burgoyne, yet I will here ap- 
ply the same reflections in relation to the disasters of 181£, and 
4MI Cveneral Dearbom'a conduct as the historian to made or 
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the events of the campaign of 1777, and on Sir William Howe'« 
conduct In relation to the events of 1812, it will thus staod, 
•* That the conque&t of Upper Caoiida depended on the condiin* 
cd efforts of the generais who commanded on the east and west 
lide of lake Brie. That when I crtMsed the Detroit river, and 
invaded Canada on the west side. General Dearborn advanced 
the principal part of his armj to Piattshurg and Burlington, in 
the direction of Montreal. Perhaps General Dearborn imagin- 
ed* that even the appearance of the reduction of such a city as 
Montreal, wouUt so confound the Canadians and so derange 
their plans, that they would cither easily submit, or make but a 
leeble resistance* PerhapS9 also, he believed, that b^ attacking 
the centre, and as it were the very heart of the province* he ef- 
fected the most nseful diversion in favour of the northwestf^m * 
army, thereby depriving the Canadians of the ability to oppose 
it, with sufficient force, on the Detroit river. Finally, (as the 
historian observes, only changing names) it is not impossible, that 
General Dearborn, listening to his ambition, had flattered him- 
self, that with his own means alone, he could acquire the ex- 
clusive glory of having put an end to the war." 

I will continue the same reflections as the historian has made 
in tiie other case, and you, my fellow citizens, will judge how 
far they are applicable: "But whatever might have been the 
importance of the acquisition of Montreal, (waving the probabil- 
ity of obtaining it) every one must readily perceive how much 
greater was that of the junction of the two armies in the centre 
of the upper province. It was very doubtful, whether the con- 
quest of ft sin^e city would decide the issue of the war; where- 
as the junction of the two armies offered almost an assurance 
bfit. Perhaps they erred (only changing the British for the 
American administration) in this, in placing too great confidence 
in the reputation, rank and military experience of General 
Dearborn. But all the ruin of the enterprize is clearly attribut- 
able to this vmnt of cO'OperationJ*^ 

If the observations made by this celebrated historian, in the 
case which he was reviewing are correct, the same observations 
. will more strongly apply to the cjise here presented to yonr 
consideration, because General Dearborn had particular instruct 
tions which he did not comply with; but agreed to a suspension 
^hostilities; 
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If dir William ffow^ IMt erasnred wn4 tveriteil firmii hit 

command, when his orders were only discretionarj with respect 
to co-operation with General Burgoyne's army, I ask, and t 
solemnly ask, what would have been his fate, had his orders 
from hit government been positive to have co-operated with 
fiuii^oyne— «iid inttead of obejing tbota orders, in imitatMNH of 
Dearborn, he had agreed to an armistice with GloBeral Wash- 
ington, without inclading Burgoyne's armj, and without mak- 
ing any provision that General Washington's army should re- 
main, during the armistice, in the position it then occupied, 
and any part of it, or the whole, with the General at its head, 
had marched to the Hudson, and re-enforced Gates' armj. 

This might have been done* under such circumstances, widi 
the most perfect safety to every other part of the country dur- 
ing this suspension of hostilities between Waahington and 
Howe. 

I believe you will accord with me in the'opinion, that if Howe 

had made such an aji^recment with Washington, it would have 
caused the immediate and certain destruction of Burgoync ; and 
nothing could have sheltered him from te vengeance of any 
administration which had any regard to character, policy^ or 
Justice* 



Na XXIX.* 

On the return of this joyful anniversary of our independence, 
it would be most grateful indeed to me only to indulge in a re- 
collection of the means by which it was produced, and the hon- 
ours and blessings it has aifurded, unmingled with any regrets 
for subsequent misfortunes. 

Indeed, this event is considered so important that the cele- 
bration of it is not confined to our own country, but patriots and 
sages, throughout the civiiized world, liail tiie example as the 
dawn of their freedom. 

It affords me happiness, which no language can express, that 
I lived at the period when these great events were passing, that 
my little bark followed, and sailed attendant, with thai of oar 

*Fint publiibed, in the »imerican Sta:e9man, Mooday, July 5tb, 
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.iUiiBtrioiis lieader* partook In a small degree of the same auspi- 
eious gale, aud witnesaed the same glorious triumph* When 

thosejnvaluable privileges, which had been acquired, with so 
much success and glory, were assailed, 1 was \viiUu|^ again to 
raise my feeble arm for their suprort. 

To what causes ought to be attributed the misfortunes which 
succeeded^ is the olyect of the memoirs which I am now prer- 
sentiiig for your consideration* I shoold be wanting in grati- 
tude, did I not both feel and express mj sincere and unfeigned 
thanks for the candour with which they have been received, 
and the attention with which they have been read. I cannot 
omit on this occasion, to make my particular acknowUdn^cments 
to the conductors of our free presses, for their liberality, in 
giYing publicitj to mj narrative, and for the candour and imr 
partiality which has appeared in their editorial remarks As 
long as this blessing is maintained, truth* will break down the 
barriers of falsehood, and overcome atl opposition. 

This number coming in its regular course, on this auspicious 
• day, no considerations ought to induce me to deviate from the 
system I have adopted. I shall deeply regret the necessity of 
stating a single fact, or drawing a single inference, which may 
have the least tendency to disturb the repose of Hu Excellency, 
Govemour Eustis, both on account of the personal friendship, 
which Ion|^ subsisted between us, and Ae high esteem I have 
entertained for his character, but likewise on account of the 
profound respect for the majority of his electors, and my un- 
shaken attachment^ notwithstanding all I have suffered, to the 
principles which have elevjited him to the chief magistracy of 
the commonwealth. They are principles, which 1 early im- 
Inbed* for which, in my youth I have often fought, and which I 
hope to cherish during the future remnant of my life. Princi- 
ples are iSxed and immutable, and it is no reason to abandon 
them because they are sometimes abused and perverted by those 
who profess to follow them, or because innocence sometimes 
Sttfiers hj such abuse, and perversion. I shall therefore now 
present to you an official letter from His Excellency, then Se* 
cretary of War, to General Dearborn, dated after the disasters 
of the campaign had happened, which seems very clearly to un- 
fold the views and intentions of the adminibtiatiou, in relation 

its misfortunes. [Vol. 6, p. 253.3 
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** War Department^ Dec. 18, 181£. 
" SIR,— Your letter of the lUh inst. ig received. FbrtUf 
natdy for yott^ the want of success which has attended the cam- 
paign will be attribnted to the Secretary of War. So long as 
yon enjoy the confidence of the government^ the clamour of the 
discontented should not be regarded. 

Ycu are requested to make an exchange of General Hull, 
as soon as possible. 

lSigned,2 W. EUSIIS. 
Major General U. DsABJioaN." 

By this letter, it appears, that at the time it was dated, I was 
a prisoner, and General Dearborn was requested to make an 
arrangement, and effbct my exchange, as soon as was possible. 

This letter, under the circumstances, spejiks in language too 
plain to he misunderstood. General Dearborn is informed that 
it is fortunate for him, that the want of success which has at- 
tended the campaign will be attributed to the Secretary of War. 
Here His^ Excellency, then Hecretary of War« in a very kind 
manner, agrees that ail the misfortunes of the campaign, shall 
rest upon himself. He informs the General that he ought not 
to regard the opinions of those who arc dissatisfied, as long as 
he retains the confidence of the government. " 

What is the proper construction to be given to the foregoing 
sentence i Is it not obviously this, that the opinions of the 
people ought to be dtsreg^ed as loug as General Dearborn re- 
tained the confidence of the administration, the servants of the 
people ? Your opinions ought to be held in contempt, while 
the opinions of those to whom you have committed a temporary 
authority ought to be respected ! Is this the genius and spirit 
of the government under which you live? Can a sentiment 
like this receive your approbation, however decorated with titles 
and authority the individual may be from whom it proceeds ? 
The opinions of the administration, to be respected, and your 
opinions^ my fellow citizens, to be disregarded ! ! — Here the 
Secretary acknowledged, from under his own hand, that the 
misfortunes of the campaign would be attriijuted tu him. His 
character, therefore, as Secretary of War, by his own confes- 
sion, was implicated. Did it comport with tiie dignity of hi| 
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■•Bee or tke honoar of his character^ to retiro* bonie down wifli 
•vch 0 load of opprobriam ? 
When he voluntarily eonsenfed to take these tnisfortunea 

from the shoulders of General Dtarborn he knew they would 
not evaporate in smoke, and that it would require some power- 
ful engine to remove them. Thus commenced the plan de»- 
Signed for^mj destruction. By General Dearborn's arrange- 
ments I was immediately exchanged ; and« at the same time 
that I recoiTed notice of my exchangey I was arrested, and 
called to anawer to a volume of chains prepared by Mr. Dal- 
lasy who had been specially employed by the administration for 
the purpose. He was assisted by a number of my officers, who 
seeing the favour and patronage Colonel Cass had received fi om 
his official letter, were willing to follow his example, and were 
not disaf^LDted in their reward. All the promiaeot acts uf the 
campaign, in this volume of charges* were made capital nffenceSi 
although many of these very acts, had before, been highly ap- 
proved by the very administration which now exhibited them. 
This was the engine which was prepared to relieve the Secre- 
tary, from iStkt burden, which he had in so generous a manner 
taken from the General's shoulders. The success of the plan 
which was formed for my destruction, is well known to you, as 
well as the rewards which have been given to those who formed 
and executed it. General Dearborn was continued in office^ 
with all the emoluments of commanding General, to the close 
of the war^ without any inquiry into his conduct for not obeying 
the President's orders, and has since been appointed Ambas- 
sailor to a foreign court, with a compensation of thirty-six thou- 
sand dollars of your money, for three years' services. The 
Secretary of War, Gov ernour Eustis, retired from the war de- 
partment, witli the misfortunes of the campaign upon his slioul- 
ders, and as soon as he had been relieved by the ])I<in that had been 
adopted, was rewarded with the appointment of Antbassador to 
Holland, with the same compensation of thirty-six thousand 
dollars for three years' services. This letfer« which until very^ 
lately has not been obtained, unfolds the plan «>f the adminis- 
tration, and a scene of injustice and oppresition which has few 
examples in the annals of the world. 

This conduct of his Excellency will probably seem unac- 
countable and mysterious. Every impartial man must be of 
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the opinion the misfortunes of the campaign, ought to have rest- 
ed on the oflRcer, whose conduct had produced them — notwith- 
itanding a declaration of war was made before a navy was built 
Oft lake Erie, and before other necessary preparatioiui were 
made, jet no faulty on that account ong^t, periiaps to have been 
imputed to the Secretary — notwithstanding the delay in giving 
me notice of war being declared, and the misfortunes whieh 
arode from that delay ; and notwthstanding the orders I receiv- 
ed to march the army, I commanded to Detroit, eighteen miles 
in the rear of the enemy's principal fortress, and from thence to 
commence offensive operations, yet had General Dearborn 
obeyed the orders he repeatedly received, from Govemour Ens- 
tisy then Secretary of War, Cpper Canada would, without any 
doubt have been conquered that campaign, and we being in pos- 
session of all the harbours, on every side of the lake, the navy 
of the enemy must have fallen into our possession — 1 here is 
the strongest possible grounds for an opinion of this kind, all 
the regular troops in tiie northern sections of the country were 
placed under General Dearborn's command $ all the militia of 
tile powerful state of New-Tork» were nnder his contronl and 
orders. Indeed he had the means in his power of making tiie 
invasion from the Niagara River, with an army capable of con- 
quering, as fast as it could have marched, and in his official dis- 
patches to the government, in imitation of Caesar — three words 
only would have been necessary, Vetu, vidi, vici." He was 
ordered to place the forces, nnder his command, in suitable 
situations for this purpose, as appears by the Secretary'^ letters 
to htm, and to attack the enemy's posts, and to co-operate with 
my forces — He did not obey these orders of the President, com- 
municated by the Secretary, but agreed to the armistice, which 
has been fully stated — This disobedience of orders was the great 
cause of the misfortunes of the campaign — After the Secretaiy 
had giyen the necessary orders, had they been obeyed^ the ob- 
ject would have been obtained, and the campaign would have 
dosed' with conquest and glory, instead of misfortune. Why 
was he willing, to take on himself that misfortune, and inform 
General Dearborn that, he was to retain the corfidence of the 
administration, and ought to disregard your opinions ? 

The Secretary well knew the orders he bad given General 
DearboffDy to cQ«opertte with my vmy, and how he had disrt)- 
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gfirded them — He knew the manner in which he bad made an 
armistice, and how it was disapproved by the President — He 
knew that it was done without any aathoritff and the effects it 
bad on the operations of the campaign—He must have known 
then General Dearborn onght to have been responsible, for the 
misfortunes, which he took on himselt io his letter, which has 
been recited. 'Why then, I ask you, did ke consent to relin- 
quish his important office, in the midst of a war, and carry witl^ 
him disasters, which belonged to another ? 

In reflecting on this subject, there certainly is great difficulty 
in determining, what possible motives could have induced His 
Excellency to have written this letter. — He must have known 
better than any other officer of the j^overnment, all the circum- 
stances attending the campaign — He well knew that I had obey- 
ed every order, which I had received from the government, be- 
cause he himself as the military organ, had communicated them 
«— He knew, that in obedience to his orders, 1 had marched the 
army to Detroit* after the declaration of war, contrary to my 
own opinion.—- He knew that I had made the invasion of Caaa* 
da, in conformity to the orders I had received from him. — He 
knew that an attack on Maiden, and all my other orders ex- 
cepting those I have mentioned were discretionary. — "With res- 
pect to General Dearborn, he well knew, that he had neglected 
to assemble his forces on the Niag^ river, and co-operate with 
me according to the repeated and positive mders of the Presi- 
dent, communicated by him. He had a perfect knowledge, 
that without any authority, General Dearborn had agreed with 
the enemy, to a suspension of hostilities, in which my army was 
not included, and that it was disapproved by the President 
and the effect which it had on the forces under my command, 
and on the fate of the campalgn«r-'Knowing therefore that Gen- 
eral Dearborn, had been the canse of tke misfortunes of the 
campaign, why did he consent, to become not only the agent of 
purging him from them, but taking them on himself? If Gene- 
ral Dearborn had done his ddty, these misfortunes would not 
have taken place. 

I again repeat the question, what could have been the motives 
of his conduct ? 

They undoubtedly were, to shelter the admuustration, and 
especially the Pmident, whose re*election was approachiog^ 
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from sny Aensnret in cooseqiience of these misfortmiei. Cell- 
ridering probublj, that the ufetj ef the peo|rfe« is the siqireM 
law, aod how much that safety depended* on the officers of that 

administration, as a f^ood patriot and a dettrtoffer ef Mb country 
he probably thought, that auy measures were justifiable, which 
were necp-^'^nry to effect so desirable an object. I was tlien an 
unfortunate prisoner) and the most unprecedented, oulrageousy 
and wicked measares had been adopted to exr.ite your indigna-^ 
tion aiptinst me* The Secretary himselft was one of the admin- 
Utrafton, and bj his own confession* in the letter which hat 
been recited^ (lie misfortttues of the campugn were attributed 
to him. 

By General Dearborn's letter of the 1 Ith December, to which 
the Secretary's of the 18th was an answer, it appears that he 
was trembling on account of discontents^ and an opinion that 
Terj generally prevailed, that h» was most justly entitled to a 
large share of these misfiirtnnes. How unfortunate for His 
Bzcellencyi whom we all know to be an honourable man* that 
he erer consented to write this letter in behalf of the adminis- 
tration, and to wipe off every stain from the commanding 6ene« 
tal. Better for his honour, had his hand been paralized, be- 
fore he suflfered it to do an act, which he must^have known w as 
so evidently unjust. His own letters, written witli the same 
hand, to General Dearboroy have been recited in these memoirs. 
In them it appears, he was commanded to cooperate with my 
forces, in the conquest of Upper Canada^ and instead of obey* 
ing those ordersi he agreed to a suspension of hostilities, in 
which my army was not inctudedk which measure was disaf>- 
proved by the President. When therefore, he wrote this letter, 
he perfectly knew, that General Dearborn had not obeyed his 
orders, and had done an act which was disapproved by his mas- 
ter, which was the final fatal cause of these misfortunes. On 
Inrfaat grounds, then, could he say to General Dearborn, you re* 
tain the confidence of the government, and ought not to rvgud the 
opinions of the people ! I ask whether a greater insult on your 
' sovereignty and rights, and a more barefiiced outrage on justice 
was ever committed ^ And why was this done ? Perhaps His 
Excellency may say, that this was an official letter, and he 
wrote it merely as the military organ of the administratiuu ? 
-^rantedk Being bowever, one of the administration^ ought 
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he tiot to have had more regard to liimielf, lliftli to have retired 
from office with misfortunes which did not belong to liim ; t^nd 
is there any principle which can justify him in hh attenript, to 
purify General Dearbcirn, when he must have been senaiblet 
how deeply he was infected. 

With confidence I Bnbmit to jonr conaideratioiit and I be- 
lieve, I might now with safety, to the candid jud<^meni of His 
ExceHencj, whether it would not have much better comported 
with the impbi'tance of the occasion, and the principles of jus- 
tice, to have instituted an inquiry into the causes of those mis- 
fortunes, and to have ascertained to whom they ought to have 
been attributed, rather than to have determined themselves, mj 
fftte, and onty to have appointed a court martial for the mere 
ceremony of a trial F The administratiod, however, did not 
consider this a safe mode of proceeding fei\ themselves, and I 
having been the unsuccessful General. — ir was thought the pub- 
lic indignation could be transferred from them, and more easily 
fixed on me, than on any other officer. Hence, for more than 
a year every possible effort was roade^ to excite this indignation 
against me, and all the officers, who coo Id be induced to be* 
come witnesses against me, were promoted, and patronized be- 
fore the trial commenced. 

I believe, my fellow citizens, you will be astonished, that 
General Dearborn should be appointed by the administration 
President of the court martial ; or that he accepted, when he 
knew how deeply he was interested in the result of the trial ; 
year astonishment, however, 1 have no doubt, will cease when 
yott read the evidence contained in these memohrs, and perceive) 
that neither the administration nor the General, had any other 
safety, than by my condemnation. 

I have stated, before, generally, the reasons why I did not 
make objections. i 

In addition to those reasons, I will now answer, that I had 
aerved vrith him daring the war of the revolution, and that he 
then sustained the character of a brave officer. I then could 
not entertain the suspicion, that a brave man, could be a dis- 
honourable man. 

Bravery, honour, and impartiality, I considered inseparable 
companions.— ^The old maxim has been confirmed by his con- 
duct) that there araeiceptioiis to ail feneialrales. 
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At that time I did not know how deeply he was interested in 
like event uf the trial. Although I requettedy that all the let- 
ters which had anj relation to the campaigm might be seat to 
the coart martialf jet maiijy which were &?oiirabie to mt^ ftm 
Mrithheld and coald net be found in the public offices; others 
were likewise witUield and no reason given. It will appesr by 
mj defence, that when they could not be obtained from the of- 
ficers of the departments, I applied to the President for his in- 
terference, but, without success. 

It will be recoUectedt that it was then nearly two years after 
the events of the campaign had taken place. That during that 
timet I had been in arrest» and the administratioii« had eihibit- 
ed capital charges against me ; that an honimrable and inds* 
pendent court martial had been appointed to assemble tt 
Philadelphia, the year before, where I voluntarily appeared, 
and was ready for my trial ; that, that court martial was dis- 
solved by the President, without giving any reason for its dis- 
solution* That I had been continued another year in arrest, 
when a new court martial was selected^ of whicb this interested 
officer was appointed President* As I had been sincerely de* 
rirotts that all my conduct, duriiig that campaign, should be m- 
Testigated, I feared, had I otjected to the organisation of the 
court, it would hare occasioned further delay. I felt so cflU- 
scious of innocence, and of having faithfully performed my du* 
ties, that i preferred even a trial by mj enemieSf rather than a^ 
further procrastination. 

I did not believe it was possible, that men, distinguished by 
badges of honoar, could act a dishonourable part ; I did net be- 
lieve it possible, that any patronage which could be pven theisj 
by the administration, or indeed any considerations could in- 
duce them, to deviate from the paths of Justice and Honour, 
which in all ages have been the glcry of the military profes- 
sion. 

AVhen, however, I saw the commander in chief of our armiei 
«t the head, and when I beheld a majority of the members, 
jronng Lieutenant Colonelsy veiy lately promoted to that lanki 
and some of whom, I knew had been his Aids«de-Camp, and iii-^ 
troduced into the army by his patronage, and others, whose 
names I never had heard, until they were called on that service, 
. I thought it a strange organization of a court martial for the 
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trial of a General officer. Etpeciall j when inTariable cvstoni^ 
and the articles of war provided« that officers should be tried bj 
those of at least as high rank as themselves/ where snch officers 
could be obtained. 

With respect to the President, it was strange, and indeed 
unfirecedented, to see the first officer of the annj^ 8ervin|; 
on a court martial* Some very special reasonsy must have 
induced the Prendent to have made this appointment^ and the 
Cteneral to haye accepted it. He was the commanding General 
of the armies of the United States. The spring of 1 814, was a 
critical period of the war : it was an established principle dur- 
ing the revolutionary war, that tiie commander in chief never 
served on a coort martial ; the reason is. that an officer appoint- \ \ 
ed a member, from the time a coort martial is ordered ttntU it is 
dissdved, is not called on to perform any other datj. It was 
several months after this conrt was instituted before it was dis- 
solved. The command of the army therefore, during this time 
must have devolved on a junior officer. Unless, therefore, some 
very particular reasons had operated, would General Dearboru 
have relinquished the command of the army, and degraded him- 
self by performing a duty to which the youngest Generals wa» 
competent i I believe, my fellow citizens, you will form a cor^ 
rect opinion on this subject, and believe, that both the late of 
the administration and the (ate of the General depended so 
much on this trial, that they were not willing to trust it to other 
hands; and likewise that the first court martial, composed of 
honourable and independent characters was dissolved for the 
same reasons. 

I have thus explained the preparatory plan of the adminbtra- 
tion tiiat you may compare it with the tyrannical and barbarous 
principles the covrt nuurtial adopted, and the neanrss which it 
pQrsned. 



/ 
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XXX. 

Oh the .Id of January, 1814, the Court Martial, of which 
General Dearborn was President^ assembled at Albany. On 
receiving notice of the time and place of its meeting, 1 yolan- 
tarily attended. Although I had been more than a year in ar» 

rest, on capital charges, yet 1 had never been for a momrnt re- 
strained of my liberty, in the least degree ; and the established 
military custom of depriving an officer in arrest of his sword) 
had been waved. From a sense of propriety. I resigned it to 
the court, with the most well founded expectation, as I firmly 
believed, it would have been returned with honour. I cannot 
hut think you will rightly estimate the motives oT these indut- 
gencies, and will be satisfied, they weie not granted from any 
favourable disposititm towards me. The officers of the ad- 
ministration well knew, that I had obeyed every order which 
had been given me, and that I had not been guilty of any crime 
unless the honest exercise of my discretion, in which they had 
fully confided, was one. I believe every man who obtains a 
correct knowledge of the facts, will not entertain a doubt of the 
motives of this apparent liberality. It was undoubtedly hoped 
that the tcrrour of the charges would have driven me from my 
country, and tliat such a desertion would have been considered 
as an acknowledgment of my guilt, and an absolution of the 
faults of the administration. 

If any doubts can exist, with respect to the motives of mj 
prosecutors, in relation to this apparent liberality, I think they 
must be reraovtd the fad which I shall now relate. On the 
day the sentence was passed, the 28th of March, 181 1, by di- 
rection of the Court Martial, the President wrote a letters of 
which the following is a copy. 

^Btany^ Mardk £8f^ 1814. 

SIB,-^You will please to return to your usual place of resi- 
dence»in Massachusetts, and there continue, until you shall re- 
ceive orders from the President of the United States. 

Your humble serv ant, 

H. DKAIH.ORN, Major Gen. > 
and President of the Court. 5 

Srig. Gen. Wh. Uuu.. 
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The Mt of die eoarl mtrtial was at Allnuny, uid die seat 4C 
the goTerament at Waahiiigtim, where ihe Pmident resided. 

The sentence was capital. I ask joa, mj fellow citizens* on 
Vhat grounds the court niartial would have dared, thus to have 
left me, by its own order^ at perfect liberty after such a sen- 
tence i Is not this conclusive evidence in your minds, that there 
was a concerty and understanding between the leading members 
of the court raartisl and the administratioDv and that the sen- 
tence, which was to be pronoonced, was determined in the cab* 
Inet at Washington, before I was called to answer, or a witness 
was examined f And whether it was not likewise determined 
that the sentence should be remitted ? I ask you to account for 
this conduct, on any other principles P 

Conscious of innocence, I never asked myself for mercy nor 
authorized a friend to intercede in my behalf. Had I been 
gailtj of the crimes with which I had been charged, 1 ought in 
justice to jo«, to have made an atonement by m jr Uood. I must 
ag^n repeat the qnestion, whether the court martial could havo 
dared thus to have given me my liberty, by which I might hKwm 
avoided the execution of the sentence, unless such a concert 
and understanding existed before tlie trial t Such conduct 
would be trifling with the most important duties, which men 
can be called to perform ^ it would indeed have been making^ 
not only a mere ceremony, but oven a mockery of justice. The 
despicable meanness of Icaidiig me in n situation, to avoid the 
sentence, of which they were ashamed, no language can de- 
scribe, and no example can be found, from Adam to iSie present 
moment* 

Before the trial commenced, I objected to the employment of 
other counsel than the Judge Advocate in the following lan- 
guage. [See Lt CoU Forbes' report of the trial, page 12.] 

Whatever reasons may be urged, ito exclude professional aid 
on the part of tlie prisoner, let me ask with great respect why 
they will not equally apply, on the part of the prosecution. 
And yet it is most evident, that the officers of the government 
who have instituted this prosecution, have not felt the force of 
those reasons : — If they had, they would have left the prosecu- 
ttOB, to be conducted by the military prosecutor. And yet it is 
seen, to the chaiges drawn up against me, the name of one of 
t^e most eminent counsel in the United ^tatea: aadlUkewise 

1.9 
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§fld enliflteiL agaiiMt met in «id of tlie nuliUfy liadge Advoeat% 
a profeiiiaiul gentlemeB of (I^ fitnte* Q9t Im dtf^n^iiBM 
for his talents.'' 

I have made this statementl in order to show to you in the 
plainest manner, the inconsistent, unequul, and tyrannical 
principles which were adopted by the court martial in the com* 
. nencement of the trial, to contragt them with the dedsiooi 
which at the sane time was made on mj applieation for ccNui'* 
self to assiat m in my defence. 

I cannot bnt here observe, diat not only the character, which I 
had established in a life ol pabiic services, for near half a cen- 
tury, and particularly in fighting the battles for your safety, 
glorj, and independence, waa at stake* bat l^at life which Q<» 
has given me. 

I did not ask to be permitted to employ counsel at the a- 
pense of the gOTemment, bnt at my own eipenae. 
I will now inform yoo, what was the decision of the covitf 

which was rigidly adhered to throughout the whole trial. 

That the counsel, employed by the administration, my prose- 
cutors, should be admitted to examine the witnesses, produce 
the d6caments» speak to all collateral queations, and lasdy, to 
the final queationy and that I should not be permitted to enr 
ploy eounsel, even at my own expense, to open their lips, in 
the presence of the court, in examining witnesses, producing 
documents, or speaking on any collateral questions of law, 
which might arise, in the course of the trial, or on the final 
question, whether guilty or not guilty. Here you see, one ruls 
was establiBhed for the prosecution, and another for the prisoner 
in hu defence. My olject will be, now, to prore to you, ftat 
this decision of the conrt martial, was not only unequal, incou' 
sistent, and tyrannical, but that it was contrary to the funda- 
mental principles of our government, and the spirit of the con- 
stitution of our country. To that constitution which was ob- 
tained, by the blood of many of your Fathers 1 now appeal, 
and if the members of that court mardal will read it in tht 
spirit of oandonr, they must feel shame and remorse, for the 
principle they adopted. 

By this constitutioQ, it is provided, that in all criminal prose* 
cutiooSf the accused shall eryoy the right, to have the assistance 



Digitized by Coogl 



147 

of counsel for his defence* Here the right is placet! on tli^ 
Ibroadest foundation. 

This right is the property of every indivijlual. No power 
can deprive him of it It is the first, and highest taw of the 
knd— CongreM Kas na authority to make a law contrary to it — 
It is binding on all courts, both civil and military. 

Instead of adopting the rational and liberal principles, and 
spirit of onr eonstitutton, which ought to be engrafted on all our 
institutions^ the court niai lial searched (he records of that na- 
tion with which we were then at war, and from which we had 
separated, on account of the oppression, and tyranny of its gov- 
ernment In those recorda far back, in the dark ages of arbi** 
Irarj and despotic government, when a prosecution by the 
Crown, was in effect, a sentence of death, and when the object 
waa to guard against every interposition, between the accused, 
and the sword of the king. The court martial, with the assis- 
tance of their unauthorized special ludge Advocate, found some 
authorities, on which to ground their decision. 

In recurring to the authorities, on which those tyrannical 
principles adopted by the court martial were founded, it will be 
seen, that the English writers, who have attempted to support 
them, finding they were contrary to the fundamet.? principles 
of the British government^ were obliged to refer to the practice 
of the Egyptians for their support. 

As I observed to the court martial, every commentator who 
Itas written on the subject, has blushed for the absurdity and 
barbarity of the reasons on which, the exclusion of counsel, in 
behalf of the prisoner, is founded. Speaking of this rule, Black- 
ttone eay^ ^ ft ia a rate^ which however, it may be palliated^ 
seemt not tobe of » pteee with the rest of the hnmane treatment 
of priaoners, nf ilnr English law; for o» what face of reason- < 
emi thut soRotanee be deilted to save the Itfo of a man, wfaielria 
allowed him in every petty trespass." 

Christian, in his Notes on Biackstone, says — ** It is very eX' 
traordinary, the assistance of counsel should be denied, where it 
is wanted most. That is when it is wanted to defend the lifei 
the hoWMHTy )Hid all^ the property of an individual.'' 

Thns^we sea the ligM in which the liberal commentaidra^ cob* 
stder thia subject 

Shall We, then, who live under the freest government in th^ 
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world, be governed by ruUs, which are derived from such it 
source, and have originated ^io such motives P Shall we adopt 
rutea at which the sense, reason* and hnmanitj of mankind^ 
since the civilization of the woiidf have revolted i I esk these 
^estions v ith a conidence« that when ^fm, my fellow cttivenSf 
have considered them, joo will answer them, with the spirit of 
freemen, and stamp your indignation on any tribunal, acting un- 
der 3'our mild constitution, which lias adapted such inhuman,- 
and barbarous principles ; principles so contrary, to the genius 
and spirit of the government, under which yoa live. 

If, my fellow citizens, yon find such principles, as have here 
been eihibited, adopted by the court martial^ at the commence- 
ment of its proceedings, wiiat will be yonr expectations in tho 
progress and final issue of the cause. To yoor candid judg- 
ment I submit the subject of this memoir, and in my next, shall 
consider the conduct of the court, in admitting the opinions-of 
the Witnesses to prove the chaiges ag^insl me. 



No. XXXI. 

I MUCH fear that I shall not be able to do justice to the sub- 
ject of this number. Each of you, my fellow citizens, as well 
as myself, have a deep interest in the principles which will be 
Gonsidered-*^ot only your charactero and all that ia dear to 
you, but your lives may depend on them. It is easy to make 
ont a string of capital charge against any individual in public 
or private life. If the opiniotts of witnesses are admitted as 
evidence to prove such charges, the witnesses themselves become 
the judges, and the necessity of any other judicial tribunal is 
superceded. All the proceedings may be summary; it will on- 
ly be necessary for the accusers, which in this case were the ad- 
ministration, to call up the witnesses^ take their opinions, and 
execute the sentence. Such a precedent becomes law ! and 
must govern in future similar cases. Whenever the court ad- 
mits the opinion of witnesses as eridenet of the proof of lacts» 
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it yiM% up its ptrerogRtire te the witnessesy tnd Ihey mlly ufh 
pear in the novel character of jii^es* 

In the present depraved state of httman nature, the roost in- 
calculable evils would be produced bj a system of this kind, 
interest, prejudice, revenge, and malice have so powerful an 
influence on human conduct, that the ties of moral obligation 
are broken by them, like cobwebs, and lose all their binding in* 
inoBoe. By the adBuaoion of such a princtplei therefore* the 
lives and dearest interests of any individnal nuiy easily be sa- 
erillced on any altar, where svch passions are kindled. 

Where facts are necessary to prove charges, witnesses are 
restrained by the obligations of oaths. Their testimony is lia- 
ble to be controuUed by other testimony, and if it appears th^ 
have testified falsely they kre liable to be indicted) and punish- 
ed for the crime of perjory. The obligation of an oath, for the 
proof of facts is the hest security that can be aifi>rded. This 
security is entirely removed Where the opinion of witnesses are 
taken. For no man is liable to punishment for his opinion, and 
it would be impossible to prove the motives that induced hnn to 
give it. They remain in his own breaftt. The Court Martial 
was appointed to determine whether certain facta were true 
which constitnted criipinal chaiges. The witnesses were per- 
mitted by the ooort to give their own opinions* withont stating 
any facts which would be the least Ibundation for them. The 
facts on which the charges against me were founded, were—" 

1st. For employing a sn>all vessel at the Miami of lake Erie, 
to transport the sick and baggage not wanted on the marchy to 
Detroit* the distance being about seventy miles. . 

ddly. For not attacking the enemy'^ fortress at Maiden. 

Sdly. For retreating to Detroit and there taking a ddensive 
position. 

4thly. For not opening my communication to Ohio ; — and 
5thly, for agreeing to the capitulation. 

For the employment of the. vessel a charge of treason was 
fiinnded. By the forcing numbers it will appear, that this 
measure would have been highly proper* in time <tf peacoy and 
lhat I had received no knowledge of the war* And this want 
ef knowledge, was occasioned by the fiiult of the Secretary of 
War, in not giving me as early notice of it as might have 
been given,— -and the evidence was 6tronger (if there had been 
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treason) that it was at Washington, than at my camp. It' any 
precedents could have been foundf where the opinloss of wit- 
nesses had been admitted to have proved gvcrt acts of treadony 
this ckaife might nndoatedlj haw bean proved* Ta ailaMiah 
a new praeedeQt» aUter great dalilieralMii» waa thawght tao epe % j 
and toa autrageoaa aa attack on justice. The reaetiaii it vaald 
have on the adminidtredon, probably operated more powcrfally, 
than any other consideration. As I liave before observed^ 
on this charge, and its specifications. I was acquittei^ and opin- 
ions were reserved for thoee which followed. By a recurrence 
ta the evidence which has been exhibitadf contained in the let* 
tcranfUM Seorettiyor War, it wU^ ba aaoD^ OmtlMMOv* 
dara on any of tlw salQeclH and thai alt thiao aotewarokiliiiil*' 
od b^ the adminiftratien ta mj diicretMH^ Tho ctimea^ thorn- 
fore, of which the administration accused me, were, for dot 
exercising this discretion properly; for not exercising it in the 
VMnner which some of the militia officers of the state of Ohio' 
tbottght they would have exercised it, had they conMiianded thn 
mmyff and had it been • intmatad to them. U tkt^ had- boe» 
Gonanla» (and name of them wore io erealadi immediately ai* 
tar the campaign, by the adminiatntaoiiy fer tiiolr 4POodj 
valeur,) the%^ weuW hnte aAUMrked Maiden, tkeg wonld net 
have recroased the Detroit river, tJiei) would have opened the 
communicatden to Ubioy tlicy wonid not have agreed to the ca* 
pitttiation. 

Btf an attention to the cndence againat me on- the.liiar leal 
chaigoBi it Will Kkewiaarba aoen9.th«l'tbe<opbione'off AeieaMncr 
inexperienced^ and intemted oftsefB). W^ rwi e i^ by tfatf 
conrtiiuurtial, to provi^nfy dep^ea8i0nofopirits,^a■^tlie altM- 

tiofl of my countenance. Foi- two or three nights, I had little or 
no sleep, and had very few officcib to assi&t me, in whom I 
could place the least confidence. My Dnncipai officer. Colonel 
Miller, was sick and unable te perform' an jrdut:y. With entire ' 
eanidoMe I afaaU; avblnit td jonr jodgiiettli'iriieibar tfioiatigifet 
It had eariaredy the higjh TeipoMihiii^y of mj aitnatian, and til* 
want of anjikind ofi aaiiatence^ on whiebl'ceilM dtpeady wii' 
not anAAeiitlr^ account for a/ depreftsien of 8|Mti^ an^-n dtflbep* 
eat appearance of countenance f Colonel Snelling was promo^ 
ed and selected as a leadinj^ witnvjs« against me. It is a duty 
V 0W& bothito miyBelf and tn you, to alale hU a&tuation at that 
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time, and bIiow how deejay interested he wa9 m the retult 

my trial. 

On the night of the 1 5th of August, he cumiiuuHled the gutrdy 
iMoiMd at titt Spnag Walk, and lima was attaisM to hia 
I oMMiaad a piaca of artfyery. At tiib t^iace General Brock 
landed widi hia aray the Bozt Bramiii^ at day-light Colonel 

Snelling was ordered to remain at this post, until he received 
orders from me to retreat, or until he was compelled by a supe- 
rioor force of the enemy — and to give me iuformatioa ot any 
moyements of the enemy The Spring Wells were opposite to 
fiandwicby where General Brock'a forces were atatienedy and 
hb Teasels of war were on the rmr between tlie two places. 
Coleoel Snelling wHhont any orders from me left his poet, and . 
nardied hU men to the fort, with the piece of artillery, a little 
hefore day light on the morning of the l6th. His testimony 
before the Court Martial is in these words — ** I returned with 
my detachment before day, 1 think the dawn was perceptible on 
my arrival at the fort, but am not certain ; the piece of artille- 
1^ I left at the gate of the xitadel^^my detaahment I inarchedi 
into the fort^ 

When CoL Snelling was giving his testimony* and was inr 
tftrired of, from whom he received orders to return from his sta- 
tion at the Spring Wells at day light, in the morning, he an- 
swered-—** From some person in the General's family, I do not 
recollect whom, 1 believe from Brigade-Major Jessup, but am 
not certain." Col. Snelling wished afterwards to alter this 
testinMnjTf and tlien said these waa a man called C<d. Wallace^ 
not reeoi^izad by the offieM. He did not, howeTer, say ha 
leoeifed orders from him. 

These lacts he acknowledged, and thus he equivocaud in his 
testimony. 

Major Jessup was present^ when he made this acknowledg- 
ment in his testimony, of leaving his post, and undoubtedly in- 
fcnned him that he did not give him the orders, which induced 
hnn to altar hk testimony. His mere liinty with respect to 
6ol. Wallace, was probably intended to make an impressloa 
Aat he received the orders from him. Although he does not 
say it, as Col. Wallace was present, and would have contradict- 
ed it; and there was this further reason, ashehirt se'f declared, 
that Colonel Wallacot was not recognizdMi by the iitiicersi as an 
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orders. 

Knowing the faeti ibat ho bad abandoned his post withoni 
nftlers, ho well knew what his &te miat have been« had I been 
•cqnitted. Nothing bat the evMtt of the 16th, prevented me 
from arresting him at that time. In forrolDg a judgment on hia 

testimony the fact here related, yoo will, undoubtedly, think 
ought tu be kept in mind. Col. Snelling was not on trid. and 
the court did not think proper to investigate the fact, although I 
atated 1 had not aatborised anj officert to order him iron his 

|MMt 

As hb opinion was relied on to prove the moat important 
charges^ it would have lieen dangerous to have suffered anj 
thing to have been said which would have Invalidated his teati- 

mony. These opinions were received to prove entire charges, 
and entire specifications of charges. By thus receiving the 
opinions of a witness in the whole matter in issue, or on a par- 
ticular specification, in a charge, is precisely the same, as pre- 
senting the list of chaig^ and asking each individual witness^ 
wh<*tber he believes the accused goilty ? If the witness is credr 
ited, of what use is it for the court to go farther? The accused 
is found guilty by the opinion of the witness, and the members 
of the Court Martial become the mere organs of his opinion. 
If, on the contrary, the witness swears to facts, the court is left 
to decide, whether the facts are proved, and whether tiie facts 
thus proved constitute the charges. As a factt a witness can 
answer with certainty i hia testimbn j« if untrue, can be im- 
peached, circumstances may be introduced, to r^t its infer- 
ences ; but where is the restraint on opinion r The witness Is 
licensed and free I He roams at large, and if unchecked by any 
moral obligation, he finds an easy victim in any individual, 
against whom the want of success alone, has excited the public 
damoor* 

To engraft a scion of this kind, on the tree of liberty, which 
was not only planted by our forefathers, in this sml of freedom^ 

but protected by their yalour, and nurtured and defended by 

their gallant descendants, would produce a branch, whose fruit 
would be as dissimilar to thai of the orig^inal stock, as despotism 
is dissimilar to freetlom, — and the taste of which could never 
be relished, by the present or future generation^r 
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If the humaa f(^liiig9 and pASsions caa be determined hy 
i||»eAitWiioe of the coanteiiance» and witnesaes are admitted <» 
tedlify wllat thosa feelings and passionn are by this btandaid, 
liUd bapitil fiiencM arfe to ilra^red in this maaner, I ask rem 

to consider to what dreadful consequences such a doctrine 
\vould lead. \!low me here to offer an illustration. When 
Colonel Snelling was on the Stand* giving his testimony before 
tte cMrt martiaLu I myself, and Ynanj others (iresenty obeenred 
a strange and unusual appearance in his oountfeHanoe; ire wm 
^fhe opinion i&at it iftdicaiSed strolig liMitnras of pfi^adlcey 
ibalic^ 4iid revenge ftgailist die, and a fissed dtfterminattoli to 
aay elrery thing he conld bring to his recollection to injure me, 
and prove the high charges which were exhibited against me. 
Suppose Colonel SneUing had been indicted for perj«ry. for giv- 
ing this testimony— and suppose we had been called on as wit- 
nesses, to hkvt piDfVed that he had been guilty of petjury^ 
#<Mild tfat ieHtHnony, ivbati^er -kaairledge might Ima pro- 
fessed to haye acquired ki phjrfti^|;nomy, have iRMn adfldttdd Itf 
taj court, to liaVe pt^n^, by the expreMian «f hia Countenance, 
' tet hie htA Mb ^ilty of perjury ? 

It is impossible to conceive the evils which would result from 
admitting the opinions of witnesses in proof of charges of this 
kind. The judgment of the court, distracted amidst the con- 
fiicttni; optttiotts of cotaflicting^ interests, has no gikfda } its poar- 
an ai% transfetfed to another tdbunal ; and the ailftittiimiia 
prisoner stands convicted, not on fiicts, bat on ^ayMMlt. Ufa 
^sdlt of inch proceedings muat ifacetfiif41y leafd to the ttoftt an* 
heard of abuses. An administration, instead of resorting to the 
ordinary modes of criminal proof, would have only to hunt up 
opinions, to bring to the scaftbld the most meritorious charac- 
ters. The experience, iLUowledge and characters of the wit- 
nesses, in the case now under review, will present a striking 
illostrati^ af the subject Thej were principally miiitia offi- 
cers, born and educate in the witdemess «€Mio, who had 116 
^^r knowledge of miliValry moteinents, excepting what they 
had acquired in the training of companies about their doors. 
They had been elected as officers by the men they commanded 
who considered themselves in every respect as their equals, and 
would not submit to the necessary restraints of military disci- 
^iiie. If they received abjr ordi^rs from ^hesa oflieeiB whidk. 

80 
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tliey disapproved, it was their custom to consult together, and 
determiae what measures should be pursued. It frequently 
happened, that these officers were treated with the greatest in- 
digaitj ; and one of the oiBcm of the 4th regiment testified, on 
mj trial, (see Lieot. Col. Forbes' report, page 124) ^that<.ne 
erontng, at Urbanna, there was a noise ; when he (^wltness^ ran 
out to inquire the cause, and saw some men of his regiment, 
who informed him, it was only aotne of the Ohio militia riding 
one of their officers on a raiV^ 

It is with deep regret tliat I mention circumstances of this 
kind* and should not do it, were it not necessary jon should 
kifow the character of both officers and soldiers who composed 
the army furnished by the administration* 

Farther to illustrate the subject under review; I will here re- 
peat the same observations which I made before the court mar- 
tian in my defence. I recite the words of my defence, because 
if I had then made any statement which was not founded in 
truth, the court would have corrected me. 

It seems extraordinaryi that there has not been a witness 
examined on the part of the prosecntion» who has not been pro* 
noted since he was under my command. A great majority of 
the young gentlemen who haye been called by fte Judge Adv<h 
cate, have appeared decorated with their epaulets ; these have 
been bestowed, and sometimes with the augmentation of a star, 
tipon gentlemen who began their military career with my unfor- 
tunate campaign. 

^ By what services many of these gentlemen have merited , 
sneh rapid promolion, I have not learned. But if it all arises 
out of thcar aclueveaenta while under my command, I must say, 
that It appears to me my expedition was more prolific of promo- 
tion than any other unsuccesslul military enterprize I evef 
heard of. 

It cannot be that it has been intended to give a weight to 
tiie testimony of these witnesses, by giving them ranks and 
honoursy which it would not otherwise have had. But when 
my military character and measures are to be tested by the 
#ptn<'«fif of gentlemen, with high sounding titles of military 
rank, I think it necessary to remind the court, that with the ex- 
ception of a few of the young oflBcers, there are none of them, 
who have not been promoted to their high stations without hav- 
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log had any miliiacy esperiance, and wiAoat» u fiur aa I have 
i^eardt ever having discovered any military talent or geniaa. - 

' "If the opinions ol witnesses, ou military subjects, ought in 
any case to be listened to, (which I conceive ought not to be) 
yet I think the opinions of men of these deacriptions ou^ht to be 
received with the greatest caution." 

Without imputing nnirorthy motives to the adminiatration) 
in making these promotionsy as inducements to the witimaef to 
give a high colouring to their testimony. 1 endeavoured to 
account for it in the following language. 

" The extraordinary promotions which the witnesses against 
me have generally attained, I think may be accounted for, by a 
recurrence to the fact of which this trial has afforded the most 
conclusive evidence; which is, that each of the witnesses, from 
the General to the youngest and lowest officer that has been 
called by the Judge Advocate, is himBelfy in his own opinion, a* 
hero, 

*♦ From (General McArthur, who thought himself capable of 
fighting a whole garrison, down to the lowest rank, every ofliccr 
seems to have thought, that if he had been the commanding 
General, or if I had taken hU advice, all would have gone well* 
JSo doubt they have, in justice to themselves, made these repre- 
sentations to the government ; and their rank must be considen- 
ed a reward for the great things which they »aid they would 
have done, rather than to have been aeqnired by any actual 
service. " 

Before I close this number, I cannot omit to make some ob- 
servations on the unprecedented rule which tlie court adopted 
in the examination of the witnesses, which was, to examine each 
witness in the presence of the rest And here 1 will make tiie 
same remarks which I made in my defence. 

**Tm ihia court decided that it ahould be ao, I did think H 
was a well established rule of martial as well as civil law, that 
the witnesses should be examined separately. The justice and 
propriety of this rule I have very sensibly felt on this occasion, 
in a case where so much way depend upon the language oi 
phraaea in which the witnesses express themselves, it would 
have been desirable, that each should have been left to the ne- 
eeanty of selecting his own language tn express hia meaning. 
Bat ifioording to the eoane pursued, each witness waa at liber* 
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ness OD the same point.— The disposition of several of the wit^ 
iiesses to do so, has been very plainly manifested, by their 
aoswering, whea interrogate resptiectijig my person^^ beli%- 
tionr, that it w«» the iqme is hmt lieen n^tnem^ l ppiqr 
witness.'' 

In tbetier emirts vwuiisl, when tfa» mmXm»9 vmg wImmb 
there oMiy be great inequality of grades, are intended io be pvt 
on an equal footing as judges, care has been taken to avoid, as 
far as possible, the influence likely to arise from authority. It 
is on this account, that the optiiuoM of t^l$ youQgrst if always 
first taken. Audit was on the same aqeopnty as I C4«icei9i^ 
tbat the nil« vas e^tablisbed, that witnesses ebonld bp^ismiflr 
•ed sepsrate1y«*i»tliat the yoonger might not be inftiieii^ ia his 
testimony by what might be said by his superionr It wosid be 
contrary to experience of the human disposition to suppose, af- 
ter a subaltern had heard two or three Generals, and officers osf 
bi^er ranl^ Uiaa himself, testify, to whose authority be is pec 
hifis sabservienU or to wbsse good word he may have owed« <ir 
expects to owey his promotion, that be wiU ho wilHeg to owMmr 
diet what bis snperioors have said, or eveo to wafce « r»pf f r 
sentation which will vary from theirs. 

If, in any case, the weight of this sort of inHuei^^ could 
be felt on the testinu)nj, the mode which was pursued gave it 
the fairest scopcu 

The witnesses were generaiiy arranged, and prodn«ad 
cording to their rankt comvmnkig with thow who had been pro- 
motod Irom the i^tnk of Liootenant Colonels in the Ohio nMLiiia, 
to the rank of Generals in the standing army, and the principal 
one with an additional appointment as Governoor of the terri- 
tory of Michigan, which appointment, for nine years, I Iia4 
held, during which lime my conduct iii that atat^iip had uni- 
4irmly mceiyed the approbation of the gs^millfiRl' Wbfm the 
commenced, the qneotipii anmfB, whefter the inlnessfss 
ought to b^ examined in the praenseof eaeh other; to which 
the President, General Dearborn, replied, that it was not ne- 
cessary, in his judgment, to examine them apart. [See Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Forbes' report, page 117.] A3 all the proce^ 
of the court were regulated bjj his ^pinirai^ it would have 
beeoios^lj a naeloef waste of time to hove jijiqii^. ikfiLHmr 
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tion.-^His judgment W48 pronounced in a positive manner, and 
the Court at once acquiesced in it. As the strong barriers of 
the constitution had been no security, but had been overleaped, 
on other qtMlgtions ; and objections on this could onl v have beea 
town from precedent, nud tl^e aathority of the best writers on 
nilltarjr aiilge«t»; I believe jtm will be. battsfied that my re^r 
m» I might have oflScred vfould have been unavailiDgr-respeuaU 
ij after the judgment of so g;reat an authority as the command- 
er in chief had been pronounced ; especially as the whole plot 
which had been concerted might have failed. 

Thus have 1 exhibited some of the leading principles bj 
vrbicb the proceedings of the Court Manial vere governed, fofr 
tbeporpiwe of giving you 9, l^iowledge of tiie manner in whijsli 
my trial was cmiducted* 

If this were the conduct of the Court Martial, it may be ask- 
ed why 1 addressed them in different language in my defence. 
The reason is, my observations were then made according to 
tiie knowledge I possessed. The necessary docaments to show 
]|pw deeply interested the President of the court ws^f could n^t 
lie obtapiisd* I acknowledged the patience of the court, as it 
- liad been manifested by a sestton of more than forty days. Ii^ 
many instances, the course which was pursued was contrary ti> 
t^ny experience of which I had any knowledge, and to which I 
objected. The President and members were constitutioni^ 
judgeSf and if they erred, as all men are liable to err, I hoped 
ihey were honest erronrs. I observed 1 had confidence in their 
honour ; from my youth I had always been taught to confide in 
the honour of military characters ; indeed those observations 
were made on the ground that it is human to err. I objected, 
however, and stated ray own ideas at the time. It would have 
been improper for me then to have impu^d other than honoura- 
motives ; although there appez^red to me a deviation in the 
coinse, yet, ip^ the end^ I ea^cted justice. The pU) which ha4 
Iwien m^difi lor me had been prepared Ml WP^t, a|id i^ Wfts 9^ 
severed that I could not discern the deadly poison which it 
contained. Having now obtained and spread before you the 
evidence, with respect to the deep interest which hoth the adr 
ministration and the hes4 <>f ^he court hijud in tlie result of thf 
trial, I believe the answer I have given ti» the inqniiy: i. kutfi 
nieg^wsdy will be letiilactmnf . 
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Every member of that court martial depended on the admin- 
istratiou fur htn military existence; and on jouy fellow citizeilB> 
the administration depended for the continuance of power. 

The declaration tif war, without soitaUe preparation, and ike 
iniafortiuies which had attended its progress^ excited your just 
resentment. The language of discontent, in uie first instance, 
was pronounced by you, with a freedom becoming your charac- 
ter, and pointed against those to whom you had committed 
your safety. The very ground trembled on which the adminis- 
tration stood* To satiirfy jour jast resentnienti it was evidoot 
a sacrifice must be prepared. The plan presented in mj last 
number was devised, and the execution of it committed to tlie 
the court martial, whose leader had been rendered immaculate, 
* by the Secretary of War, who retired from ofEce, loaded with 
all the misfortunes this leader had occasioned. 

Having now, fellow citizens, presented to you a narrative of 
the Aorth-westem campaigUi with the documents and evidences 
relating to it ; I shall relieve your patiencet after furnishing on« 
number more, in which will be condensed a summary of the 
principal facts, conliiinf d in the whole. The object of this sum- 
mary, is to exhibit to you, at one view the most important facts, 
which caused the misfortune, which the Secretary of War, was 
of the opinion would be attributed to him* This summary will 
be published^ as soon as I am able to prepare it 



No. XXXIL 

Ik the second memoir which I presented for your considera- 
tion^ I exhibited a general outline of the fiicts which it was mj 
object to prove in the subsequent numbers. I have endeavour- 
ed faithfully to redeem the pledge which I then gave. Aft» 

having stated the facts and produced the evidence it was my 
intention to have relieved your patience and submitted the pro- 
priety of my conduct to your judgement on the facts and evi- 
dence contained in those numbers without recapitulating them^ 
But as some of my readers, from the manner in which they have 
been pnblishcdy have not been able to obtain the whole of tfacoi 
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lind |Hrc8eiired the €(Hiiiezion« an opinion has been expressed 
that the snhject wiU be more clearly and generally understood 
bj condensing and bringing info one view the material facts 

which they contain. In compliance with this opinion, I will de- 
Tote this number in aa concise a manner as posflible, to the at- 
tempt. 

in the first-place, the reasons are stated why this communi- 
eation has not before been made^ and why the evidence and 
documents now introduced were not produced in my defence* 
The delay, I told you, was occasioned by the loss of my papers 

and copies of the duplicates having been withheld, though fre- 
quently applied for until the autumn of 1823, when on applica- 
tion they were immediately forwarded me by the present Secre- 
tary of War, Mr. Calhoun. I then disclosed to you the motives 
which induced me to accept a military < appointment in the 
spring of 1812» and take the command of the forces which com- 
posed the north western army. In consequence of an expecta- 
tion of war with Great Britain, the savages of the north and 
west had been excited to hostility by the military officers and 
Indian agents of Canada« and it was deemed by our government, 
both expedient and necessary to provide a force for the safety 
and protection of the defenceless inhabitants of the frontiers* 
To ^ect this purpose, twelve hundred militia from the State of 
Ohio and the 4th United States' regiment, then at St. Vtncen- 
nes, were detached by the President. I was then Governour of 
the Michigan territory, and in connexion with that oflBce, I ac- j 
ccpted the command of these troops, not by my own wish or re- 
quest, but at the urgent desire of the administration. About 
the middle of April 1 left Washington and previously to my 
departttre^ I statid to the PMident in repeated communications 
through the Secretary of War, my views with respect to the 
command, declared that I considered the force not only suffi- 
cient in point of numbers, but likewise a of suitable character for a 
the object for which it was designed. That this object was the 
protection of the frontier against the savages, appears from the 
instructions I received from the Secretary of War, and in which 
letter I was ordered to proceed to Ohio*. Uike the command of 
these troops and march them to Detroit, where I most make the 
best arrangements in my power, for the safety of that part of 
the country. It was then understood that in time of peace^ De^ 
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ikoh or wme other poiltion on the weit ptat of lake Erie, #fti t 
«iiiteble fttation fdr that purpose because all nccdsary supplied 
could easllj be fraasported over that lake. I not only com- 
ttiinieated to the gorernment nj Views in time of pieace with 
Great Britain, but also in the event of war with that nation— 
and stated in the most explicit manner, that a navy on lake 
firie, sufficient to preserve the cuuimunication, would be indis- 
pensably necessary, ahd that without such a navy, the post8 of 
OetroHy Michillimackanack, and Chica|;0» could not be main* 
lained. That likewise^ in sodi an eventy all the savage war- 
rionrs re'sidii^ both in the British dominions, and our own ter- 
Htories, #oald probably join the British standard. Aft^r mak- 
ing these statements, I took the command of the army in Ohio, 
and opened a road two hundred miles throug^i a wilderness. 
On this road I built a number of block houses, leaving in them 
a small force for defence, and made use of the best means is^ 
iny power to preserve my communication. 

While I was yet in the wildemessy the goTemmeiit on 'tii^ • 
1 8th of June declared war. I receired no account of it until 
the 2d day of July, while the enemy at Maiden were appiisfiA 
of it several days before, although that place was much farther 
from Washington than my army. If proper measures had been 
taken, this important event might have been made known to 
me in less than half that time. In consequence of this neglect • 
of the administrationya vessel was taken by the enemy with tfa^ 
aick of toy army and the hospital stores^ while on her pama|j6 
kma the rapids the Miami to Detroit, which vessel ^nld 
not have been employed in this service, had I recdved inteHl* 
gence of the declaration of war even one day sooner. For seml- 
ing this vessel I was accused of the crime of treason by the ve- 
ry administration by whose neglect alone the misfortune had 
been occasioned. In this letter, giving me information of the do* 
claration of war, I received positive orders to march the army to 
Detroit) eighteen miles in the rear of the enemy's principal for- 
tress at Maiden, and there wait for further orders. Accdrding-* 
ly I proceeded, and on the 5th July, the army lirHired at i fe* 
troit I then called a council of war, at the earnesit importunity 
of my officers, when it was declared expedient to cross the De- 
troit river, and make the invasion of Canada, iiotwilli-*!;!!!!! 

it was well known that my instructions were to remain there 
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for further orders. Much discontent was excited among som* 
^ diean by my ' refusal to comply with their wishes. On tht- * 
4f ening of the 9th of July, I received the letter of the Secreta- 
ry of W«r^ cciitaioiqg eodera to cmt the river ^md invade the 
enemj't territory, and in the same letter was contained a dii^ 
cretionary authority to make an aHack on the fortress at Mal- 
ilen«^ if in my opinion, my force was adequate to the enterprise, 
and it could be done coosistentlj with the safety of iny other 
posts. 

On the same evening I received this letter from the Secreta* 
ff, I wrote to hinii that it was my opinion that my force was not 
stdeqnale to the enteiprise, and stated my reasons. This letter 
ims received by the Secretary, and laid before the Pmiden^ 
who fully approved of it, and of all my fcondnot, and, notwith- 
stsnfliog the measure attacking Maiden was left to my disere* 
tion, and notwithstanding I had stated as ray opinion that my 
force was not equal to the enterprise, and although this opinion 
had been approved by the President, yet this very measure was 
made a charge of a most serious nature — supported alone 
by the tpkuai^ of some of my officers, that MaMen mifht havf 
been takem 

in the course of my nnmbers, I stated, asressons wliich is- 
daced me to think it expedient to commence olTensive operir 
tions in conformity with the orders I received--^at I should be 

enabled to obtain supplies for my army from the enemy's coun* 
try — that it would satisfy the apparent impatience of my olfi- 
^rs-^and that a display of the American ilag on btith sides of 
the river would have afavotirable effect, both on the savages and 
&e militia of Upper Canadsr— but that the most powerful in- 
dncemeot was, to dislodge the enemy from the opposite fannk) 
where he was erecting batteries, which would have gireaftly an- 
noyed the town of Detroit. Immediately after making the in* 
vasion according to mj orders from the administration, I issued 
a Proclamation to the inhabitants of Upper Canada, pledging to 
them the faith of tlie goverainent, that they should be protected 
tn their persons, property, and riglits, I have stated also thp 
nmoner in which this prochunation was received and approved 
hf the President, as well as the use which was made of it at the 
Iretfty of Ghent 
By on csmnunation of the evidence ^toh I hav^jQi;hibito4, 

3t 
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the ol^ecis of the government in ordering the forces und^ 
mj commandt are fully unfolded. This evidence is the highest 
which the nature of the case will admit It it contained in the 
message of the President of the United States to Congress^ after 

the campaign closed. By thib message it ap' pars, that these 
forces were ordered to Detroit in time of peace, with a view to 
the protection of tfie territory against the savages, and in the 
iBvent of waj-y to take possession of lake Erie, and to co-operate 
with other forces in the conquest of Upper Canada. This ob^ 
ject of taking possession ot lake £ne against a strong naval 
force of the enemy, by a small band of Ohio militia, was never 
communicated to me by the administration, and the first know^ 
ledge I had of it was from reading this message seven months 
after the campaign ended. 

The projects of the President, as communicated by his mes- 
sage, not being realized, such a navy was immediately ordered 
to be built as I had at first recommended. With regard to co- 
eperation, I had the fullest reason to suppose that I should be 
assisted 1>y the army on the Niagara river, at the east end ^ 
lake Erie. The enemy's principal station' was at Bialdea, 
eighteen miles below Detroit, on the other side of the riven 
The number of troops it contained, from the time of the decla- 
tion of war to the I6th of August, has been stated, and the 
proof furnished. I remained four weeks at Sandwich, on the 
British side of the river; and during that time I called two 
councils of war, to consider and determine whether it were ex* • 
]»edient to attack the fort at Maiden with the bayonet alone. 
No cannon were on carriages suitable to assist in tiie operation; 
every possible exertion had been made, and was then making, 
to prepare them. It was the opinion of the majoriiy of the first 
council, that it was not expedient to make the attack, without 
the assistance of cannon. At the second council, 1 stated, that 
tho. heavy artillery was not in readiness, but would be in two or 
three days. The question was theti submitted to the council, 
whether it were expedient to wait for the heavy artillery, in or^ 
^er to make a breach in the works, or immediately to make the 
attempt uritfa the bayonet alone. Before the question was tak- 
en, I observed to the members, that if it should be thetr opinion 
that it was best to make the assault im ♦•ediately, and they 
would answer for their men, I wpuld lead them, to the attack. 
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tioloael Miller, wIm commaaded the i^1an» replied tinltie 

would be answerable for the men he commanded. Colonels 
McArthur, Cass, and Findlej, who commanded the militia, said 
they would not be answerable for their men, but hoped they 
would behave well. The council then determined that it was 
expedient to wait two days longer for the heavy artillery, in 
the afternoon of the 7th of August, i received letters from Gen^* 
ml Hall and General Pbrter, who commanded on the Niagara 
ri^er, informing me that the principal part of the troopa in the 
enemy's stations at fort Oeoi^is^, fort Erie, and other posts on 
the east part of the province, were advancing to Maiden ; and 
that a large body of troops had passed over and landed on the 
"West side of lake Ontario, and were likewise marching against 
my army. These letters further stated, that there was no pro- 
bability that any assistance would be afforded from that quar* 
ter. Thus it appeared, from the information sent me, that the 
whole weight of the war in Canada rested on the few troops un* 
der my command, and certainly they were not equal both to o^ 
fensive and defensive operations. 

Michillimackanack had fallen, and all the forces from that 
direction were descending the lakes to operate against me. The 
savages from lake Michigan had arrived on the head waters of 
the rivers Raisin and Huron in thousands, (as Colonel Ander^ 
son expressed himself in his letter) and were marching to Mai- 
den. The defeat of Majar Van hont had taken place at Browns* 
town, in his attempt to open the communication to the river 
Raisin; and indeed, every avenue to my coantry, both by land 
and water, was entirely closed. With this information before 
me, and under this unexpected change of circumstances, I con- 
sidered that it was my duty to abandon the enterprise, and re- 
cross the river with the principal part of the army, which I did 
on the night and morning of the 8th of August. The great rea- 
son which induced me to adopt this measure, and which indeed 
was decisive in my mind, was, that the very existence of my 
army depended on opening the communication to Ohio— for 
though success might have attended my arms in the attack on 
Maiden, I should yet liave been left under the same embarrass- 
ment, in having my communication 5th Ohio still closed. In 
addition to these reasons, I had received information that Brit- 
• ish troops had arrived in several vessels from iort Is^rie, as re? 
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lien, had returned to their duty, on a )>iociamation of pardon 
from the comroanding officer. On tlie iJtli of August, the daj I 
recro^scd the river, a detachment was made of six hundred of 
ibe best of tnjr troops* UAder the command of Colonel Miller^ 
ie opc» tbe eenURiiiimtifii to the rirer Bei^ili* Hui deUeli-* 
sie&t mu met» aetr Brownstown^ by « ivpedeur aimlMref tl^ 
eneiof » anil a severe centeat aaraedt aed teniiw«te4 wMb Im«- 
Mr to tbe Americaii aniM« Tbe less on ovr aide waa between 
eighty and ninety killed and wounded. Nothing however but 
glory was acquired by this victory ; the fatigue which had at- 
tended the expedition, the loss of killed and wounded, and a se- 
vere storm, prevented the detachment from proceeding on tiie 
expeditiolu On the 14th of August, I made another attempt to 
epen the communi^&ation. For this purpetet I ordered another 
detachventi lionaieting of the effisctive officers and of Cv^ 
oneU McArthnr and Cats' r^ments. This bodjr wsa dinctod 
to proceed to the river Raisin, a number of miles west of the He- 
troit river, by a circuitous Indian path, to avoid further molesta-* 
tion from tlie enemy. The distance was greater, but it wfMl mj 
only alternative. 

The effort to open tbe commnnication, by the detochmento 
voder Miyor Van4iom and Colonel Miller, proving abortive* 
, nod before the one nndcr Colonel McArttinr nuuxhed, i 
atotedf to some of «j principal officers, that (rem the inibnttiiy 
ijon t had received^ it was evident that the whole force of the 
enemy, of all descriptions^ from the east part of Upper Canada, 
from Michilliinackanack, and from lake Michigan, were pro- 
ceeding to join the forces at Maiden ; that the lake was closed 
against us; that the road which we had opened from Ohio waS 
obstructed by hostile savages, and that no forces firom our coiin** 
try were prepared for its pnotection i that the proviaioAs were 
nearly exhausted, and a snpply covid not be obtalnsd from any 
quarter; fnd that, under these circumstances, I suggested the 
expediency of making a movement of tlie army to the l oot of the 
rapids of the Miama, and there act as circumstances might re- 
quire. The answer to this was, as appears by Colonel Cass* 
testimony, that tlie men, or soldiers, did not think SUfih a mfOfl 
ure necesisary, and if tbe orders were given, tbejr wonld net be 
obeyed. 

. This circumstance I have repeated, to show the materials of 
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mhadk my tmiy wm Mmip(iiitcl» tnd the iMftsolttti «rludi tMvi* 

ed my situation. Had this measure, at that time^ been carried 
into effect, the army probably would have been saved. 

On the 15th of August, the day after McArthui- and Cass 
Marcbed to • the river Raisint the British forces, with tlie militia 
and savaf^etv attehdiiig them, marched from Maiden to Sand- 
wich, oppottjbe to Detroitt wiib Crencral Brook ftt their heait 
His ]etier» demaiiding a wimikder of Dekroit, and my aiftwer^ 
have been nietted. I immediatlj sent an exprees* strongly es- 
corted, to Mc Arthur and i ass, with orders to return with all 
possible expedition to Detroit; stating that General Broik had 
arrived, with the re-enforcements from tort George, &c. &r. &c. 
My situation had now become most critical. The effective 
strengUi of two of mj regimcnta was absent at the river RaisiOi 
for the porpoae of opening tlie eonitta&icatioiiy and gnarding 
necessary snppliesy Intended for my camp. The British troops 
which had composed the garrisons on the east, end of the lake» 
with the re-enforcements from Tarions parts of Upper Canada, 
had arrived, and, togetlier with the force at Maiden, were now 
encamped at Sandwich, opposite to Detroit. Information was 
received, that the Canadian militia were coming upon me from 
every quarter.. How all this force had been brought from sb 
many aeeessarj points of defence to bear upon my army, I 
coald not imagine* What posnble reasons conid hava indaced 
General Brook to draw his troops from the tital part of his pro- 
vince* and leave his tnost important posts exposed to be taken 
by our troops on the Niagara river, was truly mysterious. 
' Could I have supposed that a suspension of hostilities had taken 
place in that quarter, it seems reasonable that it would have 
been onder the condition for the two beligerent parties to have 
beea cmfined to that Isoalion in which they were s^aated at the 
commenoement of the truce. 

By a reforeAce to the preceding nnmbers, it wtii appear, by 
Ike letters from the Secretary nf War to General Dearborn, that^ 
he Wfts commanded by the President to concentrate his troops 
on the Niagara river, invade Upper Canada from that quarter, 
lUtack the enemy's posts, and co-operate with the forces under 
My ooaamand* It will further appear, that he did not carry 
tteae orders into eflfect, but agreed to the armistice which has 
ifen iDeiitl<med» which m*^ hive becm pnanthoonBed hgr the 
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PfiHiideiit, becavge U wis disapproved in tiie most pointed \mn* 

gua^e. My army not being incladed in the meawre, and* af 
has bi'rn obs«.'^^ed, no condition having been made, that the 
troops sliouid remain in the situation they Were, during its con- 
tinuance, the effect it had on my operations is too evident to be 
here repeated ; it must be considered as the priDcipaL and im* 
mediate fatal cavse of the disasters of the campaign. 

After the capttalation, I first learned firem the lips of the 
British commander, the trae state of the case— thiiU the armia^ 
tice of General Dearborn had been eight days in operatioOf and 
that that circumstance alone had enabled him to bring snch E 
force against me. 

Early in the morning of the 16th of August, General Brock 
landed his force at the Spring AYeiis, three miles below Detroit, 
under cover of the guns of his navj. From the date of the tacts 
contained in the two nnmbers I have mentioned, I presume jiw 
must be satisfied, that his elTectiTe force, was more than three, 
times greater than mine, and that he might have bronght to Ins 
standard, more than ten times mv number, before I could have 
rccoived any assistance. This will appear, from the knowledge 
of the numbers which originally composed my army, from the 
losses by captiire. by the killed and wounded in the battles 
which had been fouglit, by sickness and a variety of other casn* 
alties; and likewise from the retnniof the Adjutant General 
Bf i^or Jessup, and the testimony of Colonel Cass. Bdng at 
this time, not only the General of tiie army, but the Qovemour ' 
of the territory, and without instructions, as to the course I 
should pursue, all the measures were entrusted to mj discre- 
tion. Being responsible for the safety of the inhabitants, it be- 
came my duty, if it was possible, to adopt such measures as 
would efiect that object. My situation was such, that there 
was no possibility of affordii^ the inhabitants protection, fur> 
ther than the balls from the cannon in ^e fort could be carried. 
These inhabitants were scattered over a territory of several 
hundred miles. The savages had invaded every part of this ter- 
ritory, and while the contest lasted, there was nothing wliich 
could restrain their barbarity. The work of desolation and 
cmeity had commenced, and nearly half my effective force was 
absent, and from the time it had marched and the orders it had 
received from me, 1 had reason to believe it ur^s nearly Afijf 
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miles distant from me. With the feeble force? under ray com- 
mand, I did not believe there was the most distatit pros- 
pect of success, in the event of a battle ; and had the forces at 
Detroit been defeated, the fate of the detachment under Mc Ar- 
thur and Casa would have been inevitable. From the informa- 
tioD I had receivedy with respect to Geretal Brock^s force* 
there could have been little hope indeed of victory. What was, 
however, decisive on my mind, was my situation, even in a 
possible event of success over his white force. I should have 
then been without pr(»vision9, as will appear, by the evidence 
contained in my twentieth number ; and I had no means of ob> 
taining possession of the enemy's navy, and openinj^ mj com* 
municadon over the lake* It would in this case have become a 
war with'savages, who would have been aided by all the re- 

' maining forces of Upper Canada, and the navy on the lake. In 
addition to the savage force, which was with General Brock, 
I have produced evidence to show that several thousands of this 
description were descending the lakes from the north and from 
the west. Had my army, however, not been divided, and had 
the detachment absent with McArthur and Cass, equal to about 
one half my effective force, been with md, or had I received the 
least information* that it had been in a situation where, by any 
possibility, it could have co-operated, I should liave risked the 
consequences of a battle ; and those officers would have had 
an opportunity of proving by their deeds the valour which has 
been only manifested by their words. 

Under the circumstances which existed after the enemy land- 
ed, and no information having been obtained from McArthur 
and Cass, I determined to send a flag of truce, open a treaty, 
and accept the best terms which could be obtained. For this 
purpose, I authorized two commissioners, Colonels Miller and 
Brush, to negotiate on the sulqect 

By the articles of capitulation, protection and safety were se- 
cured to the inhabitants of Michigan in their persons and pro- 
perty. All the militia, both of Michigan and Ohio, returned 
immediately to their homes, and none were retained as prison- 
ers, excepting the few regulars, consisting then of little over 
two hundred. This measure, under the circumstances, was 
dictated in my opinion by a sense of duty and attended with 

- fess public* calamity then any other which could have been 
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adopted, and I ^as willing to assume, and in my official commu'^ 
nication to the government, took the v hole responsibility of it on 
myself. It required more firmness and independence than anj 
other act of mj iife--it was dictated by my beat judgment aad 
ft conscientioua r^rd to what I believed to be my duty, and 
I now sincerely rejoice) and tfaert never has been a moment tkmt 
I have not rejoiced, notwithatanding aH I ha^e autfertod, that I 
dared thus independently to do my duty. Had that contest 
continued, every moment would have been attended with great- 
er disasters, and I availed of the only measure in my power to 
put an end to such calamities. In the capitulation I made no 
provision for myself, and was ordered to >lontreal an nncondU 
tional prisoner. A provision was made for all the officers and 
soldiers ii the militia^ and they immediately Fetmned to tbeir 
hemes. Colonel Cass, talung advantage of my situation after 
the indulgence I had procured for him, proceeded directly to 
"^^^ashington, where he was most graciously received by the ad- 
ministration, and then presented an account of the campaigni 
before it had been possible for me to have made any communi- 
eation. This Letter, written by himself, giving particular de- 
tails of events, of which he had no knowledge, as lie was absent 
when they took place, was received by the adminirrtratioii and 
imblished as an official account in all the newspapers through- 
out the United States. Search, fellow citizens, the annals of 
history, and, I am persuaded, such an outrage cannot be found ! 
While I was a prisoner, my other officerR, for vihose liberation 
I had provided in the treaty, followed Colonel Cass to Wash- 
ington, and seeing the favours and patronage he had received 
liy his representation, imiuted his eiample, and were not dis* 
appoitited in their rewards. 

From one end of the continent to the other, the same news- 
papers which had published Cass'S letter, vrere filled with e 
series of the most scandalous falsehoods to excite your resent- 
ment against me, and before I was exc!iang<d, and yet a prison- 
er, the />/o/, which is unfolded in my 29th number by the letter 
•of the Secretwy of War to General Dearborn, was sealed for 
my final destruction. ' As soon as General Dearborn could make 
trrangements for my eichange, I was arrested, capital charges 
were preferred against me, and a court martial was ordered to 
asBemble at Philadelphia for my trial, of which Major Genend 
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Wide Hampton was appcnnted the President. In conformity to 
the orders of the President, I appeared, ready for my tt-tal. But 

without any reason being assigned, this court martial was dis- 
':iolved in the manner I have stated. I was continued by liie 
administration a prisoner in arrest another year, that ample 
time might be afibrded for selecting sudi a court maitial, and 
patronizing and promoting officers, who, in their testimony 
wonld give opinions which would effect the object of the plai^ 
which had bmn formed. Alter thus remaining a prisoner for 
this length of time, which I believe is unexampled tn military 
history, and every preparation being made, I was ordered to 
appear at Albany lor my trial the beginning of January, 1014. 
At this court martial I requested the priv ilege of being heard bj 
counsel. The court denied me such aid. In the progress of the 
trial) the opmtant of witnesses were admitted as evidence to 
prove entire charges against me. The character of these wit- 
nesses has been fuUj shewn. They were officers of no mili- 
tary knowledge or experience* and many of them deeply inter- 
ested in the event of the trial* and had nothing to recpmmend 
them but the patronage and promotion they had received imme- 
diately after my unfortunate campaign, but previously to their 
appearing to testify against me. 

The court martial of which General Dearborn was President, 
was selected the 7th day of November, 1813* during the admin- 
istration of John Armstrong over the Department of War, and 
this court was not dissolved until the last of Bfarch* or the be- 
l^nning of April* 1814. Thus was established a new military 
precedent* and it must be recorded in the history of our coun- 
try, that the commander-in-chief of the American army, at a 
most critical period of the war, "Tor about four months, rclin- 
quished his high duties as commanding General, and performed 
subordinate duties on a court martial, to which the youngest > 
General in the army was competent. The question will natu- 
rally arise* what motives could have induced so unprecedented 
an arrangement f A constant correspondence was kept up be* 
tween ^e court martial and the secretary of War* and direo* 
tions were given respecting the manner of proceeding. See A|^ 
pendix to my trial, page 29. In some of the public newspapers, 
it is said I am ungrateful for the lenity which Mr. Madison, the 
President* has shown me. As i never asked him or tlie court 
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tturtuil for mere/f but onlj for josticey I cinnot feel mider 9Af 
obligations to either. The truth it, fellow citlzMiSy the admm^ 
btration well know year independent spirit and sense of right, 

and dared not execute that sentence, which injustice had prd- 
nounced. The Secretary was the same John Armstrong, who 
has the reputation of having commenced his career at Newbury, 
in 1783v and ended it at BladeDsbmg, in 1814 ! The two 
events here alluded lo» are well known^ and must make a part 
of the history of our countrj. The one will do the highest cred- 
it to the virtue and unshaken patriotisni of the revolntionafjr 
armj,* in resisting a most artful and insidious attempt to induc# 
them to turn those arms against their country which had been 
employed in acquiring its independence. The other must stand 
as a monument of disgrace to those to whom the protection of 
the country was entrusted, and particularly to the officer at the 
head of the Department of War, at whose disposal was placed 
the forces and means of national safety. 

After I received the order to invade the enemy's territoiyf all 
the operations were entrusted to my discretion. This discretion 
was exercised according to my best judgment. The dictates of 
duty alone influenced my conduct. Had I consulted my feel- 
ings alone, and not been guided by this principle, I should have 
pursued a very different course. To perform what I then be- 
lieved and now believe to have been my duty* it was necessary 
to call into exercise more firmness and more eneigy, than oa 
any other occasion during my life. ^ If it will be any satiafactioA 
to my enemies^ I am now willing to'>icknowledge» that I dare 
not do that which my best judgment acd duty forbid. Consid- 
erations of personal fame, compared to duty, where as a feather 
in one scale to a mountain in the other. 

My respect, fellow citizens, for your discernment and judg- 
ment» induces me to leave the application of the facts and evi- 
dence, contained in the preceding numbers, to your own delib« 
orations ; with my sincere thanks for the candour which has 
been already manifested» 

1 amy 

With affection and respect, 
Your kliow citizen, 
Ipwicnt July ^J^thf 1S£4.. W iLiLlAM HULL. 
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No. XXXIII. 

A SERIES of papers published in the American Statesman,? 
hy the son of General DearbornV in defence of his father* in an* 
swer to the memoirs I have addressed to you on the suliject of 
the north western campaign, in 1812, renders it a duty which I 

owe to myself, to you and to truth, lOimake a reply. Filial 
affection is justly ranked among the amiable virtues, and when- 
ever it is properly manifested, excites both esteem and admira- 
tion. Under feelings properly tempered, the son, would have 
reason to expect your sympathies, which would not only have 
been enlisted, but deeply interested in favour of the attempt 
Had cooly dispasnonate reason been substituted in the place of 
▼iolent declamation, and candid inquiry after truth been evinced, 
instead of a spirit of abuse and malignity, he probably would 
have realised the feelings i have described. 

It is among the other misfortunes of my life, that T have now 
no son on whom to rest for support in my declining years. In 
the memorable battle of Bridgewater, in 1814, my only son, in 
his ardour to perform his duty, advanced at the head of is 
company to the most dangerous part of the aangulnary field, 
where he fell, covered with wounds and surrounded by the prin- 
cipal part of his brave men, bleeding by hb side. Alone and « 
unassisted by any thing but truth, and the candour and patience 
you have manifested to obtain it, I am prepared to meet both 
fatlier and son, before the tribunal of my fellow citizens to 
which I have made my ajj|ieal. The day may arrive, when this . 
ardent young man will deeply regret the wanton and abusive 
language with which he has assailed me, and for the present, I 
am witting to forgive lum on account of his laudable effi»rt to 
discharge a filial duty. 

My reply will be confined principally to the plan of the cam- 
paign, as stated in young Genend Deartioro'i defence^ his 
father — The orders which Creneral Dearborn received, and his 
duty to have co-operated with my^army — ^The armistice to which 
he agreed with Sir George Prevost and General Brock'8 letter 
to i -eneraJ Van Rensalaer respectins: it — The forces under ray 
c49Sffland«Bd those uqder Ui« conunaAd oi G^eral Jkofiib^ 
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The testimony of Colonel Snelling and otiiers, and mf iMktt^ j 
to the Secretary of War. It appears from this defence, that , 
before General Dearborn left Washington in the spring of 1812, f 
a plan of the anticipated campaign against the Canadas, was 
submitted to the Secretary of War by hiui) in which he recom- 
mended, that one army should advance upon Montreal^ by thi^ 
yntj of lake ChampEaiu* while three others should enter itfiQy| 
Canada from Sackett's Harbour, Niagara and Detroit*— KtB^^: 
fellow citi^nsv you have for your own intbrmationi and for the ; 
use of the future historian, the plan of the campaign of 161S« 
Although I was appointed to the command of one of the three 
Urmies, yet this plan was never cofumunicated to me by the ad- , 
ministratLOQ or by General Dearborn, and 1 received no know- p- 
ledge of it» until I read the President's message to Congress, af- 
ter the campaign ended^ in which it was partially stated^ '"^k 
when it was afterwards more fully unfolded by the pubiicatiMK^;. 
in defence of General Dearborn. The plan of the campaign ^ 
being formed by General Dearborn, he must have had a perfect i 
knowledge of it, and he being the commanding General of our y 
armies, it becnme his duty to make arrangements for its execu- - 
tion, especially as the troops designed for the formation of two 
of the armieSy one at Niagara and the other at Sackett's Har- 
bour were under his controul and sulgect to his commattd^ jt 
Hiis would have been his duty, even without special orders on iv 
the sutgect Notwithstanding this, young General Dearbimf if 
states that his fether made no arrangements to form these two r 
divisions of the army at Niagara and Sackett's Harbour, until 
the 2Gth July, and assigns this reason,"— that he had not receiv- r 
ed orders for the purpose. I believe you wUI be satisfied, aa /. 
he formed the plan of this campaign^was the commanding>|' 
CteneraU and the troops which were to compose these difiaiaD8^;f^ 
Ivere sulject to his controul and indeed under his oettmiAiidf 
that it would have been his duty to have given orders for i ^ 
execution of the plan he had designed. Individuals witlMat 
military knowledge experience, from common observation, r 
I think must accord with the opinion I liave expressed. Among 
military men, I am confident there can be but one opinion on 
ihis subject. Whatever opinion may have been formed, I shall 
now show that he had orders from the war department mi tlun 
mlHect as eaiij as the setfaJune^ eight jinys after iMrwatde* 
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tiat^d, auii while my army was labouring in the wilderness and 
had received no intelligence, of its declaration. The following 
is a letter iroin the Secretary of War to General Dearborn, 
dated 

War Dtpartmenif Si&ih Jum, 

filR^flavlii^ made the necessary arrangements for the de^ 

fence of the sea- board, it is the wish of the President, that you 
should repair to Albany and prepare the force to be collected at 
that place, for actual service. It is understood, that being pos- 
sessed of a full view of the intentions of government) and being 
also acquainted with the dispositioii of the force under your 
commandt you will take your own time and give the necessary 
orders to the officers on the sea^coast 

It is altogether uncertain at what time General Hull may 
deetn it expedient to commence offensive operations. , The pre- 
paratiotis. it is presumed will be made, to move in a direction 
for Niagara, Kingston, and Montreal. On your arrival at Al- 
bany, you will be able to form an opinion of the time required 
in prepare the troops for action* 

Maj. Gen. H. DaaRBoiuf, 

By this letter, General Dearborn was directed to repair to 
Albany, and prepare the fbrce to be collected at that place for 

What was the actual service for which the force 

was to be prepared i War against Great Britain had been de- 
clared. The commanding General of our armies had formed a 
plan of the campaign which had been approved by the adminis- 
tration. This plan was, that besides my army, three others ' 
were to be formed to move against fa» British posts on theNia* 
l^iura, against Kingston and Montreal—and by this letter the 
General wis ordered to Allumy, to prepare the force for aehuA 
service. Is it possible that General Dearborn could haye mis- 
understood tliis language r Could this actual service have been 
any otlier service than the execution of the plan which the Gen- 
eral himself had planned P It requires nothing more than com- 
mon understanding to answer this question. The order must 
baye been as plain to him, as if an order to this effect had been 
jgniet^** Yon at^i commanded to order a sufficient force to the 
Niagara end invade tiiat part of Upper Canada as soon as Gen- 
eral. Ii»ll cmnmuieet offisnaiTe operations from Detniii. Yott. 
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art likewite comnuided to order anolW foree to Sackett^g 

Harbour to keep in check the troops at Kingston and prevent 
them from re-eufoicing the posts on the Niagara." The next 
sentence of this letter of the 26th June, seems to remove aU 
doubt with respect to the construction of it. 

General Dearborn is told that he is possessed of a JuB vkm 
of the intenttons of the government* and also that he U aeftuAH' 
ed wUh th$ dUfoHHen <f the force under hie eommand. The 
time and manner of eiecuting this part of his doty is then left 
to his discretion. Had there been a possibility, of doubt with 
respect to its true meaning and intention, (he concluding para- 
graph rendered it as plain, as though it had been in the words 
I have substituted above. The Secretary tells him that it is 
uncertain at what time General Hull may deem it expedient to 
commence offensive operations—^He then says, that General 
Dearborn's preparations will be made to move in a direction for 
Niagara* Kinn^stoni and Montreal. Does not this clearly and 
distinctly express to him the inteniien of the goTermn'ent, to 
form two of tiie divisions of the forces under l>is command, one 
for the Niagara and the other for Sackett's Harbour, to move 
against Kingston, a<^reeably to his own plan of the cannpaign? 
The words of the letter are, The preparations it is presumed 
will be made to move in a direction for Niagara, Kingston, and 
Montreal." 

Thvs you see, fellow citizens, that General Dearborn was op* 
dered by the Secretary of War, to make preparations to move 
in a direction for Niagara apd Kingston as early as the of 

June. I now ask you what authority his son liad to say, that 
his father had no orders with respect to the troops at Niagara, 
for the purpose of co operating with me, or to move in a direc- 
tion for Kii^ton and Montreal until the 26th July, a month af- 
terwards* Yonng General Dearborn then recites his father^ 
letters, written from Albany, to show the manner in which he 
obeyed his orders. 

One to General Van Rensselaer, dated Sd of August, 1812, 
directing him to keep up a correspondence with me. 

One to Govcrhour Tompkins, dated 6th August — ^requesting 
him to order into service two thousand six hundred of the de- 
tached militia of the State : — one thousand to join the troops at 
Ni^;^:**«i;ht hundred to join these at Sackett's Harbour, 
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&c.--one of the 8th of August to Major MuUany, directing: hrk 
to march to Niagara with recruits under his command. One to 
Colonel Fenwickt of the 8th of August, directing him to pryr 
C0ed to {Niagara with two companies of infantry and there take 
the commaiid of the artillery, &c. i 

One to Colonel Macomb to prepare cannon, iuc* for Coknf 1 
Feilwick, &c. 

One to the Goyernour of Pennsylvania, dated Augnst ISth, 

requesting him to order two tliousand militia to be marched to 
Niagara. 

Thus, fellow citizens, you are furnished by the son of Gener- 
al Dearborn with documents* to show tlie manner in which hU 
lather obeyed his orders and falfilled the expectations of goT-» 
ernment* I have only, you perceive, referred to the docnmentSt 
•They are published in extenso^ in the defence prepared by the 
'SOU, and which may be seen in the ^'American Statesman*' dddi** 
July, 1824. By these documents it appears, that General Dear- 
bom did not commence giving orders and making arrangements 
for forming an army at Niagara, until the 3d of August. His 
orders were continued on the 6th, 8th, and 13th of the same 
month, and the principal force was ordered on the 6th, 8th, and 
IStlu I now ask yon to examine the letter of the Secretary of 
War of the 26th of June, above recited, and compare it with 
Ihe documents as furnished by the son of General Dearborn, and 
you will perceive, that it was nearly forty days from the date 
of that letter before he even gave orders for the preparations at 
Niagara, to invade Upper Canada and co-operate with me, and 
a month after I had crossed the Detroit river and commenced 
offeosfve operations. In my memoirs you will find recited a 
number of other letters of the Secretary of War ito General 
Dearborn from the 86th of June to the time he made the armis- 
tice, directing him to attack the enemy's posts, co-operate with 
my army in the invasion of Upper Canada, and only make a 
feint against Montreal. 

When, fellow citizens, you consider that this plan of the 
campaign of invading Upper Canada from Detroit, Niagara, and 
Sackett's Harbour, was made by General Dearborn himself and 
approved by the administration. — ^That as early as the S6th o£ 
Jnnts only eight days after the declaration of war, the Secretary 
of War wroti^ to Oeneral Dearborn^ that he -should prepare the 
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fcrc€ for actual service, and stated that it was undcrsiooii, that 
he was posstsstd of ci full view of tJie intent ionfi of sc' vcrmHent^ 
' and acquainted with the disposition of the force under his com- 
mand; and when he perfectly well knew that I was on mj 
marcb to Detroit, and was to commence offensive operiluiiis as 
soon as possifeia after mj arrival, and that his prapmlioiis 
would be made to move in a direction for Niagtra* Kii^ptont 
I sgain ask yom whedier his remaining idle and inactive^ 
and not even having given anj orders for making preparations 
at Niagara, &c. for so long a time, was not a disobedience of 
l>oth the letter and spirit of the orders which were given on the 
26th June, and from that time continued, until be agreed to the 
arraiaticey bj which he disqualified himself from making use of 
the forces in making diversions in the enemj^s countij, attack- 
ing their posts* olr cooperating with me in anj manner what- 
4?er» 

From General Dearborn's conference with Oovemoor Tomp- 
kins, and from his letter to the Governour of Pennsylvania, pub- 
lished by his son, it appears that he was authorized bj the Pres- 
dent, to call for as many militia as he deemed necessary, to 
Ibrm tlie armies at Niagara and Sackett's Harbour, for the in- 
iraston of Upper Canada; and it b well known, being the cos^ 
mandii^ General, all the regnlar troops in the northeni part of 
the United States were at his disposal, and sabject to his com- 
mand. 

In cases where General Dearborn's orders were discretiona- 
ry, he would be governed by his own judgment, and was only 
responsible for the manner in which it was exercised. Admit- 
ting he had been vested with discretionary powers dUogUlmy I 
believe you must be satisfied, that under the circamataneaa 
trhich existed, nottiii^ conld have jnstified his delay and osgleet 
in giving ofders for the execution for the plan of tiie campaign 
which had been planned by himself. But tiiis was not the case ; 
and ample proof has been exhibited, both in my memoirs, and 
in this reply, that as early as the 2Gtli of June, and at different 
times, to the period wnen he agreed to act only on tlie defen- 
aive, he was ordered to prepare an army at Niagara to co-oper- 
ate vnth me, as also at the other posts for the conquest of Up- 
per Canada. 
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1 think with propriety, fellow citizens, T may now ask youj 
who has made the rash and unfounded declarations which ihig 
son of General Dearborn has with ao much mali^ity imputed 
to me ? AU hia aenailMltties appear f» have been excited, and 
all the powers ef his mind called into exercise with « desire to 
make you Velieve that his &ther had no connexion with th*» two 
armies, which by his own plan were to be formed, to co-operate 
with mine in the invasion of Upper Canada, until the 26th of 
July. The investigation I am now considering, is highly im- 
portant, both as it respects myself and General Dearborn. If 
ft can be shewn that neither from his rank nor the instructions 
he received^ it became his dutj to have given orders for the 
fi>nnation of the two armies which were to co-operate witii 
mine and for the InTasion of Upper Canada bekyw, nntil the 
S6th Jnljt vnA that after that period he made nse of all the 
means with wliich the administration had furnished him, in 
making the necessary preparations, I will very cheerfully say, I 
have accused him wrongfully, and will make any acknowledg- 
ments which the propriety of the case and justice to him may 
leqiiire. At present, howeveri I am satisfied that I have not, 
and I continue the same accusation against him, that it was his 
dttty, under his commission and the orders of the d6th of June, 
to have made those preparations) which it fully appears he ne- 
glected to dod-i' Again, fellow citizens, I ask you attentively to 
read this letter of the 26lli June and compare it at the same 
time with the plan of the campaign which has been published by 
the son of General Dearborn and of which his father had a most 
perfect knowledge, as he formed it himself. When you have 
done this* I shall be satisfied with the r2sult of your inquiry. 

There is another point of vieWf in which justice seems to re»' 
quire, that this subject should be oonndered. I will here stafe 
some principles and facts, in which there will be no disagree- 
ment. Those entrusted with the government of a nation never 
ought to declare war, until suitable preparations are made. Al- 
though in time of peace, a nation ought to be prepared, at least 
for defensive war, yet whether prepared or not, when war is 
declared against it, the event must be met* For the dtdaraUon 
of mAowever^ without suitable preparatiout there can be no 
muse. If Ctoeral Dearborn can show that the war of 1812 
agsinst Great Britain, was declaned without suitable preparai^ 
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tion. or that for want of orders^ it was not bis dutv to make the 
pr rparations for co-operation in Upper Canada^ or for tke want 
of ineAns, it wai not in his power to make mdi prepantioiia, in 
either of those casfs* the Matte mast rest on the admiiU8tralion> 
tills ranit be o^yions, because it was the dnty of the tdninii* 
tration, who had recommended the declaration ef wir and had 
adopted a plan of operations, to have given timely orders and 
to have furnished the nccpssarj means for making such prepar- 
tions. Certainly the fault could not have rested on me, be- 
cause, by the plan of tlie canipai|;n9 formed as has before been 
described, three armies were to be provided for the invasion of 
Upper Canada and none but mine was ever bninght into <ipera'» 
tion. If mj army were sufficient for this object, it was eer* 
tainly a great filult in the administration, to orderthiiee araiie% 
when three times the expense would be incurred. My object 
is to show, that the rlisasters (if the campaign ought not to be at- 
tributed to me. No one will believeit was in my power to con- 
quer, with one army, a country for which the administration 
had assigned three. It was then either the fault of the adminis* 
tration or of General Dearborn. Believing I shall satisfy yod 
that I faithfully did my duty, it is not material to me, whether 
the fault rests on Gtenerkl Dearborn or on the adnunistraf- 
tion. 

Had this defence of young General Dearborn rested on the 
ground, that war was declared without suitable preparation — or 
on the neglect of the administration, in not communicating 
timely instructions to his father, or had it been shewn that ne- 
cessary means wer6 not furnished, it is possible the effort which 
has been made to shield Oeneral Dearborn, would have been 
crowned with ihore success. With a ohivalrons spirit the 
young General has adventured into the field and has not only 
become the advocate of his father but of the administration. It 
is well known, fellow citizens, that the author of this defence 
received and has enjoyed for more than twelve years, one of the 
most lucrative offices in its gift, the salary and emoluments 
from which during that time, cannot have been much less than 
one hundred thousand dollars. \ desire to retain so valuable 
an office, or if he pleases, gratitude to his benefactors, must 
have produced a severe and conflictini^. straggle, with the dis« 
diarge of ilial duty. As a laige portion of tibia defanee cob* 
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tists of a republication of my trial, and as lie has studiously iu- 
trotluced t!\e names of the members of the court martial, it must 
be evid^at that he do^ not coasider tliat you have any right to 
exaauntfor yourtdYet the pi'oceedings of that trial» but that 
iht aentenee of the court martial ought to be coi^idered aa final* 
Had tliia wit heep the caaeihia defence xtwld h^ve been addreir 
sed to the same tribwial to which 1 appealed. The difficulty was, 
he well knew* ^at yoa would not be wilting to appoint General 
Dearborn, President of that tribunal, on which you are to sit in 
judgment. He was doubtless also influenced by similar motived 
to those expressed in the letter of the Secretary of War to hit 
fatber« which ia recited in the £9th number of my memoirsy 
where, in his verj emphatic language he says, that ''so long 98 
you (that ia General Dearborn) enjoy the confidence of the gov- 
A*nment9 the elamours of the discontented should not be re* 
gtt^ed.'' 

In my next number 1 shall reply to young General Dearborn, 
on the subject of the arn^istice. 



No. XXXIV, 

It is stated in the defence of General Dearborn, that no troops 
or military supplies were sent to the relief of Fort Maiden, dur- 
ing the temporary armtsticor— That General Brock had no 
knowledge of it» until he returned to Fort Geoi^ and that so 
fiir from neglecting the situation of General Hull* every precau- 
tion waa taken by General Dearbom* to render the arrange- 
ment, not only not injurious, but advantageous to him. It is 
very desirable to present to you, a certified copy of the Armis- 
tice, entered into on the 8th of August by General Dearborn on 
one part, and by Sir George Prevost on the other. The son of 
Cteneral Dearborn says, it was entered into on the 9th of Au- 
gustH-but 1 find he haa published. a letter from General Vaa 
Rensselaer to General Dearbom« in which he acknowledges the 
receipt of General Dearbom^s letter of the 8th of Augustt en- 
jpl^sing the ymj agreement for an armistice* The letter rsr 
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forred to, is published by young General Dearborn in the " A' 
nerican'Statesmaii" of the 29th of July* 1824. This prove* 
tbat it was made at least as early » the 8th of August I re^ 
ally hoped he would have published a copy of it, in his defence 

of his father. I have applied to the offices of the ^rctary «f 
War, and likewise of State, and the original cannot be loiind OH 
rec .rd or on file in cither of those ofiBces. I likew ise applied to 
Governor Eustis, who was Sucre tary of War at that time, 
who declared that it was received at the War Office and placed 
on the file or recorded. Who has taken it from the office, I 
know not. The son of General Dearborn has howover publish- 
ed two letters explanatory of it, one to the Secretary of War 
and one to me, for which I ought to express my obligations i» 
him, as the information they contain, will be highly useful is 
the investigation of the subject. When I wrote my memoirs, f 
only had the explanation of it, as contained in a letter of the 
Secretary of War to me, and likewise in another letter from the 
Secretary to General Dearborn. I will now copy both of the 
letters which the son has been so kind as to furnish, and I should 
. bave been under greater obUgalions, if he bad furnished an aiK 
fhenticated copy of the original instrument itself. ' Were we 
possessed of it, the true interest and meaning of the armistice 
might be better undeibtood. The letters referred to are as ftl* 
low. . 

Letter from General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, inform' 
ing him of the temporary armistice. 

" ffiMid Quarters^ BmmBushj Aug, Sth^ I8f t» 

SIR, — Colonel BayneSy Adjutant General of the British army 
in Canadat has this day arrived at tbia place» in the character 
of aFlagofTruce^ with despatches from the Britisb gomn- 
menty through Mr. Fester,* which I have enclosed to the Sec- 
retary. Colonel Baynes was likewise the bearer of despatches 
from Sir George Prevost, which is herewith enclosed. Although 
I do not consider myself authorized to agree to a cessation of 
arms, I concluded that i might with perfect safety, agree that 
our troops should act merely on the defensive, until I could re- 
cfeiTe directions from my government; but as I could not in* 

* Lite Minister of Great BritaiD^ then at Ualif|a. 
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« * 

elude General Hnll in inch an^arrangement, he baving reeeiTed 

his orders directly from the department of war, I agreed to 
write to him, and slate the proposition made to me, and have 
proposed, his confining liimself to defensive measures, if his 
ordersy and the circumstances of affairs with him, would justify 
it. Colonel Baynes has written similar orders to the Britisl^ 
officers in Upper Canada^ and I have forwarded them, to our 
commanders of postey to Be by them transmitted to the British 
commanders. ^- * 

I consider the agreement as faTourable at this period, for we 
could not act olVensivc ly, except aL Detroit, for some time, and 
there it will not probably have any effect on General Hull or ^ 
his movements, and we shall not be prepared to act offensively 
in this quarter, before jou will have time to give me orders for 
continuing on the defensive or act otherwise. 

We shall lose no time, t>r advantage, by the agreement, but 
rather gain time without any risk. It is mutaally nnderstood, 
&at all preparatory measures may proceed, and that no obstruc- 
tions are to be attempted, on either side, to the passage of 
stores, to the frontier posts ; but if General Hull should not 
tliink it advisable to confine himself to mere defensive opera- 
tions, the passage of military stores to Detroit, will not be con- 
sidered as embraced in the agreement last noticed. 

CoL fiaynes informs me» that a party of British troops aad 
Indiansy had taken poasession of MichitimaekaiMlGk» and that 
oar garrison were prisoners. I made no particular inqnlry as 
to the circumstances, as 1 entertain some doubts as to the fact. 
I have no expectation that tHe government will consent to a 
cessation of hostilities, on the strength of the communication 
forwarded by Mr. Foster; but all circumstances considered, it 
may be well to avail ourselves of the occasion, until we are bet- 
ter prepared for acting with effect | at all events* we can lose 
nothing by the arrangement, I have consented tO| it being ex- 
plicitly understood, that my government will not be under any - 
obligation to agree to it, unless the despatches from the British 
government should be such, as to induce the President to pro- 
pose an armistice, as preparatory for negotiations tor peace. I 
informed Colonel Baynes, that our government would readily 
meet any such overture from Great Britain, as deariy indicate 
cd a diapositimi for making peace on satiafiictory terms; butaf- 
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ier what bad occurred, in relation to the adjustment with Mr. 
£rskine, it could not be expected that any other than the moit 
explicit and authentic directions to their sgent in this conntrji ^ 
^pould produce any change in our measures. It is evident that 
m war with the United States is very unpopular in Canada^^ 
Colonel Baynes arrived at our frontier post, at Plattsburg, and 
was condiicted to this place by Major Clark, an officer in the 
detached militia of this State, he returned tbis day with the same 

X am, Sir, &c. 

H. DEARBORN.^ 

Iietter from General Dearborn to General Hull, announcing tke 

temporary armistice. 

**Head Quarters^ Grembush^ •^vg, 9M, 1812, 

• SIR, — Having received from Sir George Frevost, Goveriicuir 
General, and commnder of the Britisli forces in Upper and 
Lower Canada, despatches from the British gtovemmentvsaid to 
be of a conciliatory nature, which I have forwarded to WashinigT 
ton, and a letter from Sir George Prevost to me, by his Mjut 
tant General, Colonel Bayne8, proposing a cessation of hostili- 
ties on the frontiers ; I have so far agreed to his proposals as to 
consent thnt no olfensivt* operations shall be atte*npted on our 
part, until 1 have received further instructions from our govern- 
ment s but a^ you received your orders directly from the der 
partaent of war, i could not ^ee to extend the principle to 
jour command, but I agreed to write to you, and 9tate the ^en* 
oral facts; and propose to you, ifconcurrenoe in the mea^res, 
if your orders and situation would admit of it; of course you 
will act in conformity with what lias been agreed upon, in re- 
spect to the other posts on the frontiers, if not incompatable 
with your orders, or the arrangements made under them^ or thf 
circumstances under which this letter reaches you. Any prpw 
IHirations for ofensire operatinns may \f% cQp^iutt^ and wkmt^ 
it is agreed to suspend any oStesive operation no ehatiCilci , 
are to be opposed to the transportation of military stores. In 
all cases where offensive operations ce^se, by virtue of the afore- 
mentioned agreement, four entire days are to be allowed, after 
either party shall revoke their orders, before any offensive oper- 
ations sMi cemiA«uc§« A letter jtron^ (^oto^tf ^»ffU9»9 to tto 
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MiittiBdiag officer tt AtiilMntlnii||;« ha^ been forwwM by m 
fo the coiBmaiuliiii^ officer at Niagara^ to be bjr htm transraitted 
to Detroit. The remoral of any troopg from Nia^at a to De^ 

troit, while the present agreement continues, would be impro- 
per, and incompatible with the true interest of the agreement 
I have made no arrangement tlii^t should have anj effect upon 
your command contrary to your own judgment. 

I am, &c* 

H. DEARBORN.'' 

The publication of the letter above recited addressed to me^ 
b the first knowiedfi^ I ever had of it It never was received 
by me.— Without any other feeling than a desire for truth, I 
will examine these letters with all due caution, and give them 
no other construction, than such as is obviously to be inferred 
from the language with which they are clothed. Here is pre- 
tented by the son of General Dearborn, his father's own letters, 
aplaaatory of his temporary armistice^ as it is called by him. He 
does not present the agreement itself* for reasons which I shall 
not prertend to conjecture. If it were as favourable to his father) 
as the explanation given of it in these letters, I am sure you will 
believe it would not have been withheld. I will now consider, 
what it appears to have been by these letters. Colonel Baynes, 
the Adjutant General of the British army, came to General 
Dearbom^s head iinarters* with a proposition from Sir George 
Avvost. The General says, in his letter to the Secretary of 
War, ^'althongH ^ ^ n<>t consider myself authorized to agree to 
a cessatioii of arms, I concluded I might with perfect safety 
agree, that our troops should act merely on the defensive."— 
These are the very words he makes use of There is not one 
word in his letter to the government, by which it can even be in- 
ferred, that there was any agreement on the part of the British 
Adjutant General^ that the British troops opposite to ours, should 
Iflccwise act only on the defensive. G^eneral Brock* with all the 
forces of Upper Canada^ was left at perfect liberty to march of- 
imsively against the forces I commanded. General Dearborn 
agreed to write to me, that I might act on the defensive only, if 
I thought proper. And it seems to have been virtually under- 
stood, that the British commander. General Brock, might also 
act only on the defensive^ if he tlioug^t proper. These discre- 
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fmuj pvwen aHuetr to 4iave been vested bolli in OenAvt 
Brock and myself witbout anj special authority, eithei; Irnn. tht 
firitish Adjatant General or from General Deartmm. Thus it 
seems, by General Dearborn's ewn letters, that General Brock 

was at liberty to march all the forces of Upper Canada, and in- 
vade our country, by his attack on me, while General Dearborn 
bepame pledged, by his armistice, to confine himself to his 
postf where he was then sitaated, and could not cross tbe Nia- 
river, to take possesnon <tf fort Erie or fort Geotge, ai* 
thoQgli tiiey were left in a perfecil j defenceless condition, with- 
mit violating his own agreement. It must be seen, that so long 
as we are deprived of the original agreement for this temporary 
armistice, that I have no other mode of explaining it, than by 
the information which General Dearborn has given in his letters 
explanatory of it If it contains any thing more or any thing 
different from what has been or may be explained, let a copy of 
the original instrument be produced. General Bearbora in hm 
letter to tike Secretary of War, says, **that he did not consider 
himself antiiorized to agree to a cessation of hostilities,'' and in 
another part of his letter he says, ^*that he has no expectation 
that his government will consent to a cessation of hostilities 
on tlje strength of the communications which he had forwarded 
to the Secretary of State on the subject-'^ But nevertbeiess, hi 
agreed to act only on the defensive. 

As it does not appear by the above letters, to have been stip- 
ulated, tliat the Brltisb were to act only on the de&nttve» I ask 
whether such a construction can be inferred from the terms 
contained in those letters ? According to tiie common meaning 
and acceptation of language, it cannot. It is proper to construe 
this instrument, as it actually was, and not as it ought to bave 
been. 

In the letter which he says he wrote to me^ he gives the same 
account, that he had agreed to act «nltf an the d^frnehe^ whkh 
is contained in the one to tbe Secretary of War. He furtk^ 
says in his letter to me, that *^ the removal of any troops frem 

l^iagaia to Detroit while the agreement continued, wonld be 
improper and incompatible with the true intent of the agree- 
ment" This is his own construction, but there is nothing con- 
tained in the letters referred to, as far as I can comprehend . 
them, which will justify sucii a constfrnctiaB. It is certain, Sir 

m 
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€feoi^ Frewwt did noliNit ihis constnictio& to the agreement, iQr 
it appears by Geaeral Dearborn's letter ti> General Van Rensge- 
laer, dated twelve days after it was niade^ and while it was in 
fuli force, that he refers to detachments which had been sent 
from Niagara to Detroit, and General Van Rensselaer was or- 
dered to prepare, to take advantage of their reduced force* as soon 
as there should be orders to act offisnaivelj. And no evidence 
lias been oltered» to show, that this removal of the troope from 
Niagara to Detrmt, was ever complained of by General Dear- 
born, as a violation of the armistice. 

This then was the temporary armistice, which General Dear- 
born agreed to, as appears by his own letters, and although not 
authorized to agree to an armistice, and having stated to the 
Secretary of War« that he had no expectation that the govern* 
ment wonld consent to a cessation of hostilities, on the strength 
•f the commnnication forwarded by Mr* Foster," yet he did 
ag;ree that his troops shoald act only on the defensive, regard- 
less of my situation, and leaving me to be exposed to the united 
forces from Niagara and at Maiden. 

Was it possible for him to have made an arrangement more 
fatal to me r How long did this temporary armistice continue ? 
— A letter from General Van Rensselaer, dated at Lewistown^ 
to General Dearborn, acknowledges the receipt of General Deac- 
bom's letter of the 8th of August, enclosing the armistice^ so 
tiiat it must have been as early as the Bth of August This let- 
ter is published by the son of General Dearborn. By a letter 
which he has also published in the same paper, from General 
Brock to General Van Rensselaer, dated the 25th August, 1812, 
— General Van Rensselaer is informed, that General Brock dis- 
patched an express to Amherstburg, the day before, giving infor- 
mation of the armistice. By this letter it appears, that the ar^ 
mistice must have been in operation, at least from the 8th to ths 
25th of August, when if we suppose the armistice to have end- 
ed, which was not the case, however, and four days being al- 
loiwed thereafter, for notice to have been given of its termina- 
tion, the period of its operation would then have amounted to 
twenty-one days. During all this period. General Brock had it 
in his power, with all his forces of every description, to come 

igainst moi while the whole Anmiicaa forces on the £<iag^ 

S4 
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river, were confined to our territorj, under the armistice of 
their comniandinjs; General. 

In answer to young Gen. Dearborn's round assertion, tliat 
at this time, no troops left Niagra for Maiden, I will recite the 
letter of hit Father to Gen. Van RenMelaer, dated the 20th of 
AugQBt It is in these words— •* es it n believed a detachment 
has been made from the British force at Niagra» to re-enforce the 
garfiso* at Maiden, it wiP be necessarj to be as well prepared as 
possible, to take advantage of the reduced force in your front, as 
soon as there shall be orders to act offensively.-^ — In his let- 
ter likewise to the Secretary of War of the 7th of August, Gen- 
eral Dearborn states the movement of the British troops from 
Niagara to Detroit. This was one day only, before he agreed 
to the armisticey in anticipation of whicht there can be no dkiubtt 
this detachment of the Mtish, took adTantage of ihe contem- 
plated temporary cessation of hostilities* This testimony the 
young General Dearborn has famished, as will be foond, by re- 
ference to the defence of his father and expressed, in a letter of 
which the following is a copy, of so much as relates to that part 
of the sulject 

Letter to the Secretary of War* 

. **Head Quarter 9^ Greenbuah^ August 7, 1812* 

SIR««— I haye been hononrsd with jonr letters ni the 86tfa» 
srtii and 89th «lt.«Bd 1st and 5th inst I have been making 

arrangements with €k>Temoar Tompkins for having re-enforce- 
ments sent to Niagara, Ogdensburg and Plattsburg. I trust 
they will be moved soob ; but too late, I fear, to make the di- 
version in favour of General Hull, which is so desirable. 

^< I have ordered Lieutenant Colonel Fen wick, with two com- 
panies of Simond's regiment» two 18^ and two 12 pounders» 
t0 moTonfi the Mohawk to Utica* where the roads part« wldck 
lead to Niagara and Sackett's Harbour. 

^ I shall order a detachment of light artillery, and the infttt- 
try, with the heavy pieces, a quantity of ammunition, intrench- 
ing tools, and other articles, to proceed to Niagara. — The whole, 
except the light artillery, will go by water from fort Schuyler. 
I wrote to the commandmg officers at Niagara and Sackett'i 
Harbonri conW^ntiaUjTi to let H be known they had recoiTed 
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iBli»n%0nfiek ikni Ivge le-enforcemeaftB of refoiariaBd wUHw 
were on thmr march to join them : I endoted a letter to each ef 
ttera to that effect It is said, that a detachment has been sent 

from Nigara* by land, to Di'troit ; if so, I sliould presume, be- 
fore they can march two hundred and fifty miles, General Hull 
will receive notice of their approach, aufi in seASOft to cut thein 
dl' before thejF reach fort MaldeD." 

Here then we have the testimony of General Dearborn him- 
self, that on the 7th of August, a detachment of British troops 
had marched from Niagara to re-enforce the troops at Maiden j 
and on the 20th of August, General Van Rensselaer was inform - 
ed, that a detachment had marched from the same place.* 
Bither then there were two^ detachments of the British which 
moyed forward to Detroit, as referred to hj General Dearborn 
on the 7th August to tiie Secretary of War, and afterwards on 
the SOth of the same month in his letter to Genera) Van Rensse- 
laer, a more minute account of which, giving the amount of the 
force of one detachment, ia given by the above letter of Colonel 
Cass, or General Dearboni was criminally negligent, in suffer- 
ing thirteen days to elapse, between the 7th and 20th August, 
before he communicated to General Van Rensselaer, informa- 
tion of so much importance. The jming General may bave hia 
dhmce of the al'ternatiTes, in making o^t the defence of his 
Ikther. 

There is another consideration which must be irresistible on 
this subject. Sir George Prevost was the commanding General 
ef both the Canadas. General Brock was acting governour, and 
commanded the troops in Upper Canada, and was under the 
command of Sir George Prevost. At this time I had invaded 
Upper Canada from Detroit No invasion was made from any 
other quarter. It n^as of great importanccy to re-enforce the 

* In addition to the letters of General Dearborn which have been cited, it fur- 
ther appears by Colonel Cass' letter to the government, dated 10th September, 
1812, which has been published iu General Dearborn's defence, that the enemy 
at IMIaldeDy about the 10th August, after the armistice was entered into, re- 
•dfid mm iniwinnfi from tlie nroe pfai«e. His words are " about the tOUi 
Angast, tbe coemy veaeifcd a ra^fotveiiiait of about fimr lundred whi.'* 

It ttgpetn evideiit, firon thia ttaftement of Colonel Caa% tbat 4ie iSme of four 
httodred tuak, vhieh tirivid onthe lOtb Aqgnat* mvit haw been an estmforeo* 
hoiides that of Gentfvl Brook, vhieh did npt reaeh Maiden, vnta the 14th 
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troops at Maiden, to repel this invasion. Troops could nut %e 
removed with safety to the British posts below, while our troops 
at Niagara, had a right to act offensively. 

I now ask you, whether jou do not believe that this plan was 
eancertiMi by Sir George Prevost, solelj for the purpose of enir 
bling General Brock to carry his troops to re-enloroe the troops 
atMaldea? Apd whether you do not belieret as ooon as the 
plan was conceited and Sir George Pretest had determined ts 
send his proposals to General 1>earbom, that he immediatelj 
gave General Brock informaiiori, tliat a suspension of hostilities 
would probably take place at Niagara, and that he might with 
safety to those posts, march his troops to Maiden, which it ap- 
pears by the two letters above recited to the Secretary of War 
and to General Van Rensselaer^ he actnally did. 

The &cts thns proved by the letters of General Dearlipm t» 
the Secretary of War and to General Van Rensselaer, shewing 
tiiat a detachment had moved from Niagara for Maiden, and the 
commentaries wiiich have been and will now be made on them, 
will ^ive a satisfactory explanatitm of the letter of General 
Brock, which has been published by young General Dearborn. 
General Brock had carried his re-enforcements to Maiden* and 
during the existence of the armistice, was engaged in offimsive 
operations. When he wrote Ins letter of the 25th August to 
General Van Rensselaer, disavowing any knowledge of tiie ar- 
mistice, at the time of his attack on Detroit he had then return- 
ed with his re-enforcements to fort George. It is true, the des- 
patches from the British Adjutant General, communicating 
official intelligence of the armistice, and which General Dearborn 
had undertaken to transmit to the British commanding officer at 
Niagara and to myself may not have been received by General 
Brock, as he states^ previously to the £6tb of Angpst But I 
would ask how it happens that this official intelligence of the 
armistice was not received by General Brock, before the S5th 
August, seventeen days after it was agreed upon ? And what 
became of the despatches, which it is stated General Dear- 
born had transmitted to me, and which I declare I had never 
received. 

In a letter from General Dearborn to the Secretary of War 
of the 7th of August, he says, have been making arrange- 
ments with Govemour Tompkins for ha:ving ie-«BfiBrcei»ciiis 



189 

sent to Niagara, Ogdensburg, and Plattsburg, I trust they will 
move soon, but too late, I fear, to make the diversions in favour 
of General Hull which is so desirable." In the same letter of 
the 7iti of Atigastf he informs the Secretary ''that a detacbmeat 
had been sent from Niagara to Detroit." What were the cir- 
camstancea which induced General Dearborn to express to the 
Secretarj of War his fears that the re-enfbrcements he had or- 
dered from the State of New York would be too late to make 
diversions in favour of General Hull ? Although he says these 
re-enforcements would move soon, yet he says he fears they 
would be too late. Does he not himself in this very letter give 
the reason why it would be too late for these re enforcements 
to cooperate with meB viz. ^'tfaat a detachment of the British 
had been sent from Niagara to Detroit" With the knowledge 
before him of the morement of this detachments I think I may 
then ask, what postiible reason could have induced him on the 
very next day to have paralyzed his own troops (m the Niagara, 
by pledging himself that they should act only on the defensive? 
As «oon as this temporary armistice was made, on* the 8Ui Aug* 
gustt the British Adjutant General deliTered a copy of it to 
General Dearborn enclosed in a letter to General Brock or the 
commanding officer at fort George, to be transmitted by him, as 
he had nndertaken to have it sent. Permit me again to ask, 
what could have induced him to have adopted a measure, which 
he himself says he was not authorized to agree to, and which 
he believed the government would not approve ? If he should 
saj his object was my relief^ 1 must request you, fellow citizens, 
now to consider the measures he adopted to afford that relief 
All the letters containing this important infonnationy were en- 
trusted to General Dearborn to be communicated. He was the 
commanding General of our armies and must have known how 
materially this important measure would effect my army, and 
having entered into it himself, it evidently became his duty to 
have taken the most effectual means regardless of every ex- 
pense, to have mdde this communication to me with the greatest 
possible expedition. 

The distance from Albany to the Niagara river, is about three 
hnn^h-ed miles and thence to Detroit about two hundred and 
fifty miles more* It appears then that I was about five* hund- 
• dred a»d fifty miles from Albany^ where General Dearborn 
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jiVi iitiUKied ai tiie diiiiB <tf ^ armisiUey ind <b«t Ctauml^ 
Broek wag om hu way to Maiden. IntelliKeiice of tlds anus** 

tice might have reached me in five days after it was agreed up- 
on, by an express, travelling less than five miles an hour. Had 
this been done, I should have received the armistice^hree days 
before the 16th August, tke daj that General Brock invaded- 
our territory. £j the measom adofrted by General Bearbonr 
lo have these important despatches eonvejedy tt will be seen by 
reference to General Van R^selaer^a letter to GenenI Dear- 
born, as before recited, ftat he did not receive them until the 
17th of August being nine days in travelling three hundred' 
miles, and by General Brock's letter to General Van Rensse- 
laer, it appears he. did not receive them until his return to fort 
George, after the capitulation at Detniit» and as I have before 
stated, the despatches sent to mv I baTe never recMved. Had 
IHoper and efficient maasnres been adopted by General Dear^ 
bom^ to forward the despatches with such expedition as thej 
night have been sent, according to his own construction of %m 
terms of that agreement, General Brock would then have re- 
ceived tlie official account in due time to have prevented his in- 
vading our territory in his attack on me, and I should have had 
it in my power to have exercised my discretioa in agreoHig 
likewise to the armistice or to have acted otherwise, as gtouu' 
stances might have warranted* General Brock hwripc made 
&e invasion of onr country in hie attscfc on me» dwejnglfeo sfsc^ 
ation of the amuticep he felt the necessity in justificailion of 
himself, of writing the letter referred to, addressed to General 
Van Rensselaer, protesting against any knowledge (meaning 
official knowledge) of the existence of such armistice at that 
time. It is well known that the Adjutant General is the direct 
organ of conninnication, through whom orders are made known 
to an army, and if by other means» a subordinate is^cer has » 
ceivedintell^psnceof such orders unless copinMinicated i^ an 
official verbal or written form, from the commanding officer, he 
is not bound and indeed he dare not obey them. The armistice 
having been made nearly three weeks before General Brock had 
returned from Maiden to his post on the Niagara, I ask you 
whether it is probable that it was such a profound aecr-et m Up- 
per Canada, that General Brock should have received no indired 
fnfiurmation of il^ when he was in n situalnnn wfaern H might 
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iiave been commniitcated to him in three or fc*r inejn at no^ 
Truth is frequently more clearly elicited from circuinstances> 
than from any other kind of testimony. Records are liable to 
be mutilated ; th'^ memory of man is not always correct and re- 
tentive ; interest, passion, and prejudice frequently have & pow* 
erfal operation on the mind. In the case nnder reviewy the 
eircumstances which existed speak in terms most convindng 
«nd irresistible. 

It is necessary to take a riew of the sitaation of both armieS) 
and their relation to each other, with the objects of both parties 
in the war, to form a proper estimate on the subject. The ar« 
my I commanded) made the invasion from the Detroit river. I 
had no cooperation. This was owing to the neglect of General 
Dearborn in the first instance and to his tempmr j amistice in 
the second. This armistice was proposed by Sir George Pre* 
at a time when hb provinces were invaded from no other 
quarter but Detroit I ask yon, tiien, for what purpose this 
proposal was made? To your consideration and judgment I 
cheerfully submit the two following inquiries. First, whether 
the sole object was not to enable General Brock to march with 
the troops from the east part of the province to re-enforce the 
troops at Maiden, to repel the invasion I had made ? Second* 
whether from the evidence and circumstances which have 
been related you are not perfectly satisfied that General Brock had 
information of the temgorary armistice before he returned from 
Maiden, three weeks after it had been made — a sufficient time 
for the information to have arrived, had it been sent from Eng* 
land? In support of this evidence and of these circumstanciS, 
I do now in the most solemn manner declare* as I before stat^- 
edf that immediately after the capitulation on the 16th August^ 
Oeneml Brock informed me that the orders in Council had been 
repealed* and General Deaibom had agreed to an armistice at 
Kiagara and the other posts where he commanded* and he hop- 
ed and expected It would be the foundation of peace between 
tiie two countries ; or words to that effect. You all well know 
• fellow citizens, with what despatch expresses are sent almost 
every day through the country for the benefit of commercial 
speculation, and that the distance of five or six hundred miles is 
frequently travelled over in about three days. With the knov- 
l«%e «l fttch £Mts whidi the eiqierience of all of yon confinn». 
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CAD it be emiiidmd miraaaonable Id me to sv|ipoie that equal 
vigilance would havi^ been obsenrcd on this occaaiou* as ia prae- 
tiaed in a private eoatmercial apecolatton ? Ctai a great national' 

occasion, when the fate of an array and a large section of 
countrj is exposed, was it not the duty of the commanding 
General, to whom was confided your safety and the protection 
of your property* to have made as great exertions for their pre- 
tervation* as are every day made by individuals, where nothing 
ia at stakoi but pecuniary private intereat ? But it ia further in 
evidence^ fellow citizens* that General Dearborn's txpreuu did 
not travel with but little more than one third Ihe apeed with 
ordinary expresses ; as General Van Rensselaer on the 17th of 
August, nine days after the armistice was ap:reed upon, which 
was on the 8th of August, and only three hundred miles from 
Albany, acknowledges then to have just received General Dear- 
born's letter, communicating the intelligence of it. So that you 
perceive this isqpnu travelled at the astonishing rate of not 
quite a mt/e 4md m ht^WBL hour. With such evidences of the 
vigilance and eiertions of General Dearborn in carrying into 
execution the plan of a campaign which he himself had formed 
and making preparations for conducting an offensive wary de- 
clared by an administration from which he received his conuniS' 
sionsy I will leave you to make your own comments. 



Na XXXV. 

The temporary armistice made with Sir George Prevost 
by General Dearborn, had so fatal an effect on the division 
. of the army I commanded, and was so essentially the cause 
of the misfortunes of the campaign* that I must beg your 
further attention to that sulgect The foot is, that as early as 
the Sd and 7th of August, General Dearborn well, knew my 
critical situation* and how much 1 stood in need of co-operation 
and assistance. In the letter of the Sd to General Van Rensse- 
laer, he says, "you will please to take measures for keeping up 
a correspondence with General Hull, and ascertain his move- 
ments by expresses or otherwise; and as he has croiied ov^ 
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Mo upper Canaday and ialten possession nf Maiden^ it will lit 

expedient to uiake every exertion in your power to co-operate 
Tivith him ; and if your force will not admit of any strong oft'en- 
B\\e operations, it may be well to make such diversions in his 
favour as circuHistances will permit, so as to prevent the enemy 
from detaching any force from the vicinity of Niagara, to 
Oppose the movements of General Hull* I trust you will soon 
•be able to act in a more decisive manner." 

In his letter to the Secretary of War« dated the 7th of August, 
'he says, ^^Ihave been making arrangements for having re-en- 
fercements sent to Niagara, Ogdensburg, and Plattsburg. I 
trust they will move soon-^biit too late I fear, to mako the di- 
version in favour of General Hull, which is so desirable. " — In 
the same letter he informs the Secretary that a detachment of 
the British had been sent from Niagara to Detroit. 

General Dearbom« as you will perceive, from his letters of 
the Sd and 7th of August, knew that troops had marched from 
JTiag^ to re-enforce the pest of Maiden— he was likewise aware 
that in making an Armistice^ he«ould notinclude me — as shewn 
^by his letter to me on the subject, where he says, ^ that as you 
received your orders directly from the Secretary of War, I could 
not agree to extend the principle to your command." With 
full and certain knowledge of these facts he makes the armis- 
tice- The circumstance of some of the troops having marched 
to Maiden previous to the armistice, only increased the difficul- 
ty, for it enabled the enemy to strengthen their posts and be 
•better prepared for service. 

Knowing then, as he did, my critical situation, and that a 
part of the force of Niagara had marched against me, I ask on 
what grounds his conduct could be justified? 

There is additional evidence to shew, that General Dearborn 
was correct in stating that troops had been sent to Maiden, as 
found in the letter of Colonel Cass to the government after the 
capitulation, which letter was sent to the court martial as evi- 
dence sgainst me. Colonel Cass says, ^that about the 10th of 
August, the enemy received a re-enforcement of about four hun- 
dred men.'' General Dearborn left it optional with me to act 
on the defensive, and it was equally so with tiie British — for as 
a part of their troops had left Niagara previous to the armistice 
they were not pledged by it Now, had I received his letter, 

2d 
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aniioiiBciiig the armtsticey and had I found it expedient, to hair« 
proposed a Bimilar meaaure the enemy waa at full liberty te 
de aa he pleaaed« and leave me no choice. 
The son of the Genera^ in defence of hit father, sajs, '^that 

io far from neglecting the situation of Genera! Hull, every pre- 
caution was taken by General Deiirborn to render this arrange- 
ment not only not injurious but advantageous to himP^ On what 
grounds waa this opinion of the son of ihe. General founded ? I 
am left ip suppose that it was on the letter of his Either to ihe 
Secretary of War, in which he observes) **Ihave no expectation 
that the govemmcint will consent to a cessation of hoatilitiesj 
bat all circumstances considered, it may be well to avail our- 
selves of the occasion, until we are better prepared for acting 
with efi'ect ; at all events, we can lose nothing by the arrange- 
ment I liave consented to, it being explicitly understood, that 
my government will not be under any obligation to agree to it, 
unless the despatches of the British government are such, as to 
induce the President to propose an armistice* as preparatory for 
negotiations for peace 

The only reason given in this letter is, thai we might be bet* 
ter prepared^ Whose fault was it that we were not better pre- 
pared ? In my SSd number, it is proved, that it was the duty of 
General Deaiix>m to have made the preparations at Niagara, 
ic- and that he neglected, even to give any orders for the pup-' 
pose, more than forty days, after the Secretary of War, gave 
him instructions for the purpose. — No principle is better estab- 
lished, than, that a man hhali not take advantage of his own 
wrong. 

Thus I have proved that he knew I required assistance — that 
re-enforcements of the enemy had been sent to aid in opposing 
lae-^thathe did not include my army in the armistice, and yet 
that he made it while possessed of this knowledge. 1 ask you 
to consider what motives could have induced him to have agreed 
to a measure, so fatal to my army ? 

I will now consider young General Dearborn's remarks as to 
ay views of the conquest of Canada, without the assistance of a 
navy^The best evidence, 1 can offer is my official letters to 
the government. In a letter addressed to the Secretary of War, 
in 1809, 1 say, **I would likewise suggest for consideration the 
«ipediency of building some armed vessels on lake Erie^ for the 
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purpose of preserving the commumeaik^m Cmiufof yoii have 
three military posts to the north and west of these waters, and 
no other communication with them." In the next, dated the 
6th of March, 1812, more than two months before the declara- 
tion of war, I observed, If we cannot command the ocean, we 
can command the inland lakes of our country, I have alwajt ^ 
. been of the opinion, that we ought to have built as many armed 
vessels on the lakes as wonld have commanded them. We 
have more interest in them than the British nation, and can 
bnild vessels with more convenience." Both these communica- 
tions were made before I accepted a military appointment 

After this appointment, and before 1 left Washington, to take 
the command of the northwestern army, I presented another 
letter to the Secretary of War, and I here copy from my de- 
fence before the coart martial the contents of it Page 38 — 
^It did contain* a representation, in the most explicit and 
strongest terms, ef the necessity of onr having a naval foree 
snperionr to the enemy on the lakes, and that without it, and 
vnless the army I was to command was stretif^hened by addi* 
tions to its numbers, and unless it was followed by detachments, 
to keep open the communication, and insure it supplies iVoni 
Ohio, and unless it was supported by co-operations »m other 
quarters, my army could not be able to maintain itself at De- 
troit, much less carry on offensive operations in the enemy'a 
■ country." 

On tills Bulject, I will here state the testimony of Captain 
Charles Stewart of the navy, who says that at an interview he 
had with tiie Secretary of the Navy, in the beginning of April, 
1812, '* the Secretary informed him, that it was contemplated 
to give him the command of the lakes ; that a naval force su- 
periour to the British on the lakes, had been strongly urged by 
General Hull, a» essential, and as a certain means of ensuring 
to the army success/' This interview of Captain Stewart with 
the Secretary of the Navy did not take place, until I left Wash- 
ington for Ohio, to take the command of tfae army, as he had 
1net arrived, while I was there. 

Toung General Dearborn ought to have stated the whole of 
General Portei 's testimony— it is to be foundi in pages 1£6 and. 
l^r of my trial. 
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fi« tfays, tiie latot of llarch or the beginning of April, h€ 
waa with me at the office of the Secretary of War, and I recom- 
mended that a navy should be formed on the lakes, to have a 
superiority over the British in ease of war ; that I stated the 
Strength of the firitiih naval force ; and that I recommended m 
•loo|> of war of twenty guns, and that the brig Adams, then oil 
Hie stockiy Bhoold be taken into the ■ervico ; and the fleeretaij 
of tbe Navj proposed wrifiog to Captain Stewart at Philadel- 
phia, to repur to Washington to eencert measnree. He then 
says, that a navy agent was appointed on the lakes ; that he 
was twice at the President's with me, when the subject of a na- 
Iry was talked over ; at one time, he says, (hat li e President 
thought it woaid.be abandoned — at another time, he agreed that 
it should be done. I have stated here the substance of hiti tes' 
iimonj on this auli^ti in as concise a manner as possible. — 
"Whoever wishes to see the whole of it^ will find it in the hook 
and pages I have mentioned. 

It does not appear that the plan ^as abandoned before I left 
Washifjgton ; because after my departure a navy agent was ap- 
pointed to build a navy, and Captain btewart was sent for to 
command it. 

If the President at aiiy one time suggested to General Porter 
that it was abandoned* it most ha»e been mere loose conversor 
tioD, and not an official determinatioii. 

Mj letters to the government on this snljeet^ oog^t wmI will 
be considered the best evidence of my opinions ; and as they 
were received as official communications, I had good reason to 
believe that the views of the government accorded with my 
own. Every person, therefore, who will read these letters to 
the govemmenty on the subject of a navy, the last of which waa 
written after I was appointed to the command of the northwes- 
tern army, and a few days only before I left Waduiiflont and 
l&ewise the other testimony I have otfered, must bo eatisfiedf 
that I had reason to expect a navy sufficient to preserve the 
communication of the lake, would have been constructed. 

It is true, in my official communications, and in my conver- 
sation with the members of the administration, that while I urg- 
ed, in as strong language as I was capable of using, the expe- 
diency, and indeed necessity, of commanding the upper lakes* 
in the event of war with Great Britaioi at jthe same time I 
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stated the only measures by whiek <Nir temtiry end poets Bit»- 
ated on those waters could by any possibility be preserved, pro?' 
Tided a navy could not be prepared. 

Should not that eaaential preparation be made, the plan which 
I propoMd was, as soon as war was declared, to cross the Niag;* 
ira river with a laife araj« to co-operate with the forces I 
eommaiided. I farther stated, that if with these arniies w© 
coald make the conquest of Upper Canada, the harbenrs around 
every part of the lake would be in our possession, and the navy 
of the enemy could not be supported, and must be desttfoyedy 
or fall into our hands. 

If on the alternative, here stated^ the administration aban- 
doned the measure of building a navy in IBIS, and adopted the- 
iitggeition I had made, an army ought immediately to have 
been assembled on the Niagara river, of sufficient strength, to 
have co-operated with mine, to have taken possession of the 
province, and especially of the harbours on the lake. This not 
bein» done, was strong: evidence to me, that the alternative was 
not iidopted, and that a navy would be prepared, which in all 
my communications I recommended in conjunction with an ar- 
my to be preferable. Ever since I have had a knowledge of 
that country, I have given the opinion, and that opinion now 
seems to be confirmed .by experience^ that the command f& the 
lakes, is essential to Its preservation. 

This opinion was founded on its distant and isobted sltoft-^ 
iion, Detroit being separated fVom isny other settlements, by a 
wilderness of more than two hundred miles, Michillimackinack 
five hundred, and Chicago eight hundred, and the whole of theiA 
situated on navigable waters. 

This must continue to be the case, until they are united to the ^ 
states, by the progress of •settlement. This explanation 1 have 
been oailed to make in consequence of General Dearborn^ aa- 
uertion, and you have now liefore you MA of my views as to the 
conquest of the Canadas. 

In tUs defence of General Dearborn, it is very frequently as- 
serted, that I could have taken the British fort at Maiilen, and 
my instructions from the Secretary of War are recited, to show 
that it was my duty to have done it, indeed, that I was directed 
to do it ; as it was made a crime against mc for not doing it, 
I triii a9k your attention to this part of the sufcgect. On the 
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first coiumn ot the defence of General Dearborn, are recited thr 
oiiij onlors T received on this subject. They are dated the 
24th of June, and were received on the 9th of July; 1 here copj 
them from his defence, with mj answer on the same day thi^ 
were received. 

^ 8hoald the force under jonr command be eqnsl to the en- 
terprize« consistent with the safety of your own postSt yon will 
take possession of Maiden, and extend your conquests as cir- 
cumstances may justify. It is also proper to inform you that 
an adequate force cannot soon be relied on for the reduction of 
the enemy's posts below." 

My answer to this part of the Secretary's letter on the sub- 
ject of taking Maiden, written on the 9th of July, the same day 
it was received, is in these words : The British command the 
water and the savages. I do not think the* force here equal to 
the reduction of Amherstburg, (meaning Maiden."). 

I am much obliged to the author of the defence, for copying 
the last paragraph of this letter, which he says I omitted; it is 
a very strung additional reason for the opinion, I gave for not 
making an attack on that fortress. I was informed by it, tiiat 
the divisions of the army at Niagara, &c. were not ready to c<h 
iqierate in the invasion of Canada. It now appears bj this let* 
ter of the Secretary of War, that 1 was ordered to cross tiie 
river, and make the invasion of Upper Canada, and the enter- 
prize of attacking Maiden^ was left to ray discretion, and 1 was 
to make the attempt if m my opinion, it could be done consist- 
ent \vith the safety of my other posts ; and it likewise appears, 
that 1 wrote to the Secretary, on the same day that I received 
this letter, tliat it was ray opinion, that it could not be done 
consistently with the safety of my other posts. Here is present- 
ed all the orders and facts, which relate to this sulject I now 
^ ask you, fellow citizens, and particularly those of you, wh» 
have had military experience, and paid particular attention to 
militdry subjects, whether, under these orders, and the opinion 
T had given to the government, I could have been justified, in 
making the attack ? If I had ordered the enterprise, and it 
had been unsuccessful, would not the administration have saidf 
and with propriety, that the measure was left to my discretioBt 
and I had given jny opmion, that it could not be undertaken, 
with safety tio lu \ other posts f Indeed, whether th^tnie mean* 
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iii|2: and intention of this order, considering the opinions I had 
given, in conjunction witli it, and the information the letter con- 
tainedy that I should then have no co-operation, was not that I 
was not authorized to make the attack ? 

Besides, after the Secretary of War had received this letter, 
in which I stated that mj force was Bot equal to the enterprize, 
I received an answer from him, in which he said, that my con- 
duct was not only approved, but viewed with the highest satis- 
&ction, by the President. From these facts and documents, it 
must be evident, that 1 strictly obeyed the orders I received 
from the government, and that dift'erenf conduct would have 
a ri<^atiott of at least the spirit aod intenUon of them. 



No. XXXVI. 

I WILL now reply to that part of the defence of young Gener- 
al Dearborn in protection of his father, in which he accoies me 
with attempting to pervert the testimony of Major SneHtng, 
and endeavour to satisfy you, that there is not the least found- 
ation for this accusation. To exhibit it in the plainest possible 
manner, I will here copy the testimony on column No 1. pre- 
cisely as it is printed in the number of my memoirs, to which 
the young General refers, and in which he says it has been 
perverted, and opposite to it io No. 2, you will see the testimo- 
ny« as printed in the Report of the trial, with the Mome punctua- 
tion, as in eaclu 

No. IL 
**Tbat witness stood at the 
the comer of a slip leading to 
the gate of the fort^ and att 
tempted to count the Rritish 
troops on entering the fort — 
that the troops in advance 
were the 41st, in platoons of 
fourteen files, as well as the 
York militia voluntcers-twen- 
ty-nine platoons, two deep, in 
red coats— that the militia 
platoons consisted of no store 



No. r. 

Witness says, «That he 
stood at Ibe comer of the slip 
leading to the gate of the fort« 

and attempted to count the 
British troops on entering thv 
fort ; that the troops in ad 
vance were the 41st regiment, 
in platoons of fourteen files as 
well as the York volunteers, 
twenty*nine platoons, two 
deep IB red coats; that the 
militia pUtooas, which were 

/ 
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in the rear, consisted of no 
more lhan seven or ei^ht tiles, 
and composed one Uiird part 
of the whole force, probably 
seven hundred A fiftjr whites ; 
of which the remaining two- 
thirds were regulars ami ttn- 
nBifomed miiitia.^' 



fhan sevoi or eiu:lit files, and 
comiK)hed one iliird of the 
whole force— -probably seven 
hundred and fifty whites- — of 
which the remaining two- 
thirds were regulars and Unl- 

fem " • " 



Witness says, ag reeably to statement, ***That the troops in 
advance^ were the 41st, (meaning regiment) in platoons of four- 
teen hies, as well as the York militia volunteers — (as well as^ 
that is, the 41st regiment tmth the orw well as the York mili- 
tia volunteers) (York mHitia volunteersy mUUia of course, thej 
being volunteers) twentj*nine platoons, two deep, in red coats 
^thAt the milifia platoons (which were In the rear, certainly, an 
the 41 St 'regiment and the York milKia volunteers were thW- 
vance, as above stated) consisted of no more than seven or eight 
files, and composed (what composed^ why the militia platoons 
composed) one third of the whole force — (one //tirt/of what, why 
of the wlwle force) probably seven hundred and fifty whites— 
(who do these seven hundred and fifty wkkes refer to, why, to 
one third f^the whole force) of which the remaining two thirds 
were regulars and uniform militia,^' (what docs, ifuAkih refer 
to, why to whoU force) the remaining two tfainls (one third 
of the whole force, being seven hundred and liftj incites) tke 
other two thirds must ol course have amounted to fifteen hun- 
^Ired whites, as twice seven hundred and tiftj is equal to fifteen 
liundred : and seven hundred and fifty beinsr added (o fifteen 
hundred, makes the whole white force amount to two thousand 
4wo hundred and fifty whites, as I have represented in ay 
memoirs, and now have actually demonstrated, k will there- 
fore read thnsy 

That the droops m adomue were the 41st raiment, k pla» 
toons of fourteen files, os wtM a» or with the York volunteers — 

twenty nine platoons, two deep, in red coais — that the nulkia 
platoons, which were in the rear, consisted of no more than 
seven or eight tiles, and composed one-third of tlie vhole force, 
probably seven hur.dred and fifty whites, of which the remain^ 
ing two-thirds were regulars and uniform it.tlitia.'' From these 
promises, I make the following «alcuiattoa» XhaVthe ifuasber of 
milMi being seven hundred and Mij whitesi i^icH was on^ 
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third of the wlwle whUe force and the remaining two- thirds, 
ifvhich were regulars and uniform militia, and consisting of 
course of fifteen hundred, inasmuch as the first third seven 
hundred and fifty, gives therefore the aggregate white force^ 
the nnmber of twenlj two hundred and fifty men, as I have be- 
fore stated in mjr menuHn* Add to this onljr siz- h|indred In- 
diaiMy which it u prored bj tiie teBtimonj of Limenant Fbr- ' 
baijht before refemd tot and which he states to hare coanted > 
the day before the capitulation, and the whole number of the 
enemy would amount to two thousand eight hundred and fifty . 
men. 

In my defence before the court marilalf I merely referred to * 
part of Major Snelling-s testimony, where he mentioned 
seyen hundred and fifty whiteit without consideriDg it in con- 
nexion with the ot|ier part of it In my memoirB I stated that 
I had only two days allowed me to prepare my defence^ and 
arrange a mass of testimony which had occupied thirty-two 
days in presenting to the court I observed it was not so full 
and intelligible, as it might have been, liad more time been al- 
lowed me. Although however I may have stated the testimony 
jof Aliyor Snelling, on my tqal, as young .General Dearborn has 
represented I did, yet if any part ^ it were overlooked by me 
at that time, which is susceptible of a consti;uction on^^a. less 
hurried ezaminatioot to operate in my favourt a candid and iib- 
• eral mind would at once concede, that it was not only my pre- 
rogative, but that, in justice to myself, it becomes my duty to 
Avail myself of it. 

I will now state to you the testimony of Major Jessup, who 
was the Adjutant General of my army, as reported in my trials 
page 94f in these words, ^'That he had received a report from 
different Adjutants of different corps, estimating the men fit for 
«ctionf and thinks that the amount exceeded one thousand men^ 
including the Michigan militia of four hundred, and the*detach- 
inents absent with Colonels Cass and McArthur ; perhaps this 
estimation includes the Michigan legion." — He likewise says, 
"there were^ also on the evening of the 15th, about tliirty or 
for^ armed wagooners." Young General Dearborn, in his de- 
fence, says, the Michigan legion consisted of one hundrefL 
After, deducting theae detachments, it will appear, that m^ 
whole effsctif e force on the day 4>f the capltalatioiii ^Mi not 
/ 26 
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exceed but about six hundred men, agreeably to this testi- 

inonv. 

By examining the testimony ofX^olonel Cass, as contained m 
his memorable letter to the government* he states the eifectiYe 
men fit for dntj oo the i6th August at one thousand and axty^ 
without including, as he says, a detachment ta which he refers* 
and the Michigan militia of three hundred, on duty. This 
statement, you will perceive, is made thus minutely by a man, 
who was absent at tlie river Raisin with Colonel McArthur on 
the 16th, and could therefore onW receive Ins information from 
^ hearsay testimony, whereas the statement of Major Jesaup, is 
testimony furnished by an individual« th^ Adjutant General of • 
the army, and being present on the 16th testified both to wlyt 
*he saw and heard on that day. The variance of their testimo- 
ny I will leave with you to reconcile or to disciiminaie between 
them. From the above view, it appears, my force on the day 
of. the surrender was less than one third of the white force of 
the enemy, and not a fourth of his whole force, conusting of 
white men and Indians. 

The manner in which young General Dearborn has given an 
account of the numbers of my army renders it necessary, to 
make some explanation of it. He has extracted the whole num- 
ber in each regiment from a return, which was made iltlbrt 
Findley on the 17th of June, soon after the army commenced 
its march in tlie wilderness — and has represented it in such a * 
wa;J-, as to induce you to believe, that the number he lias men- 
tioned was present and fit for duty at the time of the surrender. 
Toung General Dearborn has been a military officer himself, and 
must have known, that such a misrepresentation would have 
deceived those unacquainted whh military forms. Ha well 
knew« when a Colonel makes a return of his regiment, he is 
obliged to include in it, every officer and soldier, belonging to 
it, whether present or absent, fit for duty or not fit for duty. 
He had the returns before him, wlun he made the extract; why 
then did he not publish those returns instead of the total aggre- 
gate? It is well known that the lourth regiment had been sta- 
tioned at post St. Yincennes and joined the militia regiments at 
Urbanna a few days only before* the army marched. All the 
nek and non-effective men of the rirgiment) were left M 
post) and many wm debilitated on the m'arch and did not jom 

« 
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the ragimeot at Detroit When joung Qe&enl Dearborn was 

stating a few lines only of Colonel Miller's testimony, ought he 
not to have stated the Colonel's accouai ot tlie numbers that 
regiment contained ? If he had stated this account oi' the num- 
ber of that regimentt instead of four hundred and eighty-three, 
it would have appeared that only two hundred and fifty or two 
hundred and sixtj were at Detroit and considered effective 
men. Bj referenee to po|;e 11 of my trial* it aj^ars that 
when asked the strength of the fourth regiment* fit for duty on 
the morning of the surrender, says, *^ There were about two 
hundred and fifty or two hundred and sixty, effective for ^iu- 
ty." General Dearborn then makes it appear, that in the three 
Ohio regiments of fnilitia. with the few dragoono there were fif- 
teen hundred and ninety-two men. This number is three hun-^ 
dre^ and ninety-two more thj^n tlie President had ordered, 
which number as has been stated, was twelve hundred* and } 
had no authority to take any surplus under my command. The 
^olonels, I presume at that time*.must have included this sur- 
plus of three hundred jand ninety-two men, in their returns, in 
order to obtain provisions for them in the wilderness, as it could 
^ not be obtained in any other way. These men were volunteers, 

/ who had joined us at intervals on our march, and were not un- 
der my orders — they returned home whenever tiiey pleased^ 
At th^ time of the capitulation, on the 1 6th August, young 
Geneiid Dearborn includes all the straggling volunteers* all the 
men of the fourth regiment who were left at post St Yincennes* 
all that were left sick on the march* and all the Michigan mill* 

» tia which were then scattered over a territory qf five or six hun- 
dred miles in extent. • If he had been desirous of presenting to 
you a just statement of my effective force on the day of surren- 
der, he never could have exhibited the statement which he has 
now attempted to impose upon you. Michdlimackinack, which 
was a part of the territory and all the militia at that place 
and the adjoining country* were in the hands of the enemjE» 
By a letter I receiTed from Colonel Anderson* which I recited > 
in a former number* who commanded at the river EUisin, he re- 
quested me, not to order any militia from that place to Detroit, 
but desired 1 should send re-enforcements and ammunition, for 
the preservation of the settlements, against the savages. This 
was at that time the largest settlen^t in the territory* except* 
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ingthe one at the Detroit river. Under the exposed condition 
of that settlement, as stated bj Colonel Anderson, no men were 
ordered from that quarter to Detroit. Indeed, there were no 
militia which could have been* collected at Detroit, excepting 
the few who resided on that rim. . By ascertoiniiig what popu- 
lation was on the Oetcoit river, a»d the dispositkm tbat was 
manifested by sneh of those as were with me on liie 16th An- . 
gust, you will be enabled to form a judgment of their numbers 
and what depeiadence I could place on them. I was of the opin- 
ion, and I believe you will agree with me, there could have been 
none at all. A part of them had joined the enemy at the Spring 
Wells, and their Colonel informed me on the momi^ of the 
16th, that the whole of them wonld do the same. 

In oor ioTeitigation, we ou^t always to make use of best 
evidence the natare of the caie win admit In this caf6| the 
wturn of the Adjutant Cleneral is tii^ best evidence. I have 
stated his testimony, given under oath, relative to my force on 
the morning of the 16th of August, and he says, ** that the num- 
ber of effective men, was about one thousand, including Mc 
• Arthur and Cass's detachments — *^'and by deducting them for 
ihe reasons, which have been fully stated, my force would be 
reduced to about six hundred men. Thus you see the mciK 
strous errours, which this son of General Dearborn has commit-^ 
ted in his solidtude to defend his &ther* To check lus impet- 
uous ardour, the boundaries of troth have been no barrier, but 
have been overleaped with as much facility, as if straws only 
had impeded his cO\irse. 

it is a duty which I owe to myself and to a proper investiga* * 
lion of the sulject, to state the situation and inducements of the 
witnesses, immediately after the suirender, but bdore the trial, 
tiie testimony of whom is introduced to you by young Gaieral 
Dearborn, that you may judge of the degree of eredibOily to 
which each is entitled. 

• In the first place, 1 will introduce to you Colonel Cass, who 
proceeded to Washington immediately after the capitulation, 
and under the eye of the officers of the administration, address* 
ed a letter to the Secretary of W^r, giving auch an account of 
the events of the campaign, as they, who were my prosecutors, 
wished. 
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He was the first witness examined by the court Martial. All 
the other witnesses were present, and attended to hear the tes- 
tiiDOQjr he gave. Before he testified, he had been promoted 
firom tiie rank of a lieutenant colonel of militia, which he hel4 
wUle under mj conmand, to the rank of briisadier general in 
the standing army, and by looking at the regM^i^ of the regular 
army at that time* it will be seen hoir many colonels of that 
army were superseded, to make way for his |iromotion. When 
he was' on the stand, testifying, he had in his pocket, an addi- 
tional commission, as governour of the territory of Michigan, 
which office, I had held for nine years, and my conduct had re- 
c^Ted the fullest approbation of the government If you will 
examine the newspapersy devoted to the administration, around 
the capital, at Albany, where the eoort martial was held, you 
will there see, immediately after he testified, the manner in 
which his testimony was applauded. When th« young officers 
who were left to follow him, perceived the distinguished favours 
he had received, and the manner in which his testimony was 
applauded in the newspapers, and being present and hearing 
the testimony he had given, I ask you, whether, they did not 
expect, that following the paths he had opened, they would 
attain by the most direct consse^ similar favours and distinc- 
tions f 

The letter which he had written to the Secretary of War, be* 
fore I was in a situation to communicate official information of 

tlie event, has since been published by young General Dearborn, 
in defence of his father. This letter, giving a minute account 
of transactions, a knowledge of which he could only have ac- 
4|ttired by hearsay, was not only received from a junior officer, 
and published by the administration as an official letter, but 
was sent by the same administration to the court martial, as 
evidence against me, to prove capital charges, and has 6ta re- 
corded in my trial ! 1 By his own testimony, it aSMrs that'he 
was absent at the time, and all the knowledge he hild of the 
transactions on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of August, as I before 
observed, was mere hearsay evidence. 

' I ask you to compare the statements made in tl\is letter, with 
the testimony of the witnesses under oath, who were present, and 
ftma whom he must have recmved his information* In his letter, 
he saysi after he returned to I>etroit, Major Jessnp^ the Adjn- 
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Unt pen^ril, informed him that my force ob the moming of liie 
16th August, was one thousand and sixty, and farther says, 
the detachment sent to the river Raisin, was not included in 
that return. Major Jessup, the Adjutant General, says, he in- 
formed Colonel Cass of the return that morning, and that there 
was about one thousand, and expressly says, that this detach- 
ment um» included in the number* It -would tire yonr patience 
Is point out all the variations of this letter, from the testimony ; 
I ^erefore IcsTe the compsrison with you, as the whol#of tiie 
letter, and the testimonr of the Adjutant General, from whom 
he says he received tlie information, have been published. 

General McArthur, was a lieutenant colonel in niv armv, 
and after the campaign, and before he gave in his testimony, 
was sppointed a firigadier Oenerai in the regular army» without 
havii^ performed any service to entitle him to it* or ever hav* 
ing had any military experience^ excepting while under -mj 
command. The administration could certainly have had no 
other motive in superseding^ all the colonels in the regular army, 
in making this appointment, than to prepare him to testify a- 
i^ainst me. Colonel Snelling, was a captain in my army, and 
before^he appeared as a witness against mc, was promoted, and 
soon after had a regiment giveo to him. The administration 
n^er even instituted an inquiry into his conduct, for having 
left his post at the Spring Wells, on the night of the 16th Au- 
gust, 1812, without orders, where General Brock landed the 
moming after. * . •» * 

Major Whistler was a captain in my army. This officer was 
a soldier in General Burgoyne's army, and deserted from it. 
Puring the Indian war, while General St. Clair commanded, he 
enlisted in our army. Having been in the British ar^y, he had 
acquired some knowledge of the manual exercise, and was ap> 
pointed a sergeant: afterwards an ensign : and finally advanc- 
ed to the ra^k of captain. The President being informed of his 
character and situation, refosed him further promotion, althott|h 
he became entitled to it in regular succession. For a number 
of years, younger oflicers superseded him. He submitted to 
this dejj'*idatiou, and did not resign, according to usual custom 
in such cases. At my trial his testimony was wanted by the 
administration, and he was promoted to the rank of mi^or, and 
travelled from Ohio, in the midst of winter, to testify agunit 
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me* He wit ^certaioljr deeply indebted to the adniBbtratioiif 
and did not fail in hie teetimouy to make a suitable reward. He* 

ought, huwever, to have remembered, what would have been his 
fate as a deserter, if I had not made particular provision, in the 
capitulation, that all belonging to mj army, should be protect- 
ed in their persons. Major Jessup, was a lieutenant in mj 
army. I appointed him brigade mtyor, aod acting adjutant gen* 
end, with the brevet rank of nuyor. After the eampaign^ but 
before he presented himself as a witness against me on my triali 
he was appointed a colonel in the army, and afterwards, quar* 
ter master general, and is now quarter master general of the 
United States. All the other witijo^!^es, part only of whose tes- 
timony have been cited in the defence of General Dearborn, 
who could be induced to testify against me, were patronised 
and promoted, and prepared to follow General Cass, the princi- 
pal and leading character in the meek triaU under which I have 
sttflferad. In eonsidering the testimony of these witnesses^ you 
. will find, tiiat the principal part of it consists merely of their opinr 
ions^ with regard to my declining the attack on Maiden, in re* 
treating from Sandwich, in not keeping open my communication 
to Ohio, and in agreeing to the capitulation. The witnesses 
ought not to have been suffered to have stated any thing but 
facts, and it was the province of t^e court to have formed opm- 
iofM, on these facts. By this mode of procedure the witnesses 
became the judges, and the court was left in the degraded char- 
acter of being the organ of their opinions. I will now^ fellow 
citisens ask your patience a few moments, while I present to 
you, from the reports of the trial, from which young General 
Dearborn has made his extracts, a small part of the other evi- 
dence, which was given to the court martial, and will refer you 
to the report of my trial for the whole of it. I wi^l begin with 
Colonel Miller's testimony. It is to be found in page 115. He 
says, that he saw nothing in my conduct on4he l6thof Aa- 
gttsty which the fatigues I had undergone* and the responsibility 
which was upon me, might net have produced.'^ General Dear* 
born in defence of his father, has only cited a line or two of 
Colonel Miller's testimony. It contains several pages, and I 
refer the reader to the whole of it. ll will be seen that Colonel 
Miller, who was constantly with me, saw nothing in my con- 
du^ which th4 fatigue J had imdtfgqm^ and the retponeibUity 
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tfanmiy tfterwardsy when ptrtknlarly inquired of, could ststa 
nothing but the surrender, which could have made any other 
impressions. Colonel Miller was a witness, and not a member 
of the court martial; and it was his province as a witness, on/y, 
to h&YC stated facts. It was known that I had surrendered, and 
the manner in which I had surrendered} and it was for the court 
te have detennined whether it fw |}roper or not Hia teatiBio- 
njf tl^evefarey must be ceiiBSdered fiiTOiirable to me. I have 
been tbe more particular in making theie observatioiia} because 
thej will apply to more than half the witnesses on the trie!* 
They stated nothing but the naked facts, that I refused to at- 
tack Maiden, that I retreated from Sandwich, that my commun- 
ication with Ohio was not kept open, and that I agreed to the 
capitnlation ; all of which was supported by their optniom orUjf^ 
lo prove that I vaa influenced bj other com^iderations. than a 
sense of duty • Om an investigatioii of the causes wUch led 
to these ev^bta, tbe court martial was sitting in judgment, and 
the opittloii of witnesses ought not to have been adnntted. — 
Therefore it is unnecessary to be more particular in reciting 
them. 

1 will here state the testimony of Captain Bacon, who was 
then an officer in the fourth regiment» page 124, report of the 
trial. Witness saw General Hull once on the 15th of August, 
on the parapet, and once on the Ifitfa. BEe saw him also^in dif* 
ferent parts of the fiirt during the cannonade. €leneral Hull 
appeared engaged as usual, and agitated more than usual on the 
morning of the 16th, but witness does not know the cause. He 
had no suspicion that it preceded from personal fear, neither 
did he hear any officers at the time express an opinion that it 
did." The testimony of this ofhcer was favourable to me ; he 
received no favour, no promotion from th^ government, llie . 
first opportunity that occurred when tbe arm j was reurganizedL 
Captsin Bacon, thoog|\a valuable officer, tMis not even reiakud 
In service. In page 131 of mj trial, will be seen the testimony 
of Major Munson, a major in one of the Ohio regiments. He 
says, '*the General's situation was a critical one; he had a 
great deal of responsibility and great care on liis mind, if he 
had any feeiings. I saw nothing in his conduct, but whst 
might be accounted fwt without racufring to pemsiml liear." 
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You will observe, fellow ci*izen», that the court martial ac- 
quitted me of the charge of treason, and every specification un- 
der it. My trial was delayed nearly two years, by the admin- 
istration, to hunt up testimony on that charge. Not even the 
shallow of testimony could be found ; not one act could be dis- 
coveredt which atfbrded even the colour of prooE The olin of 
witnesses, who had been patronized and promoted m the man- 
ner which has been Aewn, were as ready to have given opinions 
OD' this cbar^, as thfty were as to my personal appearance. 

Both the administration, and the court martial thought it 
would be too great an outraji^e, on established precedent, to found 
a conviction on the opviions of witnesses almie, without proving 
a siogie act in support of this charge. I'hey believed the rea- 
«ons» good sense and justice of nianktnd« in this enlightened 
age, would revolt at such an attempt For this reason aWiiei 
the ground was chaiigodt and all the power of my presecutois 
was collected to a single point, to prove that I'waa under the 
influence of personal fear. In searching the records, fur back 
in the days of ignorance and oppression, when the people were 
not allowed even to think, some precedents were found, for the 
admission of opinion on this charge. The witnesses therefore 
were allowed to state their opinions, that I was under the in- 
fluence of personal fear, because 1 did not attack Maiden, be* 
cause I retreated from Sandwich, beoaose I did not open aaj 
communication with Ohio, beeaute 1 agrsed t» the cafitnfadio^ 
finally, because they thonghi there was the appearanco of altor- 
ation in my countenance. It will be perceived tliat when 1 con- 
sidered it not expedient to attack Maiden ; to retreat from 
Sandwich, and to take measures for opening my communication 
to Ohio, there was no enemy within eighteen miles of me, and 
in reMy^ no apptarofue of immecHate danger. When in tha 
, axercise of mj discretion and best judgment, 1 performed thasa 
•acts, was it proper the comrt to take the opinions of witnea* 
•ses, with respect to the motives which induced me to adopt 
them ? Was it not their province alone to determine the pro- 
priety of these acts P I ask, whether the court did not give up 
its prerogative to the witnesses, when their opinions on these 
military acts were admitted as evidence? for what purposo 
were their opinions admitted ? Certainly for no other, than to 
pr^uiUaw the minds of the court, and indnoeit lopraBOunoa 

ar 
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jlSd^ent against me. If liieD the judgment of the court wu 

grounded on the opinions of the witnesses, the witnesses might 
as well have been the court, and have themselves pronounced 
sentence. I will here present to you some extracts from a cele- 
brated English historian, who gives an account of the trial of 
Lord George Sackville* who wat tried for misconduct at the 
battle of Minden. 

Doctor Smollet, the historian, having stated that some testi- 
mony was gtfen to ynv^ that when certain orders were ddinr* 
ed to Lord George, he was alarmed to a very gi^eat degree, and 
seemed in the utmost confasion, subjoins remarks, from which 
the following are extracts. "The candid reader will of him- 
self determine, whether a man's heart is to be judged by anj 
change of his complexion. Granting such a change to have 
happened ; whether it was likely that an officer whu had been 
more than once in actual service and behaved without reproach, 
00 as to attain an eminent rank in the army, should exhibit 
symptoms of fear or confusion, when In reality there was m 
appearance of danger. With regard to the imputation of cow- 
ardice levelled at Sir George, by the unthinking multitude, and 
circulated with such industry and clamour, we ought to consid- 
er it as a mob accusation, which the bravest of men, even the 
Doke of Marlborough could not escape. We ought to view it 
as a dangerous suspicion^ which strikes at the root of character^ 
and may blast that honour in a moment* which the soldier has 
acquired in a long course of painful services^ and at the contin- 
ual hasard of his life. We ought to distrust it as a maltgnairt 
chsrge, altogether inconsistent with the former conduct of tiie 

person accused." 

in the application of the observations of this historian to my 
situation 1 hope, without the appearance of vanity, under cir- 
cumstances which have taken place* i may ask your attention 
to the actual service, and the dangers I was called to encounter 
during 'he war of the revolution ? Frem an examination of the 
history of that period* from authentic accounts, documeats, and 
other evidence, which have been recently published, and from 
the knowledge of many of my associates in those memorable 
conflicts, who are now living, the manner in which 1 conducted 
may be made known to you; you may be made acquainted with 

the numorous battles in which 1 w^^ eng^ged^ and the approba- 
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^im of my eondvet on every occasion, by the UlnstriiNis ]eadefl:|i 
of our armies ; on the other hand, there is now presented to ' 

you the events of an after period. The plan of the campaign 
of 1812 ha8 been laid before you ; the part which I acted in it 
has been fully unfolded. The character of the army I c()U> 
manded has been sxplained ; the orders I received have been 
recited* and the object of the government, with regard to the 
conqnest of Upper Canada, and the manner in which I com- 
menced offensive operations from Detrmt, in conformity to my 
orders, have been spread before you. Ton have likewise before 
you, the orders which General Dearborn received from the gov- 
ernment, dated as early as the 26th June, eight days after the 
declaration of war, to form two armies, to co-operate with me, 
in the invasion of Upper Canada, agreeably to his own plan of 
the campaign, and the manner in which he obeyed those orders* 
That I was not only left alone and unassisted, but that he a- 
greed to an armistice, which enabled General Brock with the * 
whole force of Canada to mai^h against me; and that he made 
ihb annbtice) when, as appears by his letter of 7th August, to 
the Secretary of War, only one day before, he acknowledges 
he had been informed that troops were marching to Maiden, 
from Niagara, against me. In addition to this force from tine 
cast, Michilimackanack had fallen, and the forces in that quar- 
ter were bearing upon me; Chicago had fallen, and the savages 
from the west were pressing forward ; the road I had opened 
from Ohio was closed by hostile savages* and the lake was shot 
against me by the British navy* Being not only the General of 
the army but the Govemoor of the territory, I ask you to re- 
flect on my situation at the time, when General Brock landed 
with a force more than three times superiour to mine, and in- 
vaded our territory — to consider the scattered situation of the* 
inhabitants of the country — that it was impossible for me to af- 
ford them protection ; under these circumstances your views 
will no doubt accord with the testimony of Colonel Miller, and 
many others of the witnesses on inj trial, who stated ^^th«t 
they saw nothing in my conduct) but what the responsihiHty of 
py sitnaiioB, and the fatigue I had undergone, might occasion*'* 
And when you fiirfher consider, how deeply interested,! not on- 
ly the administration, but the president of the court martial 
were in the result^ of mj trial, and likewise tbe manner it^ 



I» 



which {he witnesses had heen trained by pstrooage amf 'prom*' 

tioQ, before they appeared as witnesses against ine« the infem- 

aVity in rec»^ivin{5 tKeir testimuny in the presence of each other, 
tlie admission of opinions, in Keu of direct tesnmonyas to facts, 
I most uiliingly appeal to jrour iudgment, for aa approhatlMi 
ef mj conduct 
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TouNG General Dearborn has published a number of mj let- 
ters to the Secretary of War« and you will see by the dates of 
many of them, they were written while I was in the sMe of 
Ohio» and before I had aiiy knowledge of thededaratbnol war. 
In answer to his strictures on those letters, I will ohsuva that 
I expressed my honest feelings of the opinion I entertained, or 
the character of the citizens of Ohio. That they manifested a 
praiseworthy spirit, and had volunteered their services, with a 
promptitude and energy which was highly honourable to them. 

I further observed, that the army was in high spiritSf aadi 
animated with a laudable zeal," and in another letter observed^ 
^ that the patriotbm and perseverance, with which this antj 
has sustained a march, attended with difficalties, unoMHaeii'ift^ 
their natarC) dees honour to tiiemselves and their conntfy.''^ 
These expressions of approbation, I^n'lhought, and now think 
were due to them. — I knew, and therefore said nothing of their 
discipline, military experience, or subordination. 

It will be recollected in the letter of the Secretary of Warfta 
me, of the 9th of April, the force, which 1 wis to conuBSHiy/msa 
described, and the object of my command then staled. fSk^ 
force was twelve hundred militia, and the fourth Umtad fitalw 
regiment.— llie object was the secnrity ef the Michigan terri- 
tory, and the protection of the exposed frontier s e t t le m ents from 
the Indians. Tliis force I stated to the government, was suffi- 
cient for this purpose in tim* o( peace. Jt would, therefore, 
have been wrong for me, to have asked for a killer iorce under 
those circumstances; 
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I stated likewise, the amount of my force and the numberl^ 
which had joined the army, afler I commenced my mardk 
&oo{^ the wilierness. I have ez|»lained to you the manner^ 
in which thiBf9rce was formed, I stated that I considered it. 
sufficient to oppose any force of Indians which conld be brought 
against roe. 

After the declaration of war, and after the desertion of some 
of the militia, 1 wrote to the Secretary, that although I might 
take Maldeo, yet I thought it would be attended with too great 
a sacrifice. In reflecting on the expediency of attacking the 
regular constmcted fort at Maiden, defended by British troops, 
' I could not call to my mind a single instance during the revolu- 
tionary war, where mflitia had snccessfolly marched up to, and 
carried regular fortifications. I expressed it as my opinion, 
which was also concurred in by a council of war, that we bad 
better wait until heavy cannon could be provided — my calcula- 
tion was made, and my communications to the government were 
founded on the force, which was then at Maiden, and the addi- 
tions which probably would be made to that force. 

Had not the post at Maiden been re-enforced in any other 
nanner than I had reason to expect, in the common occttrreii* 
ees of war, my opinion then was and now is, that I shoald have 
•been able to have sustained my situation at Detroit, provided, 
I had been assisted from Ohio, in opening my communication, 
in such a manner as to have received supplies. 

It will, however, be observed, that I stated in one of the let- 
ters, quoted by young General Dearborn, that the force at Mai- 
den, in point of numbers, was snperiour to mine. And »f one 
part of my letter is recited to operate against me, the other part 
ought certainly to be entitled Xo equal credit, lliere is no' 
doubt, fellow citizens, that the force ordered for my command^ 
was sufficient for the protection of the frontier settlements, 
against the ladians, in time of peace, under all the excitements 
wiiich could have been made, which, as I was informed by the 
government, was the object, for which it was ordered. — And 
farther, in my opinion, it would have been sufficient, not only 
to have defended our territory, but successfully to have com« 
menced offensive operations against Upper Canada, had the 
communication of the bke been preserved by a navy, and ha^ 
tfa$ comnanding General prepared suitable armies fiw I^iaga- 
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fa to have co-operated with it, instead of having, at a cntical 
Vioment agreed bj an armistice, to act only OQ the defen*' 
five* and therebj leave the whole force of tbUprovince to ope* 
rate against it It will be distinctly remembered, that when I 
in&rmed the gownment, fliat llalden mig|it be tdcen witfi 6ie 
forcea under my commandt I obierved in the same letter H 
woald be attended wiib too great a secrifiee. Alter harSng 
made this communication, "that it was my opinion it would be 
Attended with too great a sacrifice, and that opinion having been 
approved by the President, I submit to your judgment, whether, 
under those circumstances, I could have been authorized to 
have made the attempt, without a positive order for the purpose. 

The son of Generd Dearborn has endeavoured to make ik» 
impression* that mj complaint ot the court martial^ in not sn^ 
faring counsel to appear in my defence, was 'without any foun- 
dation. It is true, when I informed the court of tiie names of 
the gentlemen I wished to employ as my counsel, the request 
appeared to be granted. When the trial commenced, and the 
gentlemen attempted to examine the witnesses, they were in* 
ftrmed, that they would not be permitted to examine the wit- 
Bessei, speak to any collateral question of law, which in%M 
arise in the trial, or to the final question, whether by the ed- 
dence^ I was guilty or net At the same time, Mr. DallaSf 
Mr. Tan Buren had been employed by my prosecutors (the ad- 
ministration) to assist the army Judge Advocate, and allowed 
to examine the witnesses, speak to all questions of law, and to 
the final question, whether I was guilty of the charges or not, 
•and I was not permitted to reply in any manner whatever, to the 
i^>plication of the testimony, and the aigumentSy which wcx* 
made use of, to enforce it against me. Of what use was this 
4q>parent candour, in consenting that I might employ counsel ? 
Without the permission of the court, I had a right to ask the 
-advice of any counsellors, that I chose to employ. It is true, 
the court did not post centinels at my door, and prevent me 
from consulting with them, neither did they prevent them from 
writing any questions, and handing them to me, to be proposed 
to the witnesses. AH this they certainly would have had a 
fight to have done, without the permission of the court 
It would have been too great an outrsge, for the court to have 
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adyise wiHi me. 

There could have been no mode of executing an order of this 
kind, but confining me in & dungeon. Throughout the >vhoIe 
trial, the order of the court, that my counsel should not be per- 
mitted to speak in its presencey was rigidly adhered to. It fre- 
quentlj happenedt in the coarse of the trial, that qneations of 
Imt aroae, with reapect to the admiaaion of teadmony* and tm 
ather aubjecta. Fading mjaelf incompetent to the diacaarion 
4f these legal qneBtionSy the law was explained by the Special 
Judge Advocate, who was employed and paid by my prosecu- 
lors, and adopted by the court, according to his explanation. 

It must be obvious, that the manner in which it was admitted 
aould have been of no use to me As the administration had 
employed apedal counsel to assist the Judge Advocate in the 
praaacntionf the court was not willing, in direct termSf to deny 
mj request It waa however granted in a manlier^ only to aave 
appearances, but not to be of the Icwt use to me. 

I now ask, whether the aealea of juatice, held by the hand of 
General Dearborn, the president of the court martial, were 
equally balanced in this case? My right to employ counsel 
was founded on the liberal principles of our government, and 
particttlariy on our constitution, which is the highest law of the 
land. 

I h<M only appeal to your own aenae of justice and righ^ 
fellow citiaKons, for you to confirm the reasonableness of a re- 
^uesti to be allowed the same assistance of counsel, in the full* 
est extent, where not only life, but character, which is dearer 

than life, is depending on the issue of the trial, as is admitted 
in the most trifling trespass, or question of property, before any 
of the courts in our country. The argument, fellow citizens, 
in favour of my right to counsel, to assist me, in showing my 
innocence, and defending my life and reputation, is founded 
on thai constitution, which is the work of your own handay and 
js your unalienable inheritance. 

The precedent^ by which the ai|;umentB urged by young Gen- 
eral Dearborn are aupported, ia founded on a practiee, estab» 
lished in the dark ages of tyranny and oppression, when the 
people were considered as having no rights, and their lives, lib- 
«i*tyy reputation and property, were at the disposal of the 
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" will of a t^mt. It is- for jon to judge, on. whMh aUe it tAft 

weiglit of argument) and on which side tlie scales of justice p0i« 
ponderate. 

In the defence of General Dearborn, the testimony of Captain 
Whifltler is recited, with respect to provisions. In one of my 
numbersy I have informed jon of the character and sttnataon el 
this officer. Admitting however, his testimony to be truer 
respect to the barrels of provisions in the stDre» which- be ssfs 
he counted, if you will only take the trouble of cateulating the 
number of rations they would make, and the time when he 
counted them, and compare it with the issues previous to that 
timfe, which have been stated by the contractor, you will find it 
only would have lasted to about tlie 16tli of August, the dp^y of 
the capitulation. This statement jou will find, is Gon>eetbf 
mathematical calculation. This witness has likewise stsited the 
the nulnber of cannon, small arms^ ^powd^r and bdl> at tils 
fort 

In reply I will only observe, that a part of these cannon were 
left by the British, when the fort was delivered to us, by virtue 
of the treaty of peace, being principally without carriages, and 
were considered as useless. Others were left^ with the smaU.- 
arms and powder, by General Wayne's army which was ikt* 
lianded at Detroit, after the Indian war, and all the oarr i^ gn^ 
were rotten, and the small arms ate up with rust and not woA 
repairing. The powder remained so long a time in iSe store 
that it had lost alt its strength, and was no better than ashes. 
I should be wanting in duty to myself, did I not make some re- 
ply to that part of the defence which relates to the Indians. — 
I refer you, fellow citizens, to the 3d number of my memoirs, 
in which I recited a letter, which I wrote ti> the Secretary of 
War on that su^ct. In that letter the character, habits^ and 
predominant passions of die Indians are described. I informed- 
the government that in the event of war, the sachems and cIMb 
would advise the warriours to take no part in it, but gave it as 
my opinion in the most explicit manner, that their authority 
over them would not be able to restrain them. The policy of 
our government was not to employ them. As soon as I took 
the command of the army, I sent messages to their villages and 
advised them, in the event of war, to remain quier in their wi§^. 
*wani8| and take no part in the contest^ in which they eonld 
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tsve BO intereet Tbe old sachem cbiefd« called in councib^ 
«nd advised the warriours to this fwlicy. Their advice and au- 
thority had no effect, and as I was not authoiized to employ 

them, they all joined the British standard. 

Their conduct was precisely such, as I had predicted to the 
government, and there was nothing, which could have made it 
different^ but an invitation to them to join our standard, which 
I had no authority to give. 

, Young General Dearborn has {nibU^hed tiie names of the of- 
Hcers who composed the court martial^ with his father at the 
liead, as president. It required two-thirds only of the mem- 
bers, to pronounce the sentence. It is very certain, that it was 
not unanimous, as it is said two-thirds of the members agreed 
to it. Had it been unanimous, it would have been so stated. 
It must be evidentt that a part of the court were opposed to it. 
I should be happy indeed, were it in my power, to designate 
the characters, who were duly influenced, by disinterested and 
'honourable mothres. 

1 have stated ^e reasmis wliy I diid not otject to the presi* 
4ent or any of the members of this court martial, t liad been 
much more than a year, a prisoner in arrest, was conscious of 
having faithfully done my dutj', and in my official communica- 
tion to the government, requested an investigation of my con- 
duct. It had been delayed in. an unprecedented manner, dur- 
ing this long thne, and I believed, had I made objections to the 
president or any members fsi the court, it would have caused 
•farther delay. Besides, moat a»f the niembeitt of the court wera 
•Strangers to mei' men, whcom f never hlefore' had seen, and 
^vhoSe names I had never heatd, excepting <jknerat Dearborn, 
General Bloomfield, Colonel Fenwick, Colonel House, and 
liieuienant Colonel Conner. 

By examining the list, published b\' young General Dparborn 
you will perceive, the other members belonged to new raised regi- 
ments which did not exist, daring the campaign' of 1813. Ttiey 
were splinted to regiments numbered' from thiHy-t^b'to forty- 
-tviro. They had no militiitf rank at that toe. 

It is weR known, that dfficeirs were seleetted" tofonn thes^tdt- 
iSltional regiments, from the most violent partizans of the aSff- 
'ministration, and this alone was a sufficient qualification. Of- 
£tcr8 of this description constituted a nUiJority of the cbtnrt. 
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They were pledged to any measures, which the administration^ 
my pn)secutors, wished. With respect to General Dearborn^ 
the president, the deep interest which he had in the issue of 
ihe triaU has been presented to you. 

General Bloomfieid was a meritorious oflScer of the revcln- 
tion^ and served with credit to himself. He was an amialile 
and much respected citizen at the termination t>f the reTolntl«»> 
ary war, and I believe retained the esteem of society to tbt 
dose of his life. He is now numbered among the dead, with 
many others, his compatriots in arms — and in the presence of 
that Judge, who examines the motives as well as the acti'>ns of 
men— and before whose tribunal we must all appear. — ^Maj be 
•rest in peace I 

Colonel Fenirick and Colonel House, I have ever believed w«rt 
^yemed by the purest and most honourable motim, and were 
nnder no other influence, than a sense of duty. Under this in* 

fluence, whatever may have been their opinions, 1 shall ever re- 
spect them as honourable men. Lieutenant t olonel Conner 
i^ceived his commission about the time that General Dearborn 
was appointed the first Major General. It was obtained by bia 
•patronage. He was ip his family, and one of his aids de canpL 
Sut a short time before the court martial was ordered he 'wan 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel by the same patnar 
age, and selected as a member of the court for my trial. T# 
the president of the court martial, he owed both his first Vfr 
pointment, and his sudden j)roinotions. 

Any comments from e. appear unnecessary. 

When you consi^'er, that the couit martial was composed of ' 
a minority of officers selected from the additional re^tmest% 
not in senrice until after the campaign of 18 18, and when yon 
reflect on the conditions on which officers were appointed at 
that time, that they must be zealous supporters of every meas- 
ure of the administration and subservient to the wishes of its 
officers and of its commanding General, as an indispensable 
qualification to promotion, and how deeply interested thaf ad- 
ministration, who became my prosecutors, were, in fixing the 
4isa8ters of the campaign on me, I am persuaded you cannot 
be at a loss to declare the motives which prompted theaentencCt. 
of two thirds ol a court martial^ thus selected and thus 
Vt0d* When yoa fiiruier conaiderf that thia court aartiai re^ 
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eeived the oyMiiions of witnesses on great miritary operationg*" 
who never had any military exoerience, antl many of whom 
from the evidence now presented, you must be satisfied, were 
deeply interested* in my condemnation, yon must be sensibLet 
that little or no credit ought to be given to their testimony^ 
From the sentence of sach a court martiaJy whose judgment was 
fiMtned on testimony like this— I have appeaM to the highest 
tribunal on earth, whose decision I am convinced will be found** 
ed on impartial justice. In answer to my animadversions on 
the proceedings of the court martial and the evidence 1 have 
produced, to show the deep interest which the president and 
some of the members had ia the issue of the trial, and the mo- 
tives which must have in flu encedy nearly the whole of them, he 
has extracted 'from my defence an observatioir which I then 
made, expressive of my confidence in that court martial. As 
this is his last elfort and seems to be his demier remrf, in de* 
fence of his fatiier, it becomes necessary to furnish its true ex- 
planation. By an examination of the extract, it will be seen^ 
that it is qualified by this remark, 'that there has been some 
departure from accustomed forms,' Nothing is more evident, 
Hr the just construction of a sentence, than that the whole of it 
might to be^ taken into one view, with the circumstances under 
which it is made. Having stated tiie manner in which I lost 
all my papers which related to the campaign, it is well known, 
that I had no documents at my trial, excepting such copies 
from the records of the government as my prosecutors thought 
proper to furnish. In my repeated applications to the govern- 
ment, 1 requested to be furnished with copies of all the docu- 
ments which had any relation to the campaign. None were fura- 
ishedy excepting such as it was thought would operate most strong- 
ly a^inst me* In mj defencci it may be seen, in what manner X 
applied for partisnlap documents* which I shewed were deposit- 
ed in the War Office, and the iieasons which were oflRired, why 
they were not furnished. The letters from the Secretary of 
War to General Dearborn, containing tlie orders to him to co- 
operate with me, his letters to the ^Secretary and all the letters 
relating to the armistice were withheld, and I was consequfwtly 
deprived of the use of their contents. All . I then knew, was 
that soch arrangements had been made, but on what priaciplei^ 
by whose aathority, an4 for what reaseni^ were unknown to wof^ 
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ast xould give HO explanation, and my prosecutors did not 
think proper to present them in evidence, it was impossible for 
me to avail of testimony so hip;hly important to me. The evi- 
dence botli with resftect tn CQ-operation and the armistice, being 
nvithlield from me, it wu inpoMihle for m to know« how dee{^ 
ly Geoeml |>eiriMni vu iatmsitd in the remit of »j triat."— 
It BOW seenuh faowet er, OoBcnd D«iiIim''s own steteMBt 
to tho Sooretary of War, that he entered into the araiatieei 
when at the same moment, Adjutant Crenera) Baynes had in- 
formed him, that Michililniackanack had fallen into the hands 
of the British, and consequently when he must have known that 
an additional force of tl»e enemy, with the tribes of Indians from 
the north would thereby be Sfiared to act against me. Being 
blindfolded and kept in ignorance of the deep designs of mj 
proaecntorSff I e^|>rased what ia weU u^erttood.to bo a goner- • 
al custom in similar cases<^ goneroos oonfidonoe in a trifauaal 
of MY tsBBS as I had oonsidered them, from the badges hy 
which they were distinguished. Since that period, ewtdence 
has been f urnished which unfolds circumstaiices connected with 
the campaign, and exhibits in colours, which never can be ef- 
taced, the causes of its disasters and misfortunes. Those ex< 
pressions therefore* made under the state of things which then, 
existedf young General Dearborn is at fuH liberty to grasps 
among the many other shadows ho so eagerly aims to seize* 

It is our dnty to respect all the pnUio iastitutiono of our 
country, and feel a liberal confidence in eharactevsi elevated to 
the seats of justice— we ought to presume they are unspotted, 
and free from any undue bia& and influeBcet until the contrary 
appears. 

1 will endeavour to illustrate these ceiisideratioM» hj exam-^ 
pies in our civil courts which you see every day p r a d ia ed . 
IVhat is more common, than for an advocate at liho bar, to ex- 
press his confidenee in the justice and integrity of the coort and 
jury, before which a cause is tried, either of a criminal or civil 
nature, involving life, reputation or properly, to acknowiedge 
there has been a patient trial, and to express bis gratitude for 
the impartiality with which it has been conducted P But when 
sentence has been pronounced by the court, if it afterwards 
appears that the Chief Justice, or other judges, ot tbo Ibicman 
dr any of the jwors, had|^adeep iatercot in tbo causey er bad 



Mn improperly tamper^ witby I Miky wlieiher <m an hppdBt 
from such a sentence, or on a new trial, before another tnb^iDal, 
it was ever contended, that the sentence was just, and ought not 
lo be reversed, because, forsooth, the advocate at the first trial 
made sach acknowledgments and expressed auch gratitude, as is 
•bof« Mpposed^ I will not insult jour understandings, fellow 
eitlMiSt dveltiiig fortliw on a point 9o clear and familiar to 
the moit ineaperienoed among joU| bat will leave tlua with 
many other such 8$rmg hMa of the jramg Oeneraly ftfr jou to 
make your own deductions. 

The prodigal use of epithets too disgusting for repetition, 
which adorn the pages of young General Dearborn, in defence 
of his father, carry with them tlieir own antidote, and are en* 
titled to no further notice from me ; such language is the usual 
aobatitate, where a canse is deficient of arf^iamont or tmth for 
its support ; this defence of General Dearborn, witk my appeal 
to your candour and impartiality, are now submitted by your 
fellow citizen, WILLIAM HULLc' 

Newton^ August 30fA, 1824. 



No- XXXVIIL 

flnros the publication of my reply to the* attempt of the sofr 

of General Dearborn, * to defend the conduct of his father, f 
have obtained some new evidence on the subject of die armis- 
tice, which I shall present for your consideration in this num- 
ber. This evidence consists of tlie letters of Sir George Pre- 
vost to General Brock, a few days before the armistice took 
piacoy during its continuance, and after its operation ceased. It 
ia contained in a pamphlet, entitledf **Some acconnt of tiie 
PuUic LIfo of the late Lieutenant General Shr George Prevost; 
Bart, partkttlarly of his aerriees in Canada ; London, publish- 
ed by Cadellj&c. 1823," and will be founil i:i pages 37, 38, 39, 
40, and 41. It is stated in the defence of General Dearborn, 
by his son, that ** no troops, or military supplies, were sent to 
the relief of fort Maiden, from any post below, during the tern- 
poraij armiiticey and that General Broclcy did not even know«> 
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that one had been asrreed upon, mtii lie retvmed to fwt Bfie^ 

on the Niagara, after thv capture of General Hull and his army ^ 
and lhat so far from ncf^lecting the sitnation of General Hull> 
every precaution was taken by General Dearborn, to render 
the arrangementt. not only not injurioiM, but advantageoaa t0 
him. " To prove that troops bad been aettt* frooa Niagara tv 
Maiden a few daja before tbe arnuatice waa agreed to^ ani 
. while it was in operation, I have prodoced the letters of Gene* 
ral Uearbem, to tiie Secretary of War and to Generri "Vm 
R4>npselaer, who commanded on the Nia|i2;ara river. By these 
letters, it appears, that General Dearborn had a perfect know- 
led <»;c, that re-enforcements had marched against me, when he 
signed the armistice. Although on this point* I believe the 
evidence 1 have offered, is satisfactory to yen, yet as tltis anan- 
thoirized meaanre was so essentially the canse of the diaaatara 
ef my army, it is desirable to remove erery denbi^ if anj eiiatn 
in the mind of a single individual* 

In page 37, of this pamphlet, it is stated, *<tbat Sir Geor|^ 
Prevost, upon the receipt of despatches from Mr. Foster, ac- 
quainting him, with the proposed repeal of the orders in council, 
by the British government, immediately opened a communica- 
tion with Major General Dearborn, commanding the American 
forces, on the frontiers of Lower Canada^ for the purpose of 
concluding an armistice^ until the CoBj^caa should determine 
^pon the proposals, transmitted to them by Mr. Foster* Ab 
armistice of about three weeks did. ao<KNndin|^y take piae&^ 
The advantages are then stated, which this armistice gave to Sir 
George Prevost ; that a regiment had arrived from the West 
Indies ; and after the armistice was concluded, and during the 
continuance of it, considerable re-enforcements of men and sup* 
plies, were forwarded to Upper Canada, where they arrived, be- 
fore the restnntR^ ^ hoMUies^ and materially contribttiedf ifh 
warda defeating the attemptSy which were made by the enemy 
to invade that province* It is then stated, that intelligeiice 
waa sent to General Brock, which must have reached him at 
Amherstburg, (that is. Maiden,) while he was at that place. 
It is then further stated, that ''Sir George Prevost despatched 
a private letter, to General Brock of the 2d of August, 1812, 
six days before the proposed armistice was concluded, and upon . 
the sniyect of it." In e letter, addressed to General Brocte 



Digitized by Google 



223 

1^ the SOtti of August, 1812, he quotes tli€ Ofnmmi of hw VAdjwr 

ty's government, on the subject of the defeosive system, ia 
these words : 

"The King's Government having most unequivocally ex- 
pressed to me, their desire to preseire peace with the United 
States, that thej might untntemiptedly pursue, with the whole 
dnpoaable foree of the country, the great interests committed to 
thcoi in Europe, I have endeavoured to be instrumental in the 
accomplishment of those views. He then 8oy» in this same let" 
teff '* But J consider it most fortwiate^ to have, been enabled to do 
so without iiittrfermg with your operations on the Detroit, / 
have sent you men, money, and stores of every kind.^^ Here are 
^oted tke identical words of Sir George Prevost to General 
BrodCy on the suhject of the armistice, .and the operations on 
the Detroit river. Thus fellow citizens, I have not only fur^ 
aished you with the letters of General Dearborn, to the Secre* 
tary of War, and to General Van Rensselaer, that a few daya 
before he agreed to the armistice, and during the continuance 
of it, that troops had been sent to Maiden, from Niagara, but 
have now^ established the same facts, by the letters of Sir George 
Prevost, who commanded the British army in the Canadas-** 
SBd have likewise established this. most important fact, that. as 
early as the 2d of August, six days before the armistice was 
Concluded, tiiat a private letter was sent to General Brock, by* 
Sir George Prevost, giving him information on the subject of 
the armistice.^-On the evidence before offered, in a«ldition to 
this, I ask you to consider on what grounds young General 
Dearborn could have made the assertion contained iu the de- 
fence of his father ? 

The evidence, which I have presented in this and my former 
numbers, must exhibit, in the most decided manner, the eflecta 
which Ihb measure had on my operations. It now becomes a 
very serious inquiry, what were the motives of General Dear<» 
born's conduct ? 

It cannot be presumed that he acted without motives. His- 
own acknowledgement, that he had no autfiority to agree to a 
eessation of arms, is the best evidence which can be adduced^ 
that he consented to a measure which his duty did not warrant* 
and f«»r which he had no authority; a measure not founded in 
llfiUcj or expediency; because ha says m hb letter to the 3e« 
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would consent to iU 

GeBeral Dearborn had formed the plan of the campaign, and 
well knew the time and manner in which the inm ion of Upper 
Canada bid been made bj the traope onder my command. He 
likewise knew the progress I bad made in the execution of hki 
own plan, and the manner in which the operations on the De- 
troit river had been approved by the President. — Having him- 
self neglected to make preparations at Niagara, and being hard 
pressed bj the President to order his troops to attack the ene- 
my's posts, and co-operate with me ; what does he say ? I ask 
you to look at his fetter of the 28tk of July, to the Secretary of 
War, recited by the son in defence of his father ? You will 
find, he appeared to be in a stale of amazement, and the first . 
sentence of it is, ** fVho t» to command f A« operati&nB in Uppnf 
-Canada This was a critical crisis- By the positive com- 
mands be had recci^ ed^ he must have ordered the troops at Ni- 
agara to have invaded Upper Canada, ^nd co-operated with my ' 
forces, or made some arrangement, for an excuse, for not obey- 
ing these positiTO commands. In this situation, to prevent the 
possibility of coHiperating and afibrding me any aBsistaneey wliat 
^id be do ? In a few days after he agreed to the armistice, in 
which he pledged himself, ^at the troops he commanded, 
should not make the invasion, and should not co-operate w ith 
my forces. Under these facts, the motives by which he was in- 
fluenced, I do think must be too plain to be misunderstood ; es- 
pecially when considered in connection with his conduct as 
president of the court martial by which I was tried. 

It must be satisfactory evidence, that his measures were re- 
gulated by what he beUered to be his own private interest 
whatever might be th«* sacrifice, regardless of the public good. 
By the arrangements he had made, and afterwards by the pro- 
ceedings of the court martial, of which he was president, he be- 
lieved that he had supported himself on my ruins ; that by this 
measure, he had disqualified himself from rendering me any 
assistance and had left all the forces in Canada in a situation to 
march against me. 

My object, you wilt perceive, is to furnish you with evidence 
. which will remove all doubts from your minds, with respect to 
the moti\ ea of his conduct in relation to me ; from the view I 
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bave alread y taken of the subject I may now ask yon, with pro- 
priety, whether he did not consider any means justifiable which 
would have a tendency to sccompUsh the end. Our actions are 
influenced bjr ovr dispoiitloiis; any other part of his conduct 
therefore, which will show the disposition of his hearty will not 
be considered as irrelevant to the present snlject His account 
of the battle of Banker Hill was written and published in tiie 
year 1818. His object in writing and publishing t\ns account^ 
must be evident.' His conduct during the war, in which he 
was nominally considered as the first General, had lowered him 
to a scale of degradation, which was mortifying to his own van« 
ity and pride. The principal achievements which he perform- 
«d during his command, were the armistice which occasioned 
the disasters of mj army ; his serriees as president of the court 
martial for my destruction $ and his expedition against Ytntkf in 
Upper Canada, where he remained in his vessel on the lake be- 
jond the range of cannon shot, whence he viewed the gal- 
lant and unfortunate General Pike, land his troops, ascend the 
bankf take possession of the town, and perish with many of his 
brave troops, by the explosion of a magazine of powder, pre- 
pared for the purpose. After this explosion he landed in safe- 
ty, and obtained a scalpi which he preserved as. a trophy of vic- 
tory. For these exploits he was retained in service, with Ins 
rank and emoluments, until peace was established ; but in the 
degraded situation of seeing junior Generals appointed to all 
the important commands. Not having performed a single act, 
while commanding General, which entitled him in your estima- 
tion to the station he had held, or to the least distinction in so- 
oiety ; be remembered, that he was in the battle of Bunker Hill« 
and that you were disposed to give great aredit to those who 
acted a part on that important and memorable occasion. 

His account of the battle was forty-three years after the event 
took place, and essentially dilferent from any other which be- 
fore had been published. He says, that General Ward, the 
commander in chief of the American army, took no interest or 
part in the transactions of the dayi and that General Putnam, 
who was the senior officer on Bunker Hill, behaved like a 
**coward,'' and was entitled to no credit for his conduct ; that 
■othing swved him from trial and censure but his extraordinary 
popularity, and it was afterwards thought mysterious why Col- 
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ml Gerrish wm made the scape goat'' The curcmiifttafteea • 
vf this battle are an important part of your history, and it is dm* 
sirable* indeed, that the facts relating to it should be banded 

down to posterity as thej existed, in truth. It is evident that 
his object in publisljing this account was to influence jou to be- 
lieve that General Putnam was a coward, and persuade you fo 
give bimielf a great share in the glory. Hereafter this sul^ect 
will be more fully considered* 

1 will now return to the considerations more immediatelx 
connected with the subject of the campaign of 1812. 

The letters published in the Tolume* to whidi I have refers 
red, from the British government to Sir Oeorgc Prevost, and 
his letters to General lUock, tlistinctly show the views of that 
government^ with respect to the war, which Congress had de- 
clared. 

The instructions to the British commander in Canada were 
io act on the defensive. — ^In these instructions it was stated that 
the great interests in Burope» required all the strength and i«» 
lources of flie British nation. Under these circumstances^ mm 
measure would hare been so forourable for the defence of Can- 
ada as delay; nothing could have operated so effectually to 
have produced delay, as an armistice. Its advantage to our 
enemy are forcibly pointed out in the volume to which I have 
referred. 

Our situatiott was totally different-— to us it was a &Tonrable 
moment for actiye offensive i^rations. To both belligerents 
it could not have been favourable. The acknowledgment bj 
ihe British commander that it was most advantageous to him, is 
certainly good evidence that it must have been injurious to us. 
His advantages were our losses. 

In must be obvious that delay must be advantageous to aa 
army whose object is defensive operations ; and injurious to one 
acting on the contrary system. Had the armistice been gmm^ 
considering the objects of the war, and the circumstances of the 
armies, it would have given advantages to &e enemy, and beea. 
injurious to us.«^Under the partial circumstances it was agreed 
to, (a part of our army not being included in it,) no measure 
could have been more fatal. The terms of it were such, as ren- 
dered all the British posts from Quebec to lake Brie perfectly 
aafei during its continuance. It is peilectly understood, that 
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the forces t commanded om the Detroit river had no participtr^ 
tieo in it } and it k now proved bj. the letters of Sir George 
Prerotty to Geveril Brock, tiiat there were no pnmsione con- 
tuned in it, which prevented the British commander from send* 

ing troops, warlike stores, and supplies of every kind, to re-en- 
force and assist the army operating against me. 

This fact is so important, fellow citizens, that I must ask 
jou to permit me to repeat the evidence of it contained in Sir 
Georgo Provost's letter to General Brock. Speaking of his in* 
itraetionsy and of the defenuve system, he says, ^ I have en- 
deavoured to be iiistromentai in accomplislung the views of mj 
government; bui 1 eontiitr it most fortunate to kme been sna- 
bled to do 80, vnthout interfering with your operations on the 
Detroit. — I have aerU you, men, money ^ and stores of every kindV 
— Thus jou have before you, the evidence, not only that Sir 
George Prevost considered himself authorized, notwithstanding 
the armistice, to send re-enforcements and supplies of every 
kind to General Brock, but that he aettuMy did und them to him 
ut the tttuBf md dutuig^ U» eonthiuanee. 

Ton likewise have before you, fellow citisens» the letter of 
Gtenerat Dearborn to the Secretory of War, written a few days 
before he made the armistice ; and hia letter to General Van 
Rensselaer, during its continuance, giving information that 
troops had been sent from Niagara to re-enforce the garrison at 
Maiden ; and also the letter of Colonel Casa, to prove, that 
about the 10th of August four hnndred regular troops had act- 
nally arrived at Mnhlen as a re-enlbrcement Yon likewise 
now b4ve the additional proof of Sir Geoige Provost's letter to 
General Brock, that it was Aieet ftrtonato that his defensive 
system had not interfered with his (General Brock's) operations 
at Detroit, and stating that he had sent him troops, money, and 
supplies of every kind, during; the continuance of the armistice. 
On the other hand you liave the naked round assertion of the 
eon of General Dearborn, that no troops were sent at that time^ 
, is re-enforcements to that plnce. If the letters of his &ther 
and the British eomnander are to be belioved» his assertion can- 
not be trae. It might be som« consolation if he could plead 
ignorance. That is impossible,, because in the same paper in 
which he made the assertion that no troops were sent from Nia- 
gara to reinforce the army at Maiden, he published his lather's 
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!f iters to the Secretary of War, and General Van Renaaelae^ 
fffing them the informatioiiy and adnsing General Van Rensse- 
laer to be prepared to take adrant^ of the r ed need aitnatimi 
of tbe enemy at Niagara^ when ihe amditico dioald be over* 

Thus he manifested his wishes by fandiliiog evidence whkk 
proved his assertions to be false ; and something still worse, by 
making an assertion, which by the evidence in his poasassion 
he knew was not true — ^it therefore must be considered as a 
wilful misrepresentation. 

I make use of no epithets, or aboeive language* to excite a 
prejudice against him ; I state factsr and produce the evidace 
of tiieir truth ; I only ask too to make anoh inferencesy as mwst 
naturally follow from die facts, and to give him snch a charac- 
ter, and such a name as he deserves. No ! I will not even ask 
this ! Unfortunate man ! My only request is, that jou would 
pity and forgive hitn ! — '* Honour your father" is the command 
of God. Obedience to this command, he says* Jias been the 
most painful act of his life. He mutt remember it wan his own 
acty and however painful, it was caused by his own weakness 
and passions. It is hoped, it will be a nsoful lesion tn him in 
ihtttre lifb, an^ teach him the importance of regnkfing his oen- 
duct, by reason and truth. Having asked yonr forgiveness for 
him, I freely offer him mine, because I believe he was so ex- 
cited by passions that " he knew not what he did.** 

Had he come forward in an honourable manner, and attempt- • 
ed to have proved, by evidence and fair argument, that his 
£sther had no interest in the event of my trial, and that the pro- 
ceedings against me were just, I should havo meihim only with 
the same weapons of erMence, and of argiunent But since he 
has adopted a different course, and has gEodnded his delence on 
the proceedings of a court martial, over whifih his interested 
fatlier presided, and on those proceedings alone, witliout any 
other evidence, has endeavoured to calumniate and continue 
your prejudices against me, I feel myself justified, and I have 
the pleasure to believe you will be of the opinion, that i am jus- 
tified, in the few personal remarks, which I have here made. 

From the proceedings of that court nartiai I have now 
appealed, to t fair, independent, and impartial tribonaL 

My right to this appeal, is founded on the principles of our 
government. You ui c tlie fountain of all power^ and the souice 
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whence all authority flows. It follows of course, that your ju- 
xiadiction is above all tribunals which joa have instituted. 1 
well know the difficultf wlueh attends an individual, in making 
his ciie known to so namereni a bodj. I have stated it in as 
plain, and simple a manner, as it wi» possible, that it plight be 
understood bj all. It has been pnblished, with great disinter- 
estedness in many, very many of our newspapers, and as far as 
my knowledge extends, has been read not only without preju- 
dice, but with great candour, and a sincere desire to obtain the 
truth. 

t If from a want of evidence before the court martial, or from 
an J otiier cause, jou should now be satisfied that the proceed- 
ings against me, were unjust, jour opinion wUl aflbrd happi- 
ness to tiie few remaining days of mj life, which no language 
can express. If, on the contrary, from the difficulty of spread- 
ing the truth before you, I should not be able, to convince you, 
that I acted faithfully, and that my conduct was iiiOuenced by 
a sense of duty, I shall still respect your opinion, and shall 
only have the same consoktion, until mjdoath, which has been 
m J siqiport since the events happened* «tf earudmuneu of ilu 
purUy tfmathetf and a bdttff that eonimdt at etramMlances 
wertf wa» the moil eameL 

I am, with tlie highest respect, 

^ Your injured follow citizen, 

WILLIAM HULL. 

Newton^ Oaob$r mhf 18^. 
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▲ OmilULAJb tKBTOB QW THE BSYOLUTiONAlLY SEaVlOSS 07 THE 

As many of you arc strancrers to the early efforts of my mili- 
tary life, and as attempts have been made in the latter part of 
it, to represent ine aa unworthy of your confidence, 1 cannot 
but hope, that a general ouiline of my hiitprj (m a soldier of 
tbe ratoliitioii) will be received with the same candour, that hu 
nariwd year attentioD in the examinatioii of the forcing ne- 
nohrs. No other coMiderationt hat the injuitice I have exper- 
ienced, contd have indneed me to have presented it to yov. 

In the year 1775, at the age of twenty- two, I exchanged the 
profession of law, f«r that of arms. I enlisted a company of 
iofantryy which became attached to a regiment in the State of 
Connecticut, commanded by Colonel Charies Webb. This 
regfanent inarched to Cambridge, soon after General Washing- 
ton took command of the army it that plaoe* In this station H 
remtined, until Mardi 1776^ when the British army eTacnatod 
Boston. The prinicpal part of the army immediately after thia 
CTcnt, marched from Boston to New York. The above regi- 
ment was stationed on Long Island, until Sir William Howe 
landed^ and after the operations on that Island, retreated with 
the other forces to New York. 

It was likewise with General Washington's army, on its re- 
treat fcom York Island, to the Whit» Plains. The British Gen- 
eral crossed the east riTor from Long Island^ with the principal 
part of his army, and landed en Fn%>ls Keck, tnm whldi pl^ce 
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lie m&rched against General Washington. — The position the 
American armj had taken was on the heights, a small distance 
back of ihe White Plains; and a division of this army was post- 
ed on Ch&tterdoa'a liiil, about a mile in its front Colonel 
Webb'g regiment formed a part of thi» divison. It was attack- 
ed bj the whole feroe of the Brituh army, end vas obliged to 
gtTO wajt after si^etatning an obstinate and aevere conflict, and 
the enemj became poeseaaed of tiiis gpmind. In this acti<Hi, I 
receired a slight wound by a musket ball. The strength of the 
two armies was now formed within a mile of each other, and it 
was believed, that a general battle the next day was only pre- 
vented by a heavy storm of rain. In the night after this storm, 
Sir William Howe left Obatterdon's hill, and moved to York 
island, where he attacked and carried fort Washington, with the 
loss on onr psrt of killed, - wounded and prisonei% ^of abofit 
three thousand men. 

After these events, General Washington crossed the Hudson, 
with a part of his army, to oppose the progress of the British 
army in New Jersey. His force however was inadequate to the 
object, and he was compelled to retreat to the banks of the Del- 
aware, cross that river, and take a position in Pennsylvania. ^ 
In December, 1776, Colonel Webb's regiment, composed a 
part of the diTision of the armj, which was ordered to march 
from the Hudson, through New 'Jersey* to re-enforce General 
Wa^ington. — During Ihe march, on the right flank of the ene- 
my. General Lee, who commanded the division, w&h made 
prisoner. 

A few days after the junction of tliis division with the main 
army, the enterprize against the enemy's post at Trenton, and 
his other stations on the right bank of the Delaware, was pro- 
jected. This division thus united t^ the army, under General 
Washington, aided In the successful -attack on Trenton, the 
night of the 25th of December, 1776, in which a complete vic- 
tory was obtained. On the 1st day of January, 1777, the term 
of service, for which the army engaged, had expired. General 
Washington made an address to the men, in which he acknow- 
ledged their right, to return to their homes, and thanked them 
for the faithful services tliey had performed. He reminded 
them of the yictory which had recently been obtained bj thdr 
TaleuT) and invited them to reuNun six weeks longer in service^ 
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and expressed a hope to lead them to new victories. After 
reading and explaining this address to my company, which con- 
sisted of sixty men, eirerj one engaged to remain the time, 
which was requested. 

Tke last dxj of Decenber, the strength of the British amy 
marched agpuntt him at Trenton, and beiiig greatly saperiour to 
his army in nambers, on the night of ifao 1st of Janvarj, 1777» 
undiscoyered by the enemy, and onlj separated by a email 
creek, lie abandoned his camp, and marched to Princetown, 
where he obtained another victory no less important, than the 
•ne at Trenton. 

At this time General Washington had received an authoritj 
from Congress, to re*organize the army, and make promotioiis. 
I was a young Captain, and not entitled to promotion by regular 
succession. By a letter from him to Cfreneral Heath, ifiuch has 
lately been published, it will appear that he gave me the ap- 
pointment of a Major in the Massachutetta^ Une^ in consequence 
of my conduct, in these two battles. After tliese events, the 
beginning of January, the army marched to Morristown, in 
Kew Jersey, for its winter quarters. 

From this post^. I was ordered, to join the regiment to which 
I was attach^, then recruiting in Boston. As fiut as the men 
were enlisted, they were ordered to Springield on Connecticat 
river, and when about three hundred had rendezvoused at that 
place, I was directed to take the command of them, and march 
them to Tyconderoga, in the month of April, 1777. Michael 
Jackson, who was the Colonel of the regiment, and had been 
wounded in an attack on Montrasucr's Island, near New York, 
the year before, had not recovered of his wounds, and the late 
Govemour Brooks who was the Lieutenant Colonel, remained 
in Boston, to superintend the recruiting of the residue of the 
regiment. 

General St. Clair comBianued at Ticondei oga on ray arrival, 
the lat^er part of April. — Mv station, with the command of this 
regiment, was at the old French lines, wliich had been repaired 
the year before. After the arrival of General Burgoyne's army 
these lines were several times attacked, and the assailants as 
often repulsed. In the retreat of the army .from this pos^ 
througb the woods of V ermonti I coDtiaued to command tho 
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v^menty and afimr a fittiguing inarch, a junctian im formed 

with General Schuyler's armj) on the Hudson, a little below 
fort Kdward. 

As General Burgoyne advanced from lake Champlain, Gen- 
eral Schttjler retreated, and crossed to the west bank of the 
Hudsen. The army in its retreat halted at Sarratogat and in 
the efenkig tliree hundred men, nnder my commandt were pott* 
ed twe milei above, on tiie bank of tbe river, aa & rear guard* 
In the nig^t a large body of General Burgoyne's army, with the 
savages attached to it, crossed to the west bank of the river, 
made a circuitous march, and at day light in the morning ap- 
peared in the front, and on the left flank of the guard, my right 
being extended to the riven In this situation, the enemy com- 
menced the attack, both in my front, and on the left flank, 
wbiob waa reeiated) and the ground maintained, until perceiT- 
iiig they were greatly auperiour to me in nuabera, and were 
preming around my left flank, and gaining my rear, I ordered a 
' retreat, which was e<mtiniied about a mile, under a heavy fire of 
regulars and savages. Observing an advantageous height of 
ground, the detachment was formed, and held their position, 
although hardly pressed, until a strong re-enforcement arrived, 
for my support ; tbe whole body then advanced and compelled 
Ike anailants to.rebreat in their turn. In this renconntio', our 
loao waa for^ men and three officers, killed and wottnded.p— * 
Altimug^ in the first instance, I was obliged.to retreat, yet I 
receiTed the full af^irobation and thanks of General Schuyler, 
in public orders, for my conduct. At tins time Lieutenant Col- 
onel Brooks had arrived at Albany with the remainder of the 
regiment, and was marching up the Mowhawk, with a detach- 
ment ordered for the relief of fort Stanwiz, which was in- 
Tosted, by a detachment of the British army, and savages. I 
waa ordered to join Mm with the part of tbe reglmentlhad com- 
manded during tiie campaign, and the junction was made at the 
German Flats, which was tiien the extent of our settlements. 
The gallant defence of that fort, with the circumstances of the 
siege, and the manner in which it was relieved, are fully re- 
corded in history. After the siege was raised and the besiegers 
compelled to retreat to Canada, the detachment returned, and 
jmned the army on the Hndioiit at the entrance of tbe Mohnwkf 
into that river* 
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in the northern department, and imroediatelj ordered the armj 
to advance on the enemj. He took a position, and formed his 
camp, on Bhemis' heights, about eight miles below Sarratoga, 
where his fortifications were erected^ with the right extending 
to the Hi4ioii. Gcaeral Bui|^jriii^ crossed the river at ferl 
£ilirard» wad titeWislieA Ut cmp, and fertificatiem^ aban^ 
leafiag a ^aea of abeal two nileiy betwaep tlia twa anaieair^ 
The two laaaMnMe battlea, winch were foog^t on thia grooad 
by these two armies, on the 19th of September, and the 7th of 
October, previously to the surrender of General Burgojne, are 
also described in the history of the revolutionary war. The 
actioa of the 19th. of Se^mber, commenced between Colonel 
llargan'a nfleataa aad an advaacod cerpa fron the right of 
General Baigayne'i eneaaipMMnt» directed tawaida the left ef 
Qaaarai Gate's peehioa* It was ahaat ena o^cloek in the after- 
noen* A short intarfal saeeeaded, when Morgan's caqia 
was re-enforced hj General Peer's brigade from New Hamp- 
shire, and at the same time, with a detachment of three hun- 
dred volunteers, from the Masiachusetts' brigade, to which I 
h^ongedf and the command of which was assigned to me. The 
action was obstinatoy and severe, and was only interrupted }gf 
lha diuk of the evening* General Baigojna claimed the victa- 
ijt baeanse his troops lay on the ieU of battle; onr troopa mora 
desboas ef coadk^ than of etiquette* rethred, in the dask ef 
the eyening to ^eir tents, to prepare for cendiat the next day, 
if called again into the field. By the return, it appeared, that 
one handred and fifty of the three hundred under mj command^ 
were killed and wounded. 

On the 7th of October, I likewise commanded another detach* 
men! froni the hrigadot of aboat three hundred sara, which be* 
Am the actlan cenunracady was ardarad to the left of ear posi^ 
tiapy to o b s srec the nwraaients ef thaanany, give hrfmaatian) 
snd check any small parties, which might be advancing. It 
was discovered in the afternoon, that the strength of the British 
army was moving to occupy devated ground on the left of oar 
encampment. 

Colonel Moigan's riflemen, with a corps of light infantryt 
der the command of M^u Dearbmra and. the .principal part of 
the left wing of the anny» was n^ered to attack thai»f YHm 



these re-enforcements arrived on the ground where I was posted, 
I joined Colonel Westoii's regiment with the detaehment I 
emunandedt and after a severe conflict, General Bttigoyne was 
eompallod to r«trtat to hh whoro ho wai &liowod» aa4 
Hie day waa cloaad bj atonmng hh eatrovchme^tai and entira 
posaeasioii Waa g^cd of the right of fate positum, and eacamp- 
ment This yictory, and the obstinate battle of the 19th of 
September, with our success at fort Stanwix, and Bennington, 
on his right and left wing, decided the fate of his army. After 
the surrender, the regiment to which I belonged, with other de- 
tachments from Greneral Gates' was ordered to re enforce Gene- 
ral Washington's amjf then at Whke Jdarahi between the 
IMawara and SchnylkUl, in Pennaylfaniai— >afitet> this Jnnotian 
the Britiah army marched oat of Phfladelphiai reconneitied>and 
viewed every part of General Washington's position, and it was 
. ftiUy expected a general battle would have been fought, between 
the two armies, on this occasinu. Sir William Howe could have 
had no other motive in advancing from Philadelphia ; and Gen- 
eral Washington had taken a strong position, and tliere ii no 
donbt, but it was his intention, to have defended it. He bad 
now with him the strength of General Gates' aneibeaalbi amjTf 
and the armj he had commanded dnriiig tbe campaign. Tlie 
pna wmdd have been animated with a desire to have maintained 
the character it had acqairedy and the other* to baive proved, 
that it had deserved equal success^ The fields between the 
two armies, were suitable for military operations, and the 
strength of both was collected in compact bodies. 

The British commander, declining the combat, probably pre- 
vented a more general battle than was fought during tlie war of 
the re?olntion. The British army would have been amlritiena 
to have rctrieTed the miaforinneB at the north, and the American 
army, now nnitsd nnder the standard of its beloved Washing- 
ton, would have exerted all its energies to have added to the 
glory, which had been acquired at Saratoga 

After the retreat of the British army to Philadelphia, General 
Washington marched his army to the west bank of the Schuyl- 
kiUy abottt twenty miles from Philadelphia, in the month of lla- 
cember, where Imts were bailt Iba winter ^nartera, with mate- 
rials taken immediately from tiie forest, and constructed by tiie 
tnmpsy wltiieat any asaialance from medmnica. Here, after 
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the toils of the campaign, the army suffered every distress, \\ h\ch 
the want of necessary food, comfortable clothing, and conse- 
quent disease could occasion. In this situation it remainedy 
until the British armj eracaated Philadelphia, and commenced 
its march thitragh New Jeraej to Kew Tork^ hj the waj of 
Amboy. As soon aa Informatioa was recdved of this mor^ 
ment, General Washington crossed the Schuylkill, and march- 
ed oQ the rear of the enemy. At Monmouth, the British army 
was overtaken, and a battle ensued, honourable to the Ameri- 
can arms. In this battle, I commanded the 8th Massachusetts' 
regiment. Lieutenant Colonel Brooks acting on the staff as Ad- 
jutant General to the advanced corpSf nnder the command of 
General Lee. After thb battle^ the army retired to the Hud- 
son, and the following winter, was stationed at West Foint» 
and in the high lands. 

During the winter, the command of the troops, on the ad- 
vanced lines of the army, near York Islands was assigned to 
me. The objects of the command were, to observ e the move- 
ments of the enemy, check any small parties advancing into the 
country, and afford protection to the inhabitants of that part of the 
state of New York, and the west part of the state of Oonnecti- 
tnt, The line of defence extended from the- north river to the 
White Plmnsy and from thence to the east river or sound, a 
distance of about ten miles. 

This position was about twenty-five miles from any other 
part of the American army, and not more than ten miles from 
the enemy, on York Island. My command consisted of about 
fonr hundred men^ and the duty was so severe, that all the offi- 
cers and men^ were relieved every fortnight. I however re-\ 
mained, at the request of General Washington, from November 
until May; during this time, many attempts were made by the 
enemy to surprize my guards, but without success. All my 
rest and sleep were taken by day, and my nights were devoted 
to incessant duty. In this exposed situation, for five months, 
within three hours' march of the whole British army, no part of 
my troops was ever surprized^ although many attempts were 
made for the purpose, and many successful enterprizes were 
made against the enemy's ouliposts. 

In May, 1779, when the Briti^ army advanced up the north 
river, to take possession of Stoney and Yerplank's points, I was 
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©rdered to retire from the lines, and join the army at West 
Point This corps* composed of light infantry, was continued 
under my command, and was ordered to take a position on the 
highest ground, in the rear of the fortifications lit that place 
and which overlooked all that had been constructed between it 
and the river. Here a new fort was * erected, by this corps. 
General Wayne, at this time, commanded the light infantry of 
the army, and his station was on the west bank of the Hudson, 
about three miles below West Point, near fort Montgomery. 
The British commander having erected fortifications on both 
sides of the Hudson, about fourteen miles below West Pointy 
atStoney Point and Yerplank's pomt, and, leaving about a 
tiurasand men at each of those posts, returned^ to New Toik 
with the main body of Ids army, and formed a predatory expe- 
dition against the towns in Connecticut, which bordered on the 
sea shore. His object undoubtedly was, to draw General Wash- 
ington from his strong holds, on the Hudson, and before he 
could return for their defence, ascend the Hudson, and possess 
himself of West Point, and the positions in the high lands. 
Under these circumstances, it became necessary, for General 
Washington to adopt some measures, to check the desolation 
nuiking on the sea-board. 

Not thinking it safe to march his army from the Hudson, he 
projected an enterprise against Stoney and Verplank's Point. 
The execution of the one against Stoney Point was committed 
to General Wayne; I was ordered with the corps I command- 
ed to leave the heights I had fortified, and join him at Sandy 
Beach, near fort Mon^mery. Before we marched, two com- 
■fknies of light in&ntry, from North Carolina, under the com- 
^inand of Major Murphy, were ordered to join my corps, and 
being the senior officer, my command now consisted of seven 
companies. The whole body of light infantry, being thus or- 
ganized under the command of General Wayne, consisting of 
less than two thousand men, commenced its march over the 
mountains, and halted the beginning of the erenini^ about a 
mile and an half from Stoney Point 

Here the orders were, for the first time, communicated.-" 
At twelve o'clock at night, the attack was made, with unloaded 
arms, and wiUi the bayonet alone. Some historians of the rev- 
olution have considered tliat the British garrison was surprized. 



is * APPENDS. 
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Tliii is mA ih» ftet } iS'We advuicedy tiie centintls fired on ug 
half a mile from the fort, and when we forced the b&rrierSy and 
entered the fort, every British soldier was in full uniform, with 
his arms in his hands. History has pointed out all the tnat* 
actions relating to this successful enterprise. 

In conseqveiiee of lotters inmi General Waehingtoft to Gene- 
lal Heath, andfron Genoral Waehiii^;toa to the leg^atuioof 
MasMdiiuettiy after the cntecpme ^gjBonat Stoney PoiBt» I wm 
[MTonoted to the rank of LieuteDant Colonel ; — ^promotions at 
tliat period, being made by the legislatures of tlie states. 

When the army retired to winter quarters^ in 1779, the paper 
money, in which the officers and soldiers had been paid, bad 
depreciated to sack a di^gree* that justice and expediency re- 
quired that some measures sbould be adopted for their relict* 
Qeneral Washington approved and consented to an arrange^ 
mentt of sendiog coMussioneriy tothe di&ront states^ to repre- 
sent tiie caie to the kgislatures, and solicit relie^^To this duty 
I was appointed, by the officers of tiie Massachusetts' line, and 
this was my Qt st absence from military duty, since I had joined 
the army in 1775. 

In December, 1780, and January* 1781, mutinies bad been 
excited in the Pennsylvania and Jersey lines of the army, from 
cansest which here it » unnecessary to mention^ and it was feared 
the excitement would extend to the oilier parts of tisa annj* 
General Washington was desirous of making some effmsire 
operations against the enemy, to show to his country, and the 
British commander, tiiat his whole army was not infected with 
this mutinous spirit. For this purpose he ordered a detachment 
to march agunst the mutineers into New Jersey, and aaotheS' 
detachment to attack the enemy's post at Monisania. The 
oommand of the l^ter ^^^^dnneiit w^s assigned to mo'"' Mer* 
rissania was so ininri«tfd» that General Wasl^ngton considered 
that success was very douhtful t but under the drcnmttancee 
which existed, as appears ia his letter on the subject to General 
Heath, he thought it expedient to make the attempt. The re- 
suity however, was favourable to the American annSf as com- 
plete success att^ded the enterprize. 

In the semmer of '178dy after prdiqiinacj articles of peace 
wars settMt Mid e oessatien of hostilities had taken placet 
American army remai^e^ at West Pointi and in the highlw4t 
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in its neighboitriiood and a corps of light infiwtrj mm fbrmed 
and stationed very near the- British posts at Kingsbridge, the 
command of which was assigned to me. Here I remained until 
the British army was ready to evacuate New York. At that 
time General Washington with many of the principal officers 
of the army, attended likewise by the Qoremour, and a number 
of the civil officers of the State were oecorted into the city hj 
ike corpo I connnanded $ and eonmencing at KingslnMge^ as 
the Britiah retired frma their posts we advanced and took poo* 
Session of them. 

The day G^^cral Washington took his final farewell of his 
brother offioers in New York, this corps which I had so long 
commanjjU.^, had the honour of escorting him to his barge, and 
paying him the last military salutation he received from that 
amy, which bad followed his standard thronglh the trying scenes 
of the revdntionaiy stmggleb 

Under the circumstanceiy which kave.since taken place^ and, 
the attempts which have been madoi to destroy my military 
cksracter^ I hare considered it my duty, fellow citizens, to pre- 
«£nt to you, this general sketch of ray revolutionary services. 

In the enterprize against Morrissania, where I commanded, I 
refer you to the letter of General Washington to General Heathy 
which has been lately published, to show his opinion of the haz- 
ardy which attended it, and to his public ordm to the armyyex* 
pressing his thanks^ for the judicioos arrangements^ which wm 
nade^ and the intrepid amnBer» in which they wero exeented* 
likewise to the resoltttion of Congress, with similar expressions 
of approbation* 

J hoT my conduct, in storming Stony Point, I refer you to the 
/public orders of General Wayne, General Washington, and the 
resolution of Congress, in which my name will be found associat- 
ed* with the officers^ who distingniflhed themselves on that oc* 
oasion. 

On all other occasions where I was called into the field of 
danger, I can refer to the letters and orders of General Waih« 
lagton, and the other Generals, under whose immediate com- 
insnd I served, for their approbation. 

I am in the possession of these testimonials, and many of 
them are on the records of our country. They will be preserv- 
ed and left with my family, to be made use of hereafter, in such 
aiaaner» as they may think pioper« WILLIAM HULL^ 
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